
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO COMMITS TO BEING A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

First Reading 
Acts 2:14, 22-33 
On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up 
with the Eleven and addressed the crowd in 
a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen to what I 
am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was a 
man commended to you by God by the 
miracles and portents and signs that God 
worked through him when he was among 
you, as you all know. This man, who was 
put into your power by the deliberate 
intention and foreknowledge of God, you 
took and had crucified by men outside the 
Law. You killed him, but God raised him to 
life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; 
for it was impossible for him to be held in 
its power since, as David says of him: 
I saw the Lord before me always, for with 
him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 
So my heart was glad and my tongue cried 
out with joy: my body, too, will rest in the 
hope that you will not abandon my soul to 
Hades nor allow your holy one to 
experience corruption. You have made 
known the way of life to me, you will fill me 
with gladness through your presence. 
‘Brothers, no one can deny that the 
patriarch David himself is dead and buried: 
his tomb is still with us. But since he was a 
prophet, and knew that God had sworn him 
an oath to make one of his descendants 
succeed him on the throne, what he 
foresaw and spoke about was the 
resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who 
was not abandoned to Hades, and whose 
body did not experience corruption. God 
raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us 
are witnesses to that. Now raised to the 
heights by God’s right hand, he has 
received from the Father the Holy Spirit, 
who was promised, and what you see and 
hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. v.11 
Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
Second reading         
1 Pt 1:17-21 
If you are acknowledging as your Father 
one who has no favourites and judges 
everyone according to what he has done, 
you must be scrupulously careful as long as 
you are living away from your home. 
Remember, the ransom that was paid to 

free you from the useless way of life your 
ancestors handed down was not paid in 
anything corruptible, neither in silver nor 
gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb 
without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, 
though known since before the world was 
made, has been revealed only in our time, 
the end of the ages, for your sake. Through 
him you now have faith in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory for 
that very reason – so that you would have 
faith and hope in God. 
 
Gospel                                         
Lk 24:13-35 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their 
way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and they were talking 
together about all that had happened. Now 
as they talked this over, Jesus himself came 
up and walked by their side; but something 
prevented them from recognising him. He 
said to them, ‘What matters are you 
discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped 
short, their faces downcast. Then one of 
them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You 
must be the only person staying in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have been happening there these last 
few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All 
about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered 
‘who proved he was a great prophet by the 
things he said and did in the sight of God 
and of the whole people; and how our chief 
priests and our leaders handed him over to 
be sentenced to death, and had him 
crucified. Our own hope had been that he 
would be the one to set Israel free. And this 
is not all: two whole days have gone by 
since it all happened; and some women 
from our group have astounded us: they 
went to the tomb in the early morning, and 
when they did not find the body, they came 
back to tell us they had seen a vision of 
angels who declared he was alive. Some of 
our friends went to the tomb and found 
everything exactly as the women had 
reported, but of him they saw nothing.’ 
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So 
slow to believe the full message of the 
prophets! Was it not ordained that the 
Christ should suffer and so enter into his 
glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going 
through all the prophets, he explained to  
 

 
them the passages throughout the 
scriptures that were about himself. 
When they drew near to the village to 
which they were going, he made as if to go 
on; but they pressed him to stay with them. 
‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day 
is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with 
them. Now while he was with them at 
table, he took the bread and said the 
blessing; then he broke it and handed it to 
them. And their eyes were opened and they 
recognised him; but he had vanished from 
their sight. Then they said to each other, 
‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he 
talked to us on the road and explained the 
scriptures to us?’ They set out that instant 
and returned to Jerusalem. There they 
found the Eleven assembled together with 
their companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it 
is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared 
to Simon.’ Then they told their story of 
what had happened on the road and how 
they had recognised him at the breaking of 
bread. 
 
Reflection 
With very good reason, the story of the 
road to Emmaus is thought to be the best 
parallel we have in the New Testament to 
our weekly celebration of the Eucharist. 
This idea could be a little surprising for 
some who might think the Last Supper 
would hold more similarities. Luke, 
however, reminds his community, who are 
like us, that even though they, like us, are 
prevented from seeing Jesus, they can still 
have a life-changing experience of his 
presence. The disciples are on a journey of 
faith and Jesus meets them where they are, 
as they are. This is a critical detail in the 
story. Jesus listens to their expectations, 
hopes and disappointments and only after 



they have expressed the reality of their 
situation, does Christ open the scriptures to 
them. In doing so he takes their 
disillusionment and enables them to see 
the connections with the story of salvation. 
This leads them to hope. Even then, they do 
not recognise who Jesus is until he breaks 
the bread, and in that action, he is revealed 
as the one in whom they had been hoping. 
This experience drives them back to 
Jerusalem to witness to the power of 
Christ's resurrection. Every Sunday as part 
of our journey of faith we embark on our 
road to Emmaus. There is never any point in 
us coming here pretending to be different 
from how we actually feel and who we are. 
God sees our hearts and minds and wants 
to meet us in the midst of our lives, 
whatever they may be like. The Emmaus 
story teaches us that Jesus firstly wants to 
listen to us before he wants us to listen to 
Him. Emmaus, however, was not just about 
the disciples and their lives, in the same 
way that the Eucharist is not just about our 
lives either. Christ opens the scriptures to 
us each week so that we can make sense of 
our experience, see the ways in which God 
is present and absent and recognise our 
own foolishness. As with the Emmaus 
disciples, we are welcomed to the table of 
the Lord where we recognise Christ in the 
breaking of the bread and the pouring of 
the cup. This meal enables us to go out 
from here and proclaim to all we meet that 
Christ is risen. 

- Richard Leonard SJ 

 
 

We welcome this week as our 
Celebrant: Fr Chris de Souza 
 

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 
O God, You show us in St Luke, our 
patron, a person of faith who desired all 
people to come to know and love you in 
the community of your Church. Teach us 
to embrace what St Luke pioneered: 
discipleship of Jesus Christ. Trusting in 
your love and grace and nourished by 
Word and Sacrament may we grow in 
our relationship with you and together 
make our Catholic Faith Community a 
community of communities, a sanctuary 
where the thirsty come to drink in the 
midst of their journey, and a center of 
constant missionary outreach. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
St Luke, pray for us.  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, 
pray for us.  
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 

ATTENTION READERS 
As we continue to gather for Liturgies 
online, and therefore don’t have our usual 
arrangements for rosters to be completed 
in the foyer after Mass, we have created an 
online form. 
Therefore, we are asking readers to click on 
the link below and advise us of your 
availability to be part of our reading 
ministry in coming weeks: 
https://forms.gle/595584bbZGJsZ7zc6 
 
JOIN US FOR LITURGY/MASS AT 10AM 
EVERY SUNDAY DURING THE COVID-
19 RESTRICTIONS via Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500 
 
A Birthday message from Bishop Vincent 
Dear St Luke's parishioners, 
On this 2nd anniversary of the 
establishment of the parochial district, I 
warmly congratulate you for being part of 
this faith community that acts as a cohesive 
force in a burgeoning suburb of Marsden 
Park.  
The growth of this part of Western Sydney 
has been exponential. For many who have 
moved into their new homes here, it can be 
quite exciting as well as unsettling. Building 
a network of support and establishing 
yourselves socially can be challenging.  
St Luke's has been a beacon of hope  
where you can find a home beyond your 
own homes and where your children can be 
assured of a safe, welcoming and loving 
environment. It is also where we Catholics 
endeavour to witness to our Gospel values. 
St Luke our Patron is a saint who epitomises 
universal, inclusive and boundary-breaking 
love of God. 
Thank you for making St Luke's  
such a great community under the pastoral 
leadership of Deacon Tony and his wife 
Annette. May God bless you and keep you 
safe during this pandemic. May we unite 
together in our mutual care and support.  
In Christ, 
Bishop Vincent 
 
Saturday Sessions 
Create community online as we gather to 
share and grow faith, every Saturday from 
11am - 12pm with ‘Saturday Sessions’. 
Listen to the pre-recorded presentation 
about a topic of faith before Saturday 11am 
and then join an online group discussion via 
Zoom between 11am – 12pm.  
Registration essential.  
Register at 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIsdOyp
qDgrHN2vSOOsoJinf7UG30zsSFCM 
  
For further information contact Lisa at 
lisa.bright@parracatholic.org    
 
 

What I love about St Luke’s: 

 
 
 
Youth Corner (Saintlukesyg@gmail.com) 

The next ‘Saints in Training’ gathering will 
be advised. For details please email 
saintlukesyg@gmail.com 

See our ‘Saints in Training’ update on the  
St Luke’s Facebook page and on Instagram. 

MESSAGE FROM DEACON TONY    
We will continue to update our Facebook 
page as things develop. 
(www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark) 
‘Like’ us now so that you get our updates. 

 

WEEKEND MASS                              
Sunday 10.00am 

St Luke’s Catholic College (Enter via 
Frontier Ave Marsden Park) 

Baptisms available most Sundays after 
Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761 

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100 
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au 


