Sunday, October 31, 2021
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary time
Year B
OUR VISION:
“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”
First Reading
Dt 6:2-6

Moses said to the
people: ‘If you
fear the Lord your
God all the days of
your life and if you
keep all his laws
and commandments which I lay on you, you
will have a long life, you and your son and
your grandson. Listen then, Israel, keep and
observe what will make you prosper and
give you great increase, as the Lord God of
your fathers has promised you, giving you a
land where milk and honey flow.
‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one
Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your strength. Let these words I urge on
you today be written on your heart.’
Responsorial Psalm
I love you Lord, my strength.
Second Reading
Heb 7:23-28

There used to be a great number of priests
under the former covenant, because death
put an end to each one of them; but this
one, Christ, because he remains for ever,
can never lose his priesthood. It follows,
then, that his power to save is utterly
certain, since he is living for ever to
intercede for all who come to God through
him. To suit us, the ideal high priest would
have to be holy, innocent and
uncontaminated, beyond the influence of
sinners, and raised up above the heavens;
one who would not need to offer sacrifices
every day, as the other high priests do for
their own sins and then for those of the
people, because he has done this once and
for all by offering himself. The Law appoints
high priests who are men subject to
weakness; but the promise on oath, which
came after the Law, appointed the Son who
is made perfect for ever.

you God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this: You must love
your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.’ The
scribe said to him, ‘Well spoken, Master;
what you have said is true: that he is one
and there is no other. To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and
strength, and to love your neighbour as
yourself, this is far more important than any
holocaust or sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing how
wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far
from the kingdom of God.’ And after that
no one dared to question him any more.
Living the Gospel – Love
Jesus reminds us ‘You must love your
neighbour as yourself.’ There’s an
unspoken, underlying idea here that is
absolutely crucial. Before you can love your
neighbour, you must first love yourself. To
say that you love yourself today can imply a
level of boastfulness or ego. However, what
is required is a genuine love of self – an
acceptance; a respect; a true valuing of self.
Only then can we know how to treat others.
When we ask ourselves how we would
want to be treated it points us towards how
we should treat others. What is summed up
so simply by Jesus is a very tough ask!
Gospel Focus – First of all
Jesus is asked which commandment is first
and he provides two commandments as his
answer. However, he doesn’t bundle them
together as one overarching commandment
– he very distinctly identifies them as first
and second. Sometimes we can feel the
way to express love for God is through
demonstrating our love for other people in
charitable or justice-focused actions.
However, Jesus makes clear that the first
commandment of all is the love of God with
all our being – that God is worthy of love in
God’s own right. Our love of God may
inspire us to action for others but the first
step is loving God for who God is.
- Greg Sunter

We welcome this week as our Celebrants:
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil)
Bishop Vincent Long (10am)
WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S?
The details for giving electronically to our
regular collections are:
1st Collection
(the living costs of clergy in our Diocese):
BSB: 067 950
Account: 000 04265
Account Name: Diocese of Parramatta BOM
Reference: ‘Marsden Park’ and your name
2nd Collection
(the costs of running St Luke’s Community)
BSB: 067 950
Account: 0004026
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name
OR:

Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK – St Luke’s
Catholic Faith Community’
St Luke’s Building fund
(for a future Church building)
BSB: 067 950
Account: 0004307
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name
Please consider making these recurring
payments (weekly).
ARE YOU IN NEED OF
PRAYER…

Mk 12:28-34

If you have prayer needs, please visit our
website https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
and scroll down to the heading; ‘Submit
your own prayer intention or prayer of
thanks.’ We have a team of prayer warriors
ready to pray for your requests.
If you would like to speak personally, please
call me on 8840 8521 or email
tony.hoban@parracatholic.org
Blessings to you and your family at this
difficult time. Deacon Tony

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put
a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all
the commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is
the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is
the one Lord, and you must love the Lord

Use this link for Zoom Mass:
https://zoom.us/j/93918900500

Gospel

Positions Vacant:
Human Resources Partner – Catholic
Diocese of Parramatta Services Limited
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment
Synod of Bishops
Catholics across Australia are invited to
participate in a period of local consultation
for the next international Synod of Bishops,
which has the theme: “For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation and
Mission”. The People of God are invited to
use a guided, prayerful reflection method
to consider a series of questions and make
submissions via an online portal. Those
submissions will help the Bishops develop a
national report to support the global
process leading to an international
gathering in 2023. Find out more
at: http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
Prayer for the Synod
As we embrace this Synodal Process, this
prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work
in us so that we may be a community and a
people of grace. We stand before You, Holy
Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself
at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we
must go and how we are to pursue it. We
are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down
the wrong path nor partiality influence our
actions. Let us find in You our unity so that
we may journey together to eternal life and
not stray from the way of truth and what is
right. All this we ask of You, who are at
work in every place and time, in the
communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.
Weekly Novena to the
Mother of Perpetual Help:
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via
Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal is open
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the
Diocese of Parramatta remains open and
committed to assisting anyone with
enquiries regarding marriage annulments.
Interviews are being conducted via
telephone and Zoom. Contact us on (02)
8838 3480 or tribunal@parracatholic.org.
Madonna magazine – a gift of spiritual
sustenance that lasts a whole year
Madonna magazine, published by Jesuit
Communications, is an ideal spiritual
companion – containing daily prayers, deep
reflections and faith-focused articles. We
invite you to subscribe or consider taking
out a gift subscription for a loved one for

only $53 a year. You can find out more
about Madonna on the website:
www.madonnamagazine.com.au/article/subscri
ptions

All Saints Day 1 November

All Souls Day 2 November

The Creighton Model FertilityCare System
can assess and evaluate your current
fertility status and treat infertility. To
register, or for more information, please
contact Catherine on 0400 427 605

or catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
Office for Safeguarding offering online
training to keep our parishes safe
The Office for Safeguarding is providing an
opportunity for all of us to develop our
awareness and skills in ensuring our
parishes are safe and welcoming places for
all. For further inquiries please email our
Safeguarding office
on safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
or maria.kervin@parracatholic.org.
Confirmation at St Luke’s
The Sacrament of Confirmation at St Luke’s
will be deferred until 2022 due to Covid and
lockdown restrictions. Email us at
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Divine Retreat Centre Divine Mercy Friday:
5 November
The Divine Retreat Centre in Somersby,
NSW is hosting a Divine Mercy Friday
celebration from 6pm to 8.30pm on Friday
5 November. All retreats and programs are
held with NSW COVID-Safe compliance and
masks are mandatory. Bookings are
required and limited numbers are available.
Please call (02) 4372 1598 or
email drcretreatrego@gmail.com to
confirm attendance.
Visit www.divineretreatcentre.org.au for
more information.
Divine Retreat Centre One Day Malayalam
Retreat: 6 November
The Divine Retreat Centre in Somersby,
NSW is hosting a one-day Malayalam
pilgrimage from 10am to 2pm on Saturday
6 November. All retreats are held with NSW
COVID-Safe compliance and masks are
mandatory. Bookings are required and
limited numbers are available. Please call
(02) 4372 1598 or
email drcretreatrego@gmail.com to
confirm attendance.
Visit www.divineretreatcentre.org.au for
more information.
Fertility Awareness Online Evening: 17
November
Are you looking for answers to infertility?
On Wednesday 17 November at 7.30pm,
couples are invited to an online Natural
Fertility session hosted by the Diocese of
Parramatta. Vinetta Lobo, a certified
FertilityCare Practitioner will explain how

The next ‘Saints in
Training’ gathering
will be on Friday
5th November
(postponed from
the 29th). All high
school aged
students are welcome!
For details please email:
saintlukesyg@gmail.com

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am
RECONCILIATION
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month after
the Vigil Mass
Baptisms available most Sundays after
Mass. Apply via email.
CONTACT US
Pastoral Director:
Deacon Tony Hoban
Phone:
(02) 8840 8521
Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address:
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
Postal Address:
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761
SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic.edu.au

