CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

@ St Lukes

OUR VISION:

Sunday, July 26, 2020

The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

1Kgs 3:5.7-12

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to
give you.” Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God,
you have made your servant king in
succession to David my father. Butlam a
very young man, unskilled in leadership.
Your servant finds himself in the midst of
this people of yours that you have chosen, a
people so many its numbers cannot be
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a
heart to understand how to discern
between good and evil, for who could
govern this people of yours that is so
great?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon should
have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked
for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for
long life for yourself or riches or the lives of
your enemies, but have asked for a
discerning judgement for yourself, here and
now | do what you ask. | give you a heart
wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 118:57.72.76-77. 127-130. R. v.97
Lord, I love your commands.

Second reading

Rom 8:28-30

We know that by turning everything to their
good God co-operates with all those who
love him, with all those that he has called
according to his purpose. They are the ones
he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his
Son might be the eldest of many brothers.
He called those he intended for this; those
he called he justified, and with those he
justified he shared his glory.

Gospel

Mt 13:44-46

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field
which someone has found; he hides it
again, goes off happy, sells everything he
owns and buys the field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he
finds one of great value he goes and sells
everything he owns and buys it.”

Reflection:
The twin parables of today’s gospel — the
treasure in the field and the pearl of great
value — reveal a paradoxical truth about the
kingdom of Heaven. Throughout the
gospels, Jesus presents the kingdom as
‘now but not yet’; as ‘present but future’.
This paradox is captured in these twin
parables. In both cases, the kingdom is
likened to something of great value that is
discovered but cannot be immediately
grasped. In both parables, the finder must
go away and sell everything so that they
can eventually come to possess the
treasure they have discovered.
By comparing this experience with the
kingdom of Heaven, Jesus suggests that
most of us can only ever catch glimpses of
what it means to live in the kingdom. For
most of us, only in the future reality of
heaven will we ever fully come to
understand the kingdom. However, those
glimpses that we catch — those moments of
inspiration and connection with God and
with one another — are like the treasures of
the parables. They are enough to inspire us
to do what it takes to make sure that we
will one day enter into that kingdom reality.
- Greg Sunter

WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S
WITHOUT TOUCHING ANY
CURRENCY?

We are aware that many people are not
wanting to touch currency at present
for hygiene reasons.

So, we are providing this information to
our community members to support
their giving via their bank accounts
direct to the Church.

The details for giving to our regular
collections, which were normally taken
up during Mass (pre COVID times), are:

1%t Collection (living costs of clergy in
our Diocese):

BSB: 067 950

Account: 000 04265

Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta
BOM (Board of Management)
Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your
name (it’s important that you include
this reference).

2" Collection (cost of running St Luke’s
Catholic Faith Community)

BSB: 067 950

Account: 000 04307

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

Please consider making these

recurring payments (weekly).

We welcome this week as our
Celebrants: Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil)
and Fr John Hogan (Sunday 10am)

PLEASE NOTE: The dispensation from
attending Mass for all Catholics in our
Diocese remains in place. So, no one is
obligated to attend Mass until further
notice. If you have cold or flu
symptoms or an allergy, please stay at
home.




