
	 	 	

Sunday, July 15, 2018 

15th Sunday in Ordinary 
time 

	
First	Reading	
Amos	7:12-15	
	
Amaziah,	the	priest	of	Bethel,	said	to	Amos,	
‘Go	away,	seer;’	get	back	to	the	land	of	
Judah;	earn	your	bread	there,	do	your	
prophesying	there.	We	want	no	more	
prophesying	in	Bethel;	this	is	the	royal	
sanctuary,	the	national	temple.’	‘I	was	no	
prophet,	neither	did	I	belong	to	any	of	the	
brotherhoods	of	prophets,’	Amos	replied	to	
Amaziah	‘I	was	a	shepherd	and	looked	after	
sycamores:	but	it	was	the	Lord	who	took	
me	from	herding	the	flock,	and	the	Lord	
who	said,	“Go,	prophesy	to	my	people	
Israel.”’	
	
Responsorial	Psalm	
Psalm	84(85):9-14(Sun15)	
	
Lord,	show	us	your	mercy	and	love,	and	
grant	us	your	salvation.	
	
Second	reading	
Ephesians	1:3-14	
	
Blessed	be	God	the	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ,	who	has	blessed	us	with	all	the	
spiritual	blessings	of	heaven	in	Christ.	
Before	the	world	was	made,	he	chose	us,	
chose	us	in	Christ,	to	be	holy	and	spotless,	
and	to	live	through	love	in	his	presence,	
determining	that	we	should	become	his	
adopted	sons,	through	Jesus	Christ	for	his	
own	kind	purposes,	to	make	us	praise	the	
glory	of	his	grace,	his	free	gift	to	us	in	the	
Beloved,	in	whom,	through	his	blood,	we	
gain	our	freedom,	the	forgiveness	of	our	
sins.	Such	is	the	richness	of	the	grace	which	
he	has	showered	on	us	in	all	wisdom	and	
insight.	He	has	let	us	know	the	mystery	of	
his	purpose,	the	hidden	plan	he	so	kindly	
made	in	Christ	from	the	beginning	to	act	
upon	when	the	times	had	run	their	course	
to	the	end:	that	he	would	bring	everything	
together	under	Christ,	as	head,	everything	
in	the	heavens	and	everything	on	earth.	
And	it	is	in	him	that	we	were	claimed	as	
God’s	own,	chosen	from	the	beginning,	
under	the	predetermined	plan	of	the	one	
who	guides	all	things	as	he	decides	by	his	
own	will;	chosen	to	be,	for	his	greater	glory,	
the	people	who	would	put	their	hopes	in	
Christ	before	he	came.	Now	you	too,	in	him,	
have	heard	the	message	of	the	truth	and	
the	good	news	of	your	salvation,	and	have		

	
believed	it;	and	you	too	have	been	
stamped	with	the	seal	of	the	Holy	Spirit	of	
the	Promise,	the	pledge	of	our	inheritance	
which	brings	freedom	for	those	whom	God	
has	taken	for	his	own,	to	make	his	glory	
praised.	
	
Gospel	
Mark	6:7-13	
	
Jesus	 made	 a	 tour	 round	 the	 villages,	
teaching.	 Then	 he	 summoned	 the	 Twelve	
and	began	to	send	them	out	 in	pairs	giving	
them	authority	over	the	unclean	spirits.	And	
he	 instructed	 them	to	 take	nothing	 for	 the	
journey	 except	 a	 staff	 –	 no	 bread,	 no	
haversack,	no	coppers	for	their	purses.	They	
were	to	wear	sandals	but,	he	added,	‘Do	not	
take	a	spare	tunic.’	And	he	said	to	them,	‘If	
you	enter	a	house	anywhere,	stay	there	until	
you	leave	the	district.	And	if	any	place	does	
not	welcome	you	and	people	refuse	to	listen	
to	you,	as	you	walk	away	shake	off	the	dust	
from	under	your	feet	as	a	sign	to	them.’	So,	
they	set	off	to	preach	repentance;	and	they	
cast	out	many	devils	and	anointed	many	sick	
people	with	oil	and	cured	them.	
	
	
Reflection:		
	
Why	International	Food	Fair	Sunday?	
	
Today	we	celebrate	our	now	regular	event	
on	the	third	Sunday	of	every	month:	our	
international	food	fair	Sunday.	
Why	do	we	do	this?	
Well,	it	is	mainly	about	building	community.	
In	many	cultures,	food	is	what	brings	
people	together.	
In	this	Catholic	Faith	Community	we	have	a	
number	of	different	cultures	represented,	
each	with	their	own	traditional	foods.	
Providing	a	forum	for	people	to	stay	back	
and	chat	is	what	it	is	all	about.	
We	also	have	‘Name	tag	Sunday’	on	the	
third	Sunday.	It	provides	a	chance	to	get	to	
know	the	names	of	other	members	of	our	
community.	
But	it	also	provides	an	opportunity	to	have	
a	prayer	partner	for	Mass	who	we	can	pray	
for	by	name.	
It	might	not	be	easy	for	everyone	to	engage	
in	this	but	I’m	convinced	it	will	make	us	a	
stronger	community.	
Please	also	take	time	to	connect	with	your	
prayer	partner	after	Mass	to	get	to	know	
them	a	bit	better.	

	
	

	
	
It	is	little	things	like	this	that	can	make	all	
the	difference	in	building	up	a	community	
of	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ.	
	
Deacon	Tony	Hoban,	
Pastoral	Director	
	
LOW	GLUTEN	HOSTS	ON	REQUEST	–	
PLEASE	SEE	ACOLYTE	BEFORE	MASS	
	
 

 
If you are not able to fulfil your 
ministry role, or if you would like 
to volunteer for a vacant role,  
please email 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 
We	welcome	our	Celebrant	this	week:	

22	July	–	16th	Sunday	in	Ord	Time	

MINISTRY	ROSTER	

Welcomers:	Shalini	Fonseka,	Sohan	
Rodrigo	

Acolyte:	James	Irudayaraj	

Servers:	Jessica	Thompson,	Feba	Abby,	
Tissa	Thomas	

Readers:	Joshua	Emerson,	Oana	Joya,	
Lumba	family	

AV	operator:	Volunteer	needed	

Eucharistic	Min:	Varuni	Emerson	

Hospitality:	Volunteer	needed	

	



Fr.	Ruben	from	Quakers	Hill	parish.		
OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O	God		
You	show	us	in	St	Luke,	our	patron,	a	person	
of	faith	who	desired	all	people	to	come	to	
know	and	love	you	in	the	community	of	your	
Church.	Teach	us	to	embrace	what	St	Luke	
pioneered:	discipleship	of	Jesus	Christ.		
Trusting	in	your	love	and	grace	and	
nourished	by	Word	and	Sacrament		
may	we	grow	in	our	relationship	with	you		
and	together	make	our	Catholic	Faith	
Community	a	community	of	communities,		
a	sanctuary	where	the	thirsty	come	to	drink	
in	the	midst	of	their	journey,	and	a	center	of	
constant	missionary	outreach.		
We	ask	this	through	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	
St	Luke,	pray	for	us.		
St	Mary	of	the	Cross	MacKillop,		
pray	for	us.		
Mary,	Mother	of	God,	pray	for	us.	
	
Plenary	Council	2020		
Pope	Francis	has	approved	the	Australian	
Bishops’	decision	to	hold	a	Plenary	Council	
in	Australia	in	2020	and	2021.		It	is	a	
significant	moment	for	the	Church	in	
Australia	to	make	decisions	about	the	
future.		To	prepare	the	agenda	for	the	
Plenary	Council,	all	of	God’s	people	are	
invited	to	reflect	on	the	question:	“What	do	
you	think	God	is	asking	of	us	in	Australia	at	
this	time?”		Find	out	more	about	the	
Plenary	Council	2020	at	the	new	website,	
now	online:	
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au	
	
ACYMC	2018			
Early-bird	registration	for	the	Australian	
Catholic	Youth	Ministry	Convention	hosted	
by	the	Diocese	of	Parramatta	on	behalf	of	
the	Australian	Catholic	Bishops	is	now	open	
at	www.acymc.org.au.	The	event	will	host	
up	to	500	adult	delegates	who	are	engaged	
in	ministry	with	young	people	in	parishes,	
schools,	agencies	and	ministries	of	the	
Catholic	Church.	Rooty	Hill	RSL,	September	
21-23.	Contact	James	Camden,	Director,	
Catholic	Youth	Parramatta	for	more	
information	(02)	8838	3428	or	
james.camden@parracatholic.org	
	
Liturgical	Ministry	Formation	Courses		
The	Office	for	Worship	is	taking	enrolments	
for	its	Liturgical	Ministry	Formation	Courses	
for	those	who	are	interested	in	being	
Readers,	Extraordinary	Ministers	of	
Communion,	Bringing	Communion	to	the	
Sick	and	Dying.	To	be	held	at	the	Institute	
for	Mission	at	1-5	Marion	St,	Blacktown.	
Enrolments	close	9	August.	NOTE:	
Introduction	Session	on	16	August	is	
compulsory.	Please	see	your	Parish	office	
for	a	form	or	for	more	information	contact	
ivergano@parra.catholic.org.au	or	02	8838	
3456	or	parracatholic.org/office-for-
worship/	

	
Sydney	World	Youth	Day	Mass:	20	July		
July	20	2018	will	mark	10	years	since	the	
Archdiocese	of	Sydney	hosted	World	Youth	
Day	2008.	To	this	day,	WYD08	remains	one	
of	the	most	powerful	demonstrations	of	
faith	our	country	has	seen.	To	celebrate	the	
10th	anniversary,	Catholics	from	across	
Sydney	are	invited	to	join	Archbishop	
Anthony	Fisher	for	a	special	Mass,	followed	
by	food	and	cultural	performances	plus	the	
announcement	of	a	number	of	new	
initiatives	for	youth	ministry.	Mass	at	
5:30pm	at	St	Mary’s	Cathedral,	followed	by	
WYD08	event	at	7:00pm	at	the	St	Mary’s	
Cathedral	College	Hall.	All	welcome.	
	
IFM	Themes	of	Faith	Program		
Exploring	Catholic	life,	faith	and	action	
themes	–	for	people	keen	on	very	
manageable	home	readings/reflection	
ready	to	attend	great	group	
conversations.		Ten	Monday	evenings	and	
one	Saturday	morning,	spread	out	across	
July	30	to	Oct	29.	Gatherings	break	into	
mentored	groups	of	10	-	excellent	for	age	
18	to	seniors	-	builds	confidence	to	grow	
and	share	faith.	See	ifm.org.au	or	call	the	
IFM	team	9296	6369	
	
IFM	Reflective	Ministry	Program		
This	enjoyable	program	aims	to	enrich	
those	involved	in	service/ministry	of	
Catholic	communities	–	excellent	chance	for	
learning	and	further	shaping	of	faith	and	
purpose.	Ten	Tuesday	evenings	and	two	
Saturday	mornings	are	spread	out	across	
August	18	to	Dec	1	–	presenters’	inputs,	
journaling	and	application	to	ministry	–	
group	size	about	35.	See	ifm.org.au	or	call	
the	IFM	team	9296	6369	
	

Faith	in	Marriage	Seminar:	3	August	
All	are	welcome	to	attend	the	2018	‘Faith	in	
Marriage’	Seminar	address	is	entitled	
‘Marriage	&	Men	in	Contemporary	Society’	
and	will	be	given	by	Robert	Falzon	co-
founder	of	menALIVE.	All	parishioners	are	
warmly	welcome	to	attend	this	free	event	
on	Friday	3	August	at	7.30pm	at	the	
Institute	for	Mission,	1-5	Marion	St,	
Blacktown.	Please	RSVP	to	
lmf@parracatholic.org	or	phone	88383460	
	
Office	for	Worship	Formation	Day:	11	
August		
The	Office	for	Worship	is	offering	a	Ministry	
of	Communion	to	the	Sick	and	Dying	
Ongoing	Formation	Day	on	Saturday	11	
August,	9.30am	–	2.00pm	(Morning	Tea	and	
lunch	provided)	at	the	Institute	for	Mission,	
1-5	Marion	St,	Blacktown.	RSVP	by	6	of	
August,	2018.	For	more	information	or	to	
register	contact	Ingrid	on	88383456	or	at	
ingrid.vergano@parracatholic.org		
	
Concert	at	St	Patrick’s	Cathedral,	
Parramatta:	17	August		
Sydney	Philharmonia	-	Chamber	Singers:	
TALBOT	Path	of	Miracles	-	Tickets	via	
www.sydneyphilharmonia.com.au	–	More	
details	at:	www.stpatscathedral.com.au	
	
Creating	a	Safe	Church:	31	August	-	1	
September		
The	Diocese	of	Parramatta	is	co-hosting	two	
days	of	presentations	by	Fr	Hans	Zollner	SJ	
addressing	the	most	significant	issues	facing	
the	Catholic	Church	today	with	respect	to	
harmful	behaviour	arising	from	the	abuse	
crisis	and	the	impact	on	victims	and	
survivors,	and	members	of	the	Church.	Fr	
Hans	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	leading	

SUNDAY	MASS	

Every	Sunday	10.00am	in	The	Hub	

St	Luke’s	Catholic	College	(Enter	via	
Frontier	Ave	Marsden	Park)	

CONTACT	US	

Pastoral	Director:	Deacon	Tony	
Hoban	
Phone:	(02)	8605	2623	
Email:	
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org	
Website:	
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au	
Facebook:		
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsde
npark		
Postal	Address:	PO	Box	85,	
Plumpton	NSW	2761	

SCHOOL	ENQUIRIES:	9854	3100	
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au	
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ecclesiastical	experts	in	the	field	of	
safeguarding	of	minors	and	on	areas	
concerning	sexual	abuse	both	in	the	Roman	
Catholic	Church	and	beyond.	For	more	
information,	parracatholic.org/safechurch	
	
Can	you	support	St	Luke’s	to	grow?	
St	Luke’s	Catholic	Faith	Community	is	
Australia’s	newest	Catholic	worshipping	
community.	We	need	you	to	contribute	
your	time,	treasure	and	talents	to	help	our	
community	be	all	that	it	can	be.	Please	
consider	helping	us	with	your	time	and	
talents	by	volunteering	for	one	of	our	many	
ministries.	And	please	support	us	by	sharing	
some	of	your	treasure	through	our	giving	
program	to	help	facilitate	our	weekly	
worship	and	form	part	of	the	foundation	of	
a	future	church	building.	You	can	find	the	
donation	envelopes	on	the	Welcome	Table	
in	the	foyer	each	Sunday.	Please	pass	these	
to	Deacon	Tony	or	include	them	on	one	of	
the	collections	during	Mass.	
	


