
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary time 

Year B 

First Reading 
Jer 31:7-9 
The Lord says 
this: 
Shout with joy 
for Jacob! Hail 
the chief of 
nations! 
Proclaim! 

Praise! Shout: The Lord has saved his 
people, the remnant of Israel! 
See, I will bring them back from the land of 
the North and gather them from the far 
ends of earth; all of them: the blind and the 
lame, women with child, women in labour: 
a great company returning here. They had 
left in tears, I will comfort them as I lead 
them back; I will guide them to streams of 
water, by a smooth path where they will 
not stumble. For I am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my first-born son. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are filled with joy. 
 
Second Reading 
Heb 5:1-6 
Every high priest has been taken out of 
mankind and is appointed to act for men in 
their relations with God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins; and so he can sympathise 
with those who are ignorant or uncertain 
because he too lives in the limitations of 
weakness. That is why he has to make sin 
offerings for himself as well as for the 
people. No one takes this honour on 
himself, but each one is called by God, as 
Aaron was. Nor did Christ give himself the 
glory of becoming high priest, but he had it 
from the one who said to him: You are my 
son, today I have become your father, and 
in another text: You are a priest of the 
order of Melchizedek, and for ever. 
 
Gospel 
Mk 10:46-52 
As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a 
large crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of 
Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting at the 
side of the road. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to 
say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ 
And many of them scolded him and told 
him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all 

the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ 
Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So 
they called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they 
said ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So throwing 
off his cloak, he jumped up and went to 
Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want 
me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man 
said to him ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’ 
And immediately his sight returned and he 
followed him along the road. 
 
Have you thought? On the side of the road  
When Jesus encounters Bartimaeus he is 
sitting by the side of the road – a reject of 
society sitting off to the side as the world 
passes him by. There are times in all of our 
lives when we feel like this: hurt; ashamed; 
unloved; rejected; cast aside. It is at these 
moments in our lives that Jesus really wants 
to ‘break through’ into our experience. If 
we allow ourselves to hear his voice calling 
us to him, then we too can ‘throw off our 
cloak’ – our old life – and join him on the 
road. 
Living the Gospel – Bartimaeus, a model? 
Bartimaeus is a man who has almost 
nothing in life. His blindness has made him 
outcast and he is reduced to begging on the 
side of the road. When he is called to Jesus 
he jumps up and casts off what may well be 
his only real possession – his cloak. Yet 
what he does have in abundance is faith 
and hope. When asked what he wants Jesus 
to do, his answer may seem obvious, but 
his desire to see goes beyond physical sight. 
He asks for the sight of one who truly 
believes and to whom the truth of Jesus is 
revealed. In this way, he is a model to all 
who would be disciples. 
Greg Sunter 

 
 
We welcome this week as our Celebrant:  
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil) 
Fr John Hogan (10am) 
 

WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S? 
The details for giving electronically to our 
regular collections are: 
1st Collection 
(the living costs of clergy in our Diocese): 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 000 04265 
Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM  
Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name 
2nd Collection 
(the costs of running St Luke’s Community) 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004026 
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park 
Reference: Your name 
OR: 

 
Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK – St Luke’s 
Catholic Faith Community’ 
St Luke’s Building fund 
(for a future Church building) 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park 
Reference: Your name 
Please consider making these recurring 
payments (weekly). 
 

If you have prayer needs, please visit our 
website https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 
and scroll down to the heading; ‘Submit 
your own prayer intention or prayer of 
thanks.’ We have a team of prayer warriors 
ready to pray for your requests. 
If you would like to speak personally, please 
call me on 8840 8521 or email 
tony.hoban@parracatholic.org 
Blessings to you and your family at this 
difficult time. 
- Deacon Tony 
 
 

 
Use this link for Zoom Mass: 
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500 
 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF 
PRAYER… 



Positions Vacant: 
Human Resources Partner – Catholic 
Diocese of Parramatta Services Limited 
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 
 
Prayer for the Synod 
As we embrace this Synodal Process, this 
prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work 
in us so that we may be a community and a 
people of grace. We stand before You, Holy 
Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself 
at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we 
must go and how we are to pursue it. We 
are weak and sinful; do not let us promote 
disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down 
the wrong path nor partiality influence our 
actions. Let us find in You our unity so that 
we may journey together to eternal life and 
not stray from the way of truth and what is 
right. All this we ask of You, who are at 
work in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Weekly Novena to the 
Mother of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 
Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal is open 
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the 
Diocese of Parramatta remains open and 
committed to assisting anyone with 
enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted via 
telephone and Zoom. Contact us on  (02) 
8838 3480 or  tribunal@parracatholic.org. 
 
‘The Well’ offers spiritual nourishment 
during lockdown 
Need some inspiration and spiritual 
encouragement during lockdown? Why not 
check out The Well? The Diocese’s ‘on 
demand’ streaming site has a tonne of 
video and prayer resources for you to 
explore and engage with during this difficult 
time. Re-watch our recent podcast with 
Bishop Richard Umbers about the Catholic 
perspective on the COVID-19 vaccine. Check 
it out on www.thewell.org.au 
 
Madonna magazine – a gift of spiritual 
sustenance that lasts a whole year 
Madonna magazine, published by Jesuit 
Communications, is an ideal spiritual 
companion – containing daily prayers, deep 
reflections and faith-focused articles. We 
invite you to subscribe or consider taking 
out a gift subscription for a loved one for 
only $53 a year. You can find out more 
about Madonna on the website:  
www.madonnamagazine.com.au/article/subscri
ptions 

October IS World Mission Month 
This week Catholic Mission will share the 
story of Churai, who having experienced 
much heartbreak in childhood, turned to 
the ‘Mother and Babies Home’ run by the 
Good Shepherd Sisters in Bangkok when 
she experienced rejection as an adult, 
abandoned by her partner and pregnant. 
Without this program, many vulnerable 
mothers like Churai will have nowhere to 
turn when they need love and care the 
most. 
Please give generously today to help 
continue this life-giving program by going 
online at catholicmission.org.au/thailand or 
by texting ’GIVE’ to 0488 854 436. Your gift 
will also help many other similar Church-run 
mission programs around the world. 
 
St Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre offering 
online retreats 
St Mary’s Towers Retreat Centre in Douglas 
Park, NSW, is offering a series of online live 
retreats throughout October. All retreats, 
ranging from a single day to 5 days, start at 
10.30am on the first date and conclude at 
7pm prayer gathering and will be presented 
using Microsoft Teams. Bookings are now 
open for two residential retreats in 
November. For further information or to 
register for any of the retreats, 
email contact@towersretreat.org.au or 
visit https://towersretreat.org.au/ 
 
Caring for the Earth Retreat: 29 – 31 
October  
You are invited to attend a Caring for the 
Earth retreat at the Guntawang 
Environmental Bush Retreat in Oakdale, 
NSW, from 7pm Friday 29 October to 2pm 
Sunday 31 October. The retreat, ‘Quantum 
Spirit in Creation’ will explore the ecological 
approach, called for by Pope Francis, to 
transform our way of living in the world. 
The retreat is $95 for adults. For a camp 
brochure or enquiries, 
visit www.guntawang.org.au or contact Br 
Frank Richardson fms on 0429 595 231 
or antiphon1@gmail.com 
 
Volunteer in Australia and Overseas - The 
Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco 
We are seeking long term (6-12 month) 
volunteers for January 2022 to work with 
young people in our Salesian communities 
in Australia. When it is possible and safe to 
do so, we will recommence sending 
volunteers to work with disadvantaged 
young people in Salesian communities in 
Samoa, Cambodia, Timor Leste & the 
Solomon Islands. Applications close October 
30th.  www.cagliero.org.au 
 
 
 

Sign the petition to welcome 20,000 
refugees fleeing Afghanistan  
Support the ongoing wellbeing of all Afghan 
refugees and their families. For more 
information and to sign the petition go to: 
www.unitedforafghanistan.com/?partner=dioce
separramatta 
 
Office for Safeguarding offering online 
training to keep our parishes safe 
The Office for Safeguarding is providing an 
opportunity for all of us to develop our 
awareness and skills in ensuring our 
parishes are safe and welcoming places for 
all. For further inquiries please email our 
Safeguarding office 
on safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
or maria.kervin@parracatholic.org. 
 
Confirmation at St Luke’s 
The Sacrament of Confirmation at St Luke’s 
will be deferred until 2022 due to Covid and 
lockdown restrictions. Email us at 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

Returning this week face-to-
face during the 10am Mass, 
for  children aged 4-10yrs. 
 

The next ‘Saints in Training’ 
gathering will be on Friday 
29th October. All high school 
aged students are welcome! 

For details please email: 
saintlukesyg@gmail.com 
 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am 

RECONCILIATION                                  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month after 
the Vigil Mass                                           

Baptisms available most Sundays after 
Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761 

SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100 
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au 


