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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, December 27, 2020

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

Gen 15:1-6. 21:1-3

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram
in a vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, | am your
shield; your reward will be very great’.

‘My Lord’, Abram replied, ‘what do you
intend to give me? | go childless...” Then
Abram said, ‘See, you have given me no
descendants; some man of my household
will be my heir.” And then this word of the
Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall not be
your heir; your heir shall be one of your
own flesh and blood.” Then taking him
outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and
count the stars if you can. Such will be your
descendants,’” he told him. Abram put his
faith in the Lord, who counted this as
making him justified. The Lord dealt kindly
with Sarah as he had said, and did what he
had promised her. So Sarah conceived and
bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the
time God had promised. Abraham named
the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom
Sarah had given birth.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 104:1-6. 8-9. R.vv.7.8
The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Second reading

Col 3:12-21

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he
loves you and you should be clothed in
sincere compassion, in kindness and
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with one another; forgive each other as
soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same.
Over all these clothes, to keep them
together and complete them, put on love.
And may the peace of Christ reign in your
hearts, because it is for this that you were

called together as parts of one body.
Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness,
find a home with you. Teach each other,
and advise each other, in all wisdom. With
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God; and
never say or do anything except in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you
should in the Lord. Husbands, love your
wives and treat them with gentleness.
Children, be obedient to your parents
always, because that is what will please the
Lord. Parents, never drive your children to
resentment or you will make them feel
frustrated.

Gospel

Lk 2:22. 39-40

When the day came for them to be purified
as laid down by the Law of Moses, the
parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord.

When they had done everything the Law of
the Lord required, they went back to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and
he was filled with wisdom; and God’s
favour was with him.

Reflection: Look at any newspaper,
magazine, television current affairs
program or social commentary and you will
be bombarded with the notion that the
institution of family is under attack. Rather,
what appears to be under attack is a
particular view of what it means to be
‘family’. Society in general and
governments in particular are recognising
the reality that ‘family’ is a much more fluid
term than it used to be. Rather than an
attack on family, it might be argued that
there is in fact an embracing of the concept
of family by making its definition much
broader.

In this feast we celebrate the Holy Family:
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The model of
family that we have in this Holy Family is a
model that would not be entirely out of
place in the 21st Century. Mary was a very
young woman; possibly no more than 13 or
14 years old. Joseph was an older man;
possibly on his second marriage. There was

a degree of scandal about the conception of
their child and Joseph seriously
contemplated whether or not he would go
ahead with the marriage. They were forced
to flee their homeland and seek protection
as refugees in Egypt. We see from today’s
passage that the parents are doing their
best to be faithful to their religious and
cultural traditions whilst worrying about
what the future holds for their son. It is a
picture that is not too different from the
situation in which many families today find
themselves. So while we celebrate today
the feast of the Holy Family, it is very much
a celebration of every family.

- GregSunter

PLEASE NOTE: The dispensation from
attending Mass for all Catholics in our
Diocese remains in place. If you have cold
or flu symptoms or an allergy, please stay
at home.

IMPORTANT ST LUKE’S ANNOUNCEMENT
"On consideration of NSW Health advice,
the Diocese of Parramatta highly
recommends all worshippers at Masses in
the Diocese to wear a mask to, during, and
from Mass and other Services.

We sincerely thank you for understanding,
and for playing your part in keeping our
community safe."

We welcome this week as our
Celebrants: Fr Mick O’Callaghan (Vigil)
Fr John Hogan (10am)

For inquiries about the Sacrament of
Initiation (Baptism) contact Deacon Tony at
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Reconciliation will now be offered on the
1t and 3" Saturday of the month, after the
5.30pm Vigil Mass.



WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S WITHOUT
TOUCHING ANY CURRENCY?

The details for giving electronically to our
regular collections are:

1% Collection

(living costs of clergy in our Diocese):

BSB: 067 950

Account: 000 04265

Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM
(Board of Management)

Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name
(it’s important to include this reference).
2" Collection

(costs of running St Luke’s Community)
BSB: 067 950

Account: 0004026

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

OR:
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Scan the QR Code using your phone camera
and click the link

Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK — St Luke’s
Catholic Faith Community’

St Luke’s Building fund

(for a future Church building)

BSB: 067 950

Account: 000 04307

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

Please consider making these recurring
payments (weekly).

We are now able to have 150 people at
each Mass. Bookings are required. We have
set up online ticketing with Eventbrite.

The ‘ticket’ booking
links are:

eventbrite

Saturday Vigil (5.30pm) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1105827
13874

Sunday morning (10am) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1105830
72948
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Sunday 10am Mass via zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500

Position Vacant:

Parish Secretary — Sacred Heart Parish,
Blackheath — Applications close 15/1/21
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER

0O God, You show us in St Luke, our
patron, a person of faith who desired all
people to come to know and love you in
the community of your Church. Teach us
to embrace what St Luke pioneered:
discipleship of Jesus Christ. Trusting in
your love and grace and nourished by
Word and Sacrament may we grow in
our relationship with you and together
make our Catholic Faith Community a
community of communities, a sanctuary
where the thirsty come to drink in the
midst of their journey, and a center of
constant missionary outreach. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Luke, pray for us.

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,
pray for us.

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us

Bishop Vincent’s Christmas Message:

Each Christmas season we are asked to hear
liberating Good News. God has joined
himself to us inseparably! When Mary gives
birth to Jesus our Saviour, the
‘overshadowing’ presence of God is now
fully revealed in a precious child. God loves
us so much that He becomes one of us! And
yet we all struggle with false images and
representations of God. Too often they
prevent us from seeing the real God at
work in our lives.

As Les Murray, the great Australian poet
once wrote in The Boys Who Stole the
Funeral, a dead World War | digger cries
out, “The true God gives his flesh and
blood. Idols demand yours off you.”

Yes, we can all actually make things difficult
for ourselves and others, by not properly
appreciating the depths of our own faith.
Too often, we substitute the wondrous and
life-giving mystery of God with something
(an idol) that diminishes us.

This Advent our vision of Christ needs to
expand. Let’s especially remember God’s
closeness to us and our responsibility to
become peacemakers. In this season of
peace and goodwill we see our God
reduced to the most vulnerable of
creatures; another little Middle Eastern boy
caught up in homelessness, poverty and a
cruel cycle of violence. He gave up
everything in order to become one with us.
You cannot get closer than that! He comes
to us, and stays with us, especially in times
of difficulty and loneliness. We might say
that Christmas is the feast of ‘closeness’. It
is the time when family and friends who are
separated — by geography, by hurt or anger,
or simply by the distances created by time —
come together again to celebrate this
joyous feast and to renew their bonds with
one another and, we hope, with Christ.
Christmas reunions can be wonderful. They

can also open old wounds and bring back
painful memories. To make Christmas joyful
we must be able to forgive one another and
let go of past injuries — real and

imagined. We humans often struggle
mightily our whole lives to really accept this
Divine Love that gives itself so totally. But
this is precisely the Good News of our
Catholic faith. Our God becomes a tiny
infant — fragile yet divine.

May the Christ child bless you and your
loved ones this Christmas 2020 and give
you His strength and peace in the New Year
ahead.

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv

Bishop of Parramatta

The Epiphany Pilgrimage 2021

The Epiphany Pilgrimage is a not-for-profit
event of the Diocese of Parramatta and
outreach of the Blue Mountains Deanery.
From 2 — 9 January, pilgrims walk through
the beautiful Blue Mountains bushland and
spend time in prayer and fellowship.
Limited overnight registrations are
available, and day walkers are welcome. For
more information and to register, visit
www.epiphanypilgrimage.org. To follow the
journey see
https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgri

mage/

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

RECONCILIATION
1°t & 3" Saturday of the month after
the Vigil Mass

St Luke’s Catholic College (Enter via
Frontier Ave Marsden Park)

Baptisms available most Sundays after
Mass. Apply via email.

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Instagram:
stlukes_marsdenpark

Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
Postal Address:

PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au




