
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary time 

Year B 

First Reading 
Is 50:5-9 
The Lord has 
opened my 
ear. 
For my part, I 
made no 
resistance, 
neither did I 
turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face against insult and 
spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I 
am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set 
my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. My vindicator is here at hand.  
Does anyone start proceedings against me? 
Then let us go to court together. Who 
thinks he has a case against me? Let him 
approach me. The Lord is coming to my 
help, who dare condemn me? 
 
Second Reading 
Jas 2:14-18 
Take the case, my brothers and sisters, of 
someone who has never done a single good 
act but claims that he has faith. Will that 
faith save him? If one of the brothers or 
one of the sisters is in need of clothes and 
has not enough food to live on, and one of 
you says to them, ‘I wish you well; keep 
yourself warm and eat plenty,’ without 
giving them these bare necessities of life, 
then what good is that? Faith is like that: if 
good works do not go with it, it is quite 
dead. This is the way to talk to people of 
that kind: ‘You say you have faith and I have 
good deeds; I will prove to you that I have 
faith by showing you my good deeds – now 
you prove to me that you have faith 
without any good deeds to show.’ 
 
Gospel 
Mk 8:27-35 
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages 
round Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put 
this question to his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say I am?’ And they told him. ‘John 
the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others 
again, one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he 
asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke 
up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And 
he gave them strict orders not to tell 
anyone about him. And he began to teach 

them that the Son of Man was destined to 
suffer grievously, to be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and to be put to death, and after three days 
to rise again; and he said all this quite 
openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter 
started to remonstrate with him. But, 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! Because the way you think is not 
God’s way but man’s.’ He called the people 
and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone 
wants to be a follower of mine, let him 
renounce himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For anyone who wants to save 
his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it.’ 
 
Reflection: A Turning Point 
This passage forms a crucial turning point in 
the Gospel of Mark. It occurs at the very 
mid-point of the gospel – the end of 
chapter 8 in a 16 chapter gospel. From this 
point on the gospel takes a greater focus on 
what it means to be a disciple and Jesus’ 
movement towards Jerusalem. This passage 
in which Peter professes his faith in Jesus as 
the Messiah is immediately followed by the 
account of the Transfiguration. From this 
point onwards, the gospel writer reveals 
the growing understanding of Jesus’ 
identity that until now has been wrapped in 
secrecy. 

- Greg Sunter 

 
 

Safeguarding Sunday: 12 September 
The Parochial District of St Luke’s and the 
Diocese of Parramatta are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of 
children, young people and people at risk in 
our community. May our message be that 
child protection and the dignity of every 
person is the responsibility of every adult. 
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at: 
www.catholic.org.au/safeguardingsunday 

WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S? 
The details for giving electronically to our 
regular collections are: 
1st Collection 
(the living costs of clergy in our Diocese): 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 000 04265 
Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM  
Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name 
2nd Collection 
(the costs of running St Luke’s Community) 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004026 
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park 
Reference: Your name 
OR: 

 
Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK – St Luke’s 
Catholic Faith Community’ 
St Luke’s Building fund 
(for a future Church building) 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park 
Reference: Your name 
Please consider making these recurring 
payments (weekly). 

 
We welcome this week as our Celebrant:  
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am) 
 
If you have prayer needs, please visit our 
website https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 
and scroll down to the heading; ‘Submit 
your own prayer intention or prayer of 
thanks.’ We have a team of prayer warriors 
ready to pray for your requests. 
If you would like to speak personally, please 
call me on 8840 8521 or email 
tony.hoban@parracatholic.org 
Blessings to you and your family at this 
difficult time. 
- Deacon Tony 
 
 

 
Use this link for Zoom Mass: 
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500 
 



Season of Creation 

 
Creator of All, 
We are grateful that from your communion 
of love you created our planet to be a home 
for all. By your Holy Wisdom you made the 
Earth to bring forth a diversity of living 
beings that filled the soil, water, and air.  
We remember that you call human beings 
to keep your garden in ways that honour 
the dignity of each creature and conserve 
their place in the abundance of life on 
Earth. 
In this Season of Creation, we pray that the 
breath of your creative Word would move 
our hearts, as in the waters of our birth and 
baptism. Enlighten us with the grace to 
respond to your covenant and call to care 
for our common home. 
In our tilling and keeping, gladden our 
hearts to know that we participate with 
your Holy Spirit to renew the face of your 
Earth, and safeguard a home for all. In the 
name of the One who came to proclaim 
good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Fan the Flame – Towards Plenary Assembly 
One (October 2021) 
‘If anyone wants to be a follower of 
mine, let him renounce himself and take up 
his cross and follow me.’ Mark 8:27-35 
There can be no shortcuts, no bypassing the 
cross or the tomb, to encounter the 
resurrection. For new life and new hope to 
emerge, we need to acknowledge that we 
are a broken, hurt and traumatised 
Church… by standing in solidarity and 
compassion with each other, particularly 
the wounded, the poor and the 
traumatised. (Humble, Healing and Merciful 
– Discernment Paper pp. 12 and 18) 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 
 
 

Weekly Novena to the 
Mother of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 
Caritas Australia responds to humanitarian 
crises in Afghanistan and Lebanon 
In Afghanistan, people have been forced 
from their homes, with half of the 
population in urgent need of food, water, 
shelter and protection. In Lebanon, the 
country is running out of power, water, 
fuel, medicine and food. Please donate to 
Caritas Australia respond to crises like these 

by visiting caritas.org.au/lebanon or 
www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan or call 
1800 024 413 toll-free to provide much 
needed support. 
 
Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth 
Online Discernment Retreat: 25 September 
The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth 
are inviting single women aged 18-35 to an 
online discernment retreat on Saturday 25 
September from 4pm. The retreat will 
include a reflection and talk, a Q&A session 
and Evening Prayer. For more information, 
please contact Sr Paula on 0449 656 406 or 
vocationscsfn@gmail.com 
 
Diocese of Parramatta launches Plenary 
Council resource website 
A new website provides resources for 
parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta 
to stay involved in the Plenary Council, 
which is exploring what the future of our 
Church should look like. The first assembly 
starts in October, so visit 
parracatholic.org/plenary-2021/ to find a 
range of information, a Diocesan prayer and 
more. 
 
Thank you for caring for our retired clergy 
Thanks to your kind support, the Clergy 
Support Foundation (CFC) can continue to 
ensure that our priests’ physical, emotional, 
and mental wellbeing is nurtured. And also 
support our ageing priests’ daily living, 
health care and medical expenses. The CFC 
is very grateful for your generous donations 
which have raised just on $60,000 - about a 
third of the way to our target.  Hopefully we 
will soon be able to hold the appeal in our 
parishes. Donations can still be made at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal. 
 
Sign the petition to welcome 20,000 
refugees fleeing Afghanistan  
In a sign of unity, major Australian church 
denominations have come together to urge 
the Prime Minister to provide a special 
intake of an additional 20,000 refugees 
fleeing Afghanistan and support the 
ongoing wellbeing of all Afghan refugees 
and their families. For more information 
and to sign the petition go to: 
www.unitedforafghanistan.com/?partner=dioce
separramatta 
 
Divine Retreat Centre Daily Silent 
Adoration Livestream 
From 1 August, the Divine Retreat Centre in 
Somersby, NSW, is livestreaming daily silent 
adoration from 8.45am to 8.45pm on their 
‘Divine Healing & Retreat Centre Sydney 
Australia’ YouTube Channel. You are free to 
send prayer requests at any time during the 
adoration. To tune in, visit 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuFd
wfRHPRD95UYnOIFa-lQ 

Vinnies Support Centres are still available 
to those in need 
St Vincent de Paul Support Centres are still 
taking calls to arrange for food vouchers or 
other items to be provided to those in 
need. If you need assistance, call the 
Support Centres in Blacktown on (02) 8861 
9777, Harris Park on (02) 8861 9757 and 
Penrith on (02) 8861 9770. To find out more 
about what support is available, visit 
http://vinnies.org.au/covidsupportnsw 
 
Join us for Bible Study via Zoom 
See how God’s plan in the Bible is part of 
the plan for your life. Join us Monday nights  
at 7pm. The course is ‘From Genesis to 
Jesus’. Watch a video and then engage in 
discussion with other St Luke’s community 
members. Click on this Zoom link to join in: 
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY RETURNS VIA ZOOM! 

For access to our weekly 
Children’s Liturgy class via 
zoom (9.30-9.50am) please 
email us at 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
All primary school aged children are 
welcome to join us.  
 

YOUTH CORNER  
The next ‘Saints in Training’ gathering will 
be on Friday 17th September via Zoom. 
All high school aged students are welcome! 
For details please email: 
saintlukesyg@gmail.com 

 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am 

RECONCILIATION                                  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month after 
the Vigil Mass                                           

Baptisms available most Sundays after 
Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761 

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100 
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au 


