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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, May 16, 2021
The Ascension of The Lord
Year B

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

Acts 1:1-11

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from
the beginning until the day he gave his
instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up
to heaven. He had shown himself alive to
them after his Passion by many
demonstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell them
about the kingdom of God. When he had
been at table with them, he had told them
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for
what the Father had promised. ‘It is,” he
had said, ‘what you have heard me speak
about: John baptised with water but you,
not many days from now, will be baptised
with the Holy Spirit.”

Now having met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied,
‘It is not for you to know times or dates that
the Father has decided by his own
authority, but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you
will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem
but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and
indeed to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they
looked on, and a cloud took him from their
sight. They were still staring into the sky
when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are
you men from Galilee standing here looking
into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have
seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm:
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Second Reading

Eph 1:17-23

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom
and perception of what is revealed, to bring
you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you
can see what hope his call holds for you,
what rich glories he has promised the saints
will inherit and how infinitely great is the
power that he has exercised for us
believers. This you can tell from the
strength of his power at work in Christ,
when he used it to raise him from the dead
and to make him sit at his right hand, in
heaven, far above every Sovereignty,
Authority, Power, or Domination, or any
other name that can be named, not only in
this age, but also in the age to come. He has
put all things under his feet, and made him,
as the ruler of everything, the head of the
Church; which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills the whole creation.

Gospel

Mk 16:15-20

Jesus showed himself to the Eleven and said
to them, ‘Go out to the whole world;
proclaim the Good News to all creation. He
who believes and is baptised is saved; he
who does not believe will be condemned.
These are the signs that will be associated
with believers: in my name they will cast
out devils; they will have the gift of
tongues; they will pick up snakes in their
hands, and be unharmed should they drink
deadly poison; they will lay their hands on
the sick, who will recover.’

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken
to them, was taken up into heaven: there at
the right hand of God he took his place,
while they, going out, preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them
and confirming the word by the signs that
accompanied it.

Reflection: Proclaim Good News

Francis of Assisi is credited with saying,
‘Preach the gospel at all times and when
necessary, use words!’ In every interaction
we have we say so much about who we are,
what we think of the other person and
what we believe — even without opening
our mouth. Our actions and attitudes
proclaim our beliefs more powerfully than

our words ever do. If we claim to be
concerned about justice and yet behave
unjustly then it is our actions, not our
words, that will be heard! When we are
called to ‘proclaim the Good News’ we are
called to do this first and foremost in
action.

- GregSunter

WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S WITHOUT
TOUCHING ANY CURRENCY?

The details for giving electronically to our
regular collections are:

1t Collection

(living costs of clergy in our Diocese):

BSB: 067 950

Account: 000 04265

Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM
(Board of Management)

Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name
(it’s important to include this reference).
2" Collection

(costs of running St Luke’s Community)
BSB: 067 950

Account: 0004026

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

OR:

Scan the QR Code using your phone camera
and click the link

Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK — St Luke’s
Catholic Faith Community’

St Luke’s Building fund

(for a future Church building)

BSB: 067 950

Account: 0004307

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

Please consider making these recurring
payments (weekly).

We welcome this week as our Celebrants:
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil)
Fr Gregory Jacobs (10am)



PLEASE NOTE: The dispensation from
attending Mass for all Catholics in our
Diocese remains in place. If you have cold
or flu symptoms or an allergy, please stay
at home.

Bookings are still required for Mass. Please
use the Eventbrite ticketing system as
follows:

The ‘ticket’ booking links are:

Saturday Vigil (5.30pm) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/110582713874

Sunday morning (10am) Mass
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/110583072948

For inquiries about the Sacrament of
Initiation (Baptism) contact Deacon Tony at
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

ST LUKE’S 2021 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
This year’s schedule is:

First Holy Communion

Preparation sessions on Wednesdays at
6pm: May 5, 12, 19, 26.

Sacrament received on Corpus Christi —
Saturday, June 5 at 5.30m Mass and Sunday
June 6 at 10am Mass.

First Reconciliation

Preparation sessions: Wednesdays at 6pm:
July 7, 21, 28

Sacrament received on Wednesday, August
11 from 6 — 7.30pm.

Confirmation

Preparation sessions: Wednesdays at 6pm:
October 6, 13, 20, 27.

Sacrament on Sunday, Oct 31 with Bishop
Vincent.

Preparation sessions at the College at

6pm. Parents will need to attend formation
sessions with their children. Enrolment
Forms available at our Welcome Table.
Return to Deacon Tony or email to
marsdenpark@parrcatholic.org

Reconciliation will now be offered on the
1%t and 3" Saturday of the month, after the
5.30pm Vigil Mass.

Z200m

Sunday 10am Mass via zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500

CatholicCare Blacktown Neighbourhood
Aid Volunteers Needed

Blacktown Neighbour Aid is looking for
volunteers to support senior clients in the
Blacktown area to remain living
independently in their own home. If you
would like to make a positive difference to
other’s lives, please contact the Manager,
Deb Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or email
deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au.

Community Visitors Scheme Volunteers
Needed

The Community Visitors Scheme, a program
with CatholicCare, is looking for volunteers
to provide a friendly visit to residents in
local Aged Care Facilities who are lonely or
isolated from their family and friends. If you
feel you could spare one hour a week or a
fortnight to help a person feel more valued
and respected, please contact the Manager,
Deb Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or

email deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au.

Bishop Vincent’s pastoral letter on the
proposed Parental Rights Bill
Bishop Vincent has released a pastoral
letter to the pastors, parents and the
faithful of the Diocese of Parramatta on the
proposed Parental Rights Bill. The letter can
be read here:
https://parracatholic.org/pastoral-letter-to-

understanding of Creation on Sunday 23
May from 9am to 3pm at the Winbourne
Function and Retreat Centre, Mulgoa. The
retreat will use imagery, story and creative
ways to explore our experience of the gift
of creation. Registration is $90, with
morning tea provided and BYO lunch. To
book, visit https://jisa.org.au/retreat/2957/
and for more information, contact

info@jisa.org.au

Rouse Hill Parish Mandarin Mass: Starting
June 20

Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Rouse Hill,
will commence celebrating Masses in
Mandarin on the third Sunday of each
month, beginning on 20 June at 3pm. Mass
will be followed by afternoon tea. For more
information, please contact the parish
office on (02) 8883 4063 or email
parishoffice@ourladyoftheangels.org.au

the-people-of-parramatta-on-the-parental-

rights-bill/

Please support our seminarians to answer
God’s call to the priesthood

At our Holy Spirit Seminary, Harris Park,
young men are training to become future
priests for the Diocese of Parramatta. Your
caring gift and prayers are needed to
support our seminarians to prepare for a
life of service to our community. Please give
generously via the Bishop’s Good Shepherd
Appeal giving envelopes or online

at yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal.
Thank you for your kind accompaniment.

Get vaccinated for the common good
Vaccination against COVID-19 is a morally
good thing, providing protection for the
person vaccinated and the wider
community. Some COVID-19 vaccines are
associated with ethically questionable
production and research practices, but
Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops
have advised that it is morally permissible
to receive any vaccine made available.
More information is available

at https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus

St Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre Men’s
Weekend: 21 - 23 May

St Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre in Douglas
Park, NSW, is hosting a Men’s Weekend
retreat from 21 to 23 May. The retreat will
reflect on select scripture passages and
exploring how the power of ‘Yes!” changed
circumstances in dark times. Registration is
$290 per person. For enquiries and the
RSVP, email contact@towersreteat.org.au,
call (02) 4630 0233 or visit
http://towersretreat.org.au

Heart of Creation Reflection Day: 23 May
Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia are
hosting a day retreat on the Ignatian

Weekly Novena to the

7 % Mother of Perpetual Help:
¥ ‘ Wednesdays at 7.30pm via
‘ Zoom:

https://usOZweb.zoom.us/j/624180454

The next ‘Saints in Training’ gathering will
be on Friday 28" May, meeting in the Hub
at St Luke’s Catholic College. All high school
aged students are welcome!

For details please email:
saintlukesyg@gmail.com

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

%

RECONCILIATION
1%t & 3 Saturday of the month after
the Vigil Mass

Baptisms available most Sundays after
Mass. Apply via email.

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
Postal Address:

PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au




