
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO COMMITS TO BEING A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

First Reading 
Acts 10:34. 37-43 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his 
household: ‘You must have heard about the 
recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after 
John had been preaching baptism. God had 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, and because God was with him, 
Jesus went about doing good and curing all 
who had fallen into the power of the devil. 
Now I, and those with me, can witness to 
everything he did throughout the 
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem 
itself: and also to the fact that they killed 
him by hanging him on a tree, yet three 
days afterwards God raised him to life and 
allowed him to be seen, not by the whole 
people but only by certain witnesses God 
had chosen beforehand. Now we are those 
witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with 
him after his resurrection from the dead – 
and he has ordered us to proclaim this to 
his people and to tell them that God has 
appointed him to judge everyone, alive or 
dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear 
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus 
will have their sins forgiven through his 
name.’  
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23. R. v.24 
This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 
 
Second reading                                                   
Col 3:1-4 
Since you have been brought back to true 
life with Christ, you must look for the things 
that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at 
God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on 
heavenly things, not on the things that are 
on the earth, because you have died, and 
now the life you have is hidden with Christ 
in God. But when Christ is revealed – and 
he is your life – you too will be revealed in 
all your glory with him. 
 
Sequence 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer 
sacrifice and praise. The sheep are 
ransomed by the Lamb; and Christ, the 
undefiled, hath sinners to his Father 
reconciled. 

Death with life contended: combat 
strangely ended! Life’s own Champion, 
slain, yet lives to reign. Tell us, Mary: say 
what thou didst see upon the way. The 
tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ’s 
glory as he rose! The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. Christ, 
my hope, has risen: he goes before you into 
Galilee. That Christ is truly risen from the 
dead we know. Victorious king, thy mercy 
show! 
 
Gospel 
Mt 28:1-10 
After the Sabbath, and towards dawn on 
the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala 
and the other Mary went to visit the 
sepulchre. And all at once there was a 
violent earthquake, for the angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled away the stone and sat on it. His face 
was like lightning, his robe white as snow. 
The guards were so shaken, so frightened of 
him, that they were like dead men. But the 
angel spoke; and he said to the women, 
‘There is no need for you to be afraid. I 
know you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as 
he said he would. Come and see the place 
where he lay, then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, “He has risen from the dead and 
now he is going before you to Galilee; it is 
there you will see him.” Now I have told 
you.’ Filled with awe and great joy the 
women came quickly away from the tomb 
and ran to tell the disciples. 
And there, coming to meet them, was 
Jesus. ‘Greetings,’ he said. And the women 
came up to him and, falling down before 
him, clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers that they must leave for Galilee; 
they will see me there.’ 
 
Reflection 
On this, the most important celebration in 
the Christian calendar, it is a shame that the 
reading chosen for the Lectionary is 
something of a let-down. Certainly, within 
the gospel reading we have the discovery of 
the empty tomb by Mary of Magdala; the 
disbelieving disciples running to find things 
exactly as Mary had described; and the 
dawning realisation of what Jesus had 
meant when he so frequently spoke about  

 
 
rising from the dead. However, if the 
editors of the Lectionary had chosen to also 
include the next nine verses of the Gospel 
we would have also heard the magnificent 
encounter between Mary and the risen 
Lord, confirming that it was a woman, Mary 
Magdala, who was the first witness to 
Christ’s resurrection. As it is, we never hear 
this account as part of the cycle of Sunday 
readings. 
The discovery of the empty tomb – 
although so simply told – is an astounding 
event that completes the Paschal Mystery: 
the passion, death AND resurrection of 
Jesus. Whilst Christ’s willingness to go to his 
death on the cross was an extraordinary 
statement of God’s love for humankind, it is 
his rising again from death that offers all 
Christian people hope. It is the second 
disciple – the one whom Jesus loved – who 
is the first to grasp the meaning of what has 
happened inside the tomb. The gospel tells 
us that upon entering the tomb and seeing 
Jesus’ burial cloths lying there, ‘he saw and 
he believed’. Unlike the later encounters 
with the risen Lord, this disciple recognised 
the truth and significance of what he saw in 
the empty tomb. He didn’t need to see the 
risen Lord to believe. Perhaps it is he that 
we today can best identify with. Not in a 
position to physically encounter the risen 
Christ, we are capable of seeing the signs of 
his resurrection and continuing presence in 
the world and choose to believe. 

- Greg Sunter 
 
 
We welcome this week as our 
Celebrant: Fr Dado 
 



OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 
O God, You show us in St Luke, our 
patron, a person of faith who desired all 
people to come to know and love you in 
the community of your Church. Teach us 
to embrace what St Luke pioneered: 
discipleship of Jesus Christ. Trusting in 
your love and grace and nourished by 
Word and Sacrament may we grow in 
our relationship with you and together 
make our Catholic Faith Community a 
community of communities, a sanctuary 
where the thirsty come to drink in the 
midst of their journey, and a center of 
constant missionary outreach. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
St Luke, pray for us.  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 
pray for us.  
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 
Bishop Vincent’s Easter Message 
Dear friends, 
This year, for the first time perhaps ever, 
Easter is celebrated in our virtually empty 
cathedral and in many churches around the 
world. Of course, we all hope that this 
strange phenomenon is only temporary and 
once the coronavirus crisis is over, we will 
be able to gather and to do things the way 
we did before. 
While we yearn for familiarity and security, 
we must not allow ourselves to be 
unmoved by the signs of the times. We 
must discern what the Holy Spirit is saying 
and seize this moment as a kairos, an 
opportune moment to seek the will of God 
for us in a world that is being radically 
transformed before our eyes. 
Pope Francis did this when he appeared 
alone at St Peter’s Square last week. He said 
the pandemic uncovers our false certainties 
around which we construct our projects, 
habits and priorities. When carry these 
things on without regard for the poor, the 
afflicted and the ailing planet, the 
consequences can only be destructive. 
When we are out of touch with the natural 
world and our spiritual roots, we deprive 
ourselves of the antibodies we need to 
confront adversity. 
This crisis, in other words, is a symptom of a 
deeper malaise, a sign that we have 
alienated ourselves from the God of life and 
love; that we have become dull to the cry of 
God’s poor and the cry of God’s creation. 
Therefore, it is an opportunity for us to 
recognise our own sinfulness that 
contributes to the suffering of Body of 
Christ, now, at this moment, in the poor, 
the dispossessed, the marginalised and our 
wounded Mother Earth. It is a kairos for us 
to further God’s restorative justice in the 
world. 
But this crisis also has significance for the 
way we are being Church moving forward. I 
cannot help but wonder whether the time 
of empty and closed churches is not some 

kind of cautionary vision of what might 
happen in a not distant future. This is what 
it could look like in years to come. Certainly, 
as tourists you would have seen many 
churches in Europe being reduced to near 
empty and in some instances repurposed 
for communal usage. 
Some might see this as a sign of religious 
decay or even moral decadence. Others 
would suggest that we are at a threshold of 
an emerging Christianity, which is not 
confined to ornate cathedrals or churches, 
convents and monasteries. 
The Gospel tonight speaks of the 
bewilderment and disillusionment of the 
disciples as they were confronted with an 
empty tomb. They were reassured that this 
was not a dead end and that Jesus had risen 
and had gone ahead of them to Galilee. A 
question to stimulate meditation for this 
strange Easter: Where is the Galilee of 
today or where we can encounter the risen 
Christ? 
Galilee is emblematic of Jesus’ radical, 
inclusive and boundary-breaking mission. It 
is where he healed the sick, championed 
the cause of the oppressed and 
transformed lives. 
We must learn to broaden radically the 
boundaries of our understanding of the 
church. Pope Francis famously commented 
a passage from the Book of Revelation in 
which Jesus stands before the door and 
knocks. The Pope said: “Today Christ is 
knocking from inside the church and wants 
to get out.” 
We encounter the living Christ, therefore, 
beyond the known boundaries of our 
worldview and the safe moorings of the 
past. We meet him as a community of 
seekers of truth, meaning and ultimate 
concern. More importantly, we witness to 
him in our acts of solidarity, communion 
and love. 
Brothers and sisters, 
Let us embrace this Easter as a challenge to 
seek Christ anew. Let us not seek the living 
among the dead. Let us seek him boldly and 
tenaciously, and let us not be taken aback if 
he appears to us as a foreigner, a stranger 
or an outsider. 
We will recognise him by his wounds, by his 
voice when he speaks to us intimately, by 
the Spirit that brings peace and banishes 
fear. 
Let Easter get into us. Let Easter come and 
live where we live. Let Easter permeate our 
souls. Let Him Easter in us, and be “a 
dayspring to the dimness of us”. 
In this holy season of Easter 2020, may we 
all allow the Risen Jesus to ‘Easter in us’! 
 
Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv 
Bishop of Parramatta 
 
 

RESOURCES TO USE FOR PRAYER AT THIS TIME 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
have compiled a list of online resources 
from many different areas. 
https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 
The Diocese of Parramatta Website has 
created a dedicated COVID19 page with 
Diocesan updates and a compilation of 
resources, links and articles to assist us 
during this time. 
https://parracatholic.org/covid19/ 
The Institute for Mission in the Diocese of 
Parramatta has an online library with a 
wide selection of resources to select from. 
This time of physical isolation may be a 
time to learn and grow in our faith. To 
subscribe visit 
https://www.ifm.org.au/onlinereading 
From the Office for Worship, Diocese of 
Parramatta 
Liturgy Help have given free access for the 
next few months to people in our diocese. 
You will find resources to assist members of 
your household to pray at this time. 
www.liturgyhelp.com/aus/parra/pray 
 
   
Youth Corner (Saintlukesyg@gmail.com) 

See our ‘Saints in Training’ update on the St 
Luke’s Facebook page and on Instagram. 

MESSAGE FROM DEACON TONY    
We will continue to update our Facebook 
page as things develop. If you have not 
already done so, please go to this page 
(www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark) 
and ‘like’ us so that you get our updates as 
soon as they occur. 
 

WEEKEND MASS                              
Sunday 10.00am 

St Luke’s Catholic College (Enter via 
Frontier Ave Marsden Park) 

Baptisms available most Sundays after 
Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761 

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100 
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au 


