Sunday, October 25, 2020
The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
OUR VISION:
“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”
Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of
your faith in God has spread everywhere.
We do not need to tell other people about
it: other people tell us how we started the
work among you, how you broke with
idolatry when you were converted to God
and became servants of the real, living God;
and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his
Son, whom he raised from the dead, to
come from heaven to save us from the
retribution which is coming.
Gospel
Mt 22:34-40

First Reading
Ex 22:20-26

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of
Israel this, “You must not molest the
stranger or oppress him, for you lived as
strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not
be harsh with the widow, or with the
orphan; if you are harsh with them, they
will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall
hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall
kill you with the sword, your own wives will
be widows, your own children orphans.
“If you lend money to any of my people, to
any poor man among you, you must not
play the usurer with him: you must not
demand interest from him. “If you take
another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it
back to him before sunset. It is all the
covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his
body in; what else would he sleep in? If he
cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of
pity.”’
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2

I love you, Lord, my strength.
Second reading
1 Thes 1:5-10

You observed the sort of life we lived when
we were with you, which was for your
instruction, and you were led to become
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was
with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took
to the gospel, in spite of the great
opposition all round you. This has made you
the great example to all believers in
Macedonia and Achaia since it was from
you that the word of the Lord started to
spread – and not only throughout

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had
silenced the Sadducees they got together
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a
question, ‘Master, which is the greatest
commandment of the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You
must love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the greatest and the first
commandment. The second resembles it:
you must love your neighbour as yourself.
On these two commandments hang the
whole Law, and the Prophets also.’
Reflection: Jesus’ words call us to love our
neighbour as ourselves. We are called to
treat others as we would like to be treated
ourselves. To be able to do this, we need to
picture ourselves in their place –
experiencing all that they are experiencing;
not imposing our own values and
circumstances. To see ourself in the place
of another is the key to responding with
compassion. The origin of the word
‘compassion’ means experiencing with. If
we are able to truly ‘experience with’
another person perhaps then we can
genuinely recognise and respond to their
needs.
There is an implicit, or understood,
commandment within the command to love
your neighbour as yourself. That is, we
must first love ourselves. Whilst to say
someone ‘loves themself’ is used as a
criticism of a person who is a bit too vain,
that is not what is intended here. If we are
to love others as we love ourself we must
first be content and happy with who we
are. It is only when we are comfortable with
who we are that we are able to reach out to
those around us with compassion.
Greg Sunter

We welcome this week as our
Celebrants: Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil)
Fr Gregory Jacobs (10am)
WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S WITHOUT
TOUCHING ANY CURRENCY?

We are aware that many people are not
wanting to touch currency at present
for hygiene reasons.
The details for giving electronically to
our regular collections, which were
normally taken up during Mass (pre
COVID times), are:
1st Collection
(living costs of clergy in our Diocese):
BSB: 067 950
Account: 000 04265
Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM
(Board of Management)
Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name
(it’s important that you include this
reference).
2nd Collection
(cost of running St Luke’s Community)
BSB: 067 950
Account: 0004026
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name
OR:

Scan the QR Code using your phone camera
and click the link
Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK – St Luke’s
Catholic Faith Community’
St Luke’s Building fund
(for a future Church building)
BSB: 067 950
Account: 000 04307
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name
Please consider making these recurring
payments (weekly).

PLEASE NOTE: The dispensation from
attending Mass for all Catholics in our
Diocese remains in place. If you have cold
or flu symptoms or an allergy, please stay
at home.

Position Vacant:
Head of Mission Integration – Caritas
Australia. For more details, please visit
https://www.caritas.org.au/about/jobs/pos
itions-vacant

IMPORTANT ST LUKE’S ANNOUNCEMENT
"On consideration of the most recent NSW
Health advice, the Diocese of Parramatta
highly recommends all worshippers at
Masses in the Diocese to wear a mask to,
during, and from Mass and other services.
We sincerely thank you for understanding,
and for playing your part in keeping our
community safe."

BAPTISMS
The Sacrament of Initiation (Baptism) may
be celebrated in the Diocese of Parramatta,
with a ‘100-person-limit’ applying. Contact
Deacon Tony for further information at
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Reconciliation will now be offered on the 1st
and 3rd Saturday of the month, after the
5.30pm Vigil Mass.
With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions
from July 1, we are able to have 100 people
at each Mass. Bookings are required. We
have set up online ticketing with Eventbrite.
The ‘ticket’ booking
links are:
Saturday Vigil (5.30pm) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1105827
13874
Sunday morning (10am) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1105830
72948

Sunday 10am Mass via zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER
O God, You show us in St Luke, our
patron, a person of faith who desired all
people to come to know and love you in
the community of your Church. Teach us
to embrace what St Luke pioneered:
discipleship of Jesus Christ. Trusting in
your love and grace and nourished by
Word and Sacrament may we grow in
our relationship with you and together
make our Catholic Faith Community a
community of communities, a sanctuary
where the thirsty come to drink in the
midst of their journey, and a center of
constant missionary outreach. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
St Luke, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,
pray for us.
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
Weekly Novena to the
Mother of Perpetual
Help:
Wednesdays at 7.30pm
via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454

Welcome to The Well
The Diocese of Parramatta proudly
announces its latest initiative – The Well. In
what can be described as ‘Netflix for
Catholics’, The Well is a new online
platform that provides free, ‘on-demand’
inspiration for families, children, young
people and faith communities. Explore
fresh offerings every week. Check it out
at www.thewell.org.au

Madonna magazine – a gift of spiritual
sustenance that lasts a whole year
Madonna magazine, published by Jesuit
Communications, is an ideal spiritual
companion – containing daily prayers,
deep reflections and faith-focused
articles. We invite you to subscribe or
consider taking out a gift subscription
for a loved one for only $53 a year. You
can find out more about Madonna at:
www.madonnamagazine.com.au
Call for Nominations for the Diocesan
Pastoral Council
Bishop Vincent is calling for nominations for
the Diocesan Pastoral Council. Working
with the Bishop, the Diocesan Pastoral
Council assists with the pastoral
governance of the Church. The Council are
seeking a cross-section of people from
across the Diocese with different
backgrounds and experiences. For more
information, please visit
parracatholic.org/advisorycouncils/
Applications close Monday 2 November.
Catholic Youth Parramatta engaging young
people in new ways
Catholic Youth Parramatta has established a
dynamic schedule of networking
opportunities, formation and resources to
support ministry and engagement with
young people of the Diocese in new ways.
From inspiring quotes and scripture
references on Mondays, to faith-filled live
performances on Wednesday to launching
new home-grown resources on Friday.
Check out CYP’s Facebook and Instagram
pages and
https://www.parracatholic.org/cyp/ to
download and share the resources.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish All Souls’ Day
Masses: 2 November
To commemorate All Souls’ Day on 2
November, Mass will be celebrated at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at 6.30am,
12.30pm and 7pm. A special Mass will also
be held at St Patrick’s Cemetery in North
Parramatta at 6pm. For more information,
contact the Cathedral Parish on (02) 8839
8400.
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE GONE
BEFORE US
As November commences next Sunday, we
enter a month when we traditionally call to
mind, and pray for, our loved ones who
have died.
Due to COVID practices, we will not have a
book for you to write in this year, but we
have set up a prayer form on our website.
Please visit: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au.
Scroll down to the section headed:
‘Submit your own prayer intention or
prayer of thanks’. By completing the prayer
form, and naming your deceased loved
ones, we will be able to hold them in prayer
at each Mass next month.

Youth Corner (Saintlukesyg@gmail.com)
The next ‘Saints in Training’ gathering will
be via zoom on Friday 6 November at 7pm.
For details please email:
saintlukesyg@gmail.com

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am
RECONCILIATION
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month after
the Vigil Mass
St Luke’s Catholic College (Enter via
Frontier Ave Marsden Park)
Baptisms available most Sundays after
Mass. Apply via email.
CONTACT US
Pastoral Director:
Deacon Tony Hoban
Phone:
(02) 8840 8521
Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address:
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
Postal Address:
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761
SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au

