
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 26 December 2021 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Year C 

First Reading 
Sir 3:2-6. 12-14 
The Lord honours 
the father in his 
children, 
and upholds the 
rights of a mother 
over her sons. 

Whoever respects his father is atoning for 
his sins, he who honours his mother is like 
someone amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy 
with children of his own, he shall be heard 
on the day when he prays. Long life comes 
to him who honours his father, he who sets 
his mother at ease is showing obedience to 
the Lord. My son, support your father in his 
old age, do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him 
sympathy, do not despise him in your 
health and strength; for kindness to a 
father shall not be forgotten but will serve 
as reparation for your sins. 
 
Second Reading 
Col 3:12-21 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he 
loves you and you should be clothed in 
sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with one another; forgive each other as 
soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. 
Over all these clothes, to keep them 
together and complete them, put on love. 
And may the peace of Christ reign in your 
hearts, because it is for this that you were 
called together as parts of one body. 
Always be thankful. Let the message of 
Christ, in all its richness, find a home with 
you. Teach each other, and advise each 
other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired 
songs to God; and never say or do anything 
except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you 
should in the Lord. Husbands, love your 
wives and treat them with gentleness. 
Children, be obedient to your parents 
always, because that is what will please the 
Lord. Parents, never drive your children to 
resentment or you will make them feel 
frustrated. 
 

Gospel 
Lk 2:41-52 
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go 
to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. 
When he was twelve years old, they went 
up for the feast as usual. When they were 
on their way home after the feast, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without 
his parents knowing it. They assumed he 
was with the caravan, and it was only after 
a day’s journey that they went to look for 
him among their relations and 
acquaintances. When they failed to find 
him they went back to Jerusalem looking 
for him everywhere. 
Three days later, they found him in the 
Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening 
to them, and asking them questions; and all 
those who heard him were astounded at his 
intelligence and his replies. They were 
overcome when they saw him, and his 
mother said to him, ‘My child, why have 
you done this to us? See how worried your 
father and I have been, looking for you.’ 
‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. 
‘Did you not know that I must be busy with 
my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not 
understand what he meant. 
He then went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and lived under their authority. 
His mother stored up all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in 
stature, and in favour with God and men. 
 
Reflection 
We live in an era when we are constantly 
hearing about the demise of the family and 
the demise of family values. It seems that 
the family is under constant attack. Divorce 
rates are at an all-time high and a huge 
number of young people are raised in 
single-parent families, divided families or 
blended families. To talk about a ‘typical’ 
family is increasingly irrelevant. What we 
are learning to appreciate more and more is 
the diversity of family experience. Despite 
all this, there is no disputing the value of 
the family unit. Family is at the heart of our 
society; at the heart of our development; 
and at the heart of our Church. When we 
stop and think about it, the Holy Family that 
we honour today wasn’t exactly what we 
might describe as a ‘typical’ family and yet 
they provide a model for all families. 

In today’s gospel, we get a snapshot of 
family life for Jesus, Mary and Joseph at a 
time when Jesus was 12 years old. We’re 
reminded that the family was a faithful 
Jewish family, attending the Passover 
celebrations in Jerusalem every year. We’re 
also reminded that it is at the Passover 
celebrations some 20 or so years later that 
Jesus will be tried and crucified. When Mary 
chastises the boy Jesus, he reminds her that 
he needs to be busy with his Father’s 
affairs. Mary and Joseph are confused by 
this, perhaps forgetting momentarily that 
Jesus is referring to his heavenly Father. 
This incident, so often dismissed as 
background ‘colour’ to the gospel narrative, 
conveys the significant truth that Jesus 
shared a family relationship with Mary and 
Joseph, but also shared a family 
relationship with God, his Father. It reminds 
us that Jesus called all of us to enter into 
the relationship he shared with his Father. 

- Greg Sunter 
 
WANT TO GIVE TO ST LUKE’S? 

 
Choose ‘MARSDEN PARK – St Luke’s 
Catholic Faith Community’ 
St Luke’s Building fund 
(for a future Church building) 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park 
Reference: Your name 
Please consider making these recurring 
payments (weekly). 
 
TIME FOR EVERYONE TO RETURN TO MASS 
The Diocese of Parramatta has advised the 
following: 
“On 20 March 2020 Catholics from the 
Diocese of Parramatta were dispensed from 
their Sunday Mass obligation until further 
notice (Canon 1248/2 and Catechism 2181) 
by virtue of a Decree issued by Bishop 
Vincent Long Nguyen OFM Conv. 
As from 15 December 2021 this Decree will 
be  revoked and the Sunday obligation will 
be imposed once again, given that public 
health orders no longer require adherence 
to density limits in our Church buildings.” 
 



We welcome this week as our Celebrant:  
Fr Paul Marshall (10am) 
 

If you have prayer needs, please visit our 
website https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 
and scroll down to the heading; ‘Submit 
your own prayer intention or prayer of 
thanks.’ We have a team of prayer warriors 
ready to pray for your requests. 
If you would like to speak personally, please 
call me on 8840 8521 or email 
tony.hoban@parracatholic.org 
Blessings to you and your family at this 
difficult time. Deacon Tony 
 
Diocese of Parramatta COVID-19 update 
Livestreamed Masses from across the 
Diocese of Parramatta are still available on 
the Diocesan 
website https://www.parracatholic.org/covi
d19/#online. For more information, please 
visit the Diocesan 
website www.parracatholic.org/covid19 
 
Confirmation at St Luke’s 
The Sacrament of Confirmation at St Luke’s 
will be deferred until 2022 due to Covid and 
lockdown restrictions. Email us at 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org for further 
information. 
 
Synod of Bishops – Have your say 
What would you say to Pope Francis if you 
had 10 minutes? Catholics across the world 
are invited to participate in a period of local 
consultation for the next international 
Synod of Bishops. Find out how to send 
your message at parracatholic.org/synod-
of-bishops 
 

Weekly Novena to the 
Mother of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 
‘The Well’ offering on-demand spiritual 
nourishment 
Need some inspiration and spiritual 
encouragement? Why not check out The 
Well? The Diocese’s ‘on demand’ streaming 
site has a tonne of video and prayer 
resources for you to explore and engage 
with. In the lead up to Christmas, check out 
our featured range of videos and resources 
for children, families and young people to 
prepare us to welcome Our Lord at 
Christmas. Visit www.thewell.org.au today. 
 
Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2022 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 
will begin early next year in February. This is 

formation for anyone interested in serving 
within the Liturgical Ministries either as 
Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Communion to the Sick and 
Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are 
interested or would like more information 
please contact the Office for Worship on 
(02) 8838 3456 
or anne.stanton@parracatholic.org or visit 
our website to download an enrolment 
form at https://officeforworship.org.au/ 
 
Blue Mountains Epiphany Pilgrimage and 
Fiesta 2022: 2 – 3 January 2022 
Celebrate the Christmas season with a two-
day pilgrimage and fiesta! Choose from a 
classic pilgrimage experience or family 
adventure pilgrimage on Sunday, 2 January 
then join the family-friendly festivities at St 
Finbars Parish Glenbrook, including Mass, a 
festive meal and children’s movie night. 
Stay overnight, then  on Monday 3 January 
a morning pilgrimage and Mass in the 
bush. For more information 
visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org. 
 
Annual Legal Red Mass: 3 February 2022 
The Annual Red Mass, which gives thanks 
for the work of those who serve the law, 
will be held on Thursday 3 February at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral at 7pm, followed by a 
light supper. It is also an opportunity to 
reaffirm a commitment to justice and faith. 
For catering purposes, please confirm your 
attendance by 
emailing mili@stpatscathedral.com.au or by 
phone to (02) 8839 8400. 
 
World Day of the Sick Mass 2022: 11 
February 2022 
The Annual World Day of the Sick Mass will 
be celebrated by Vicar General Fr Peter 
Williams and clergy of the Diocese on 
11 February 2022 at 11am at St Patrick’s 
Church, Blacktown. The Mass of Our Lady of 
Lourdes will be celebrated and will include 
the Rite of Anointing of the Sick and prayer 
of blessing for all carers. Refreshments will 
be available after Mass. For catering 
purposes, please RSVP 
to anne.stanton@parracatholic.org or (02) 
8838 3456. 
 
DEACON TONY’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
Blessings to you all as we end another year 
of change and upheaval. 
A big thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to the life of our faith 
community this year; we have shown for 
two years now that a virus cannot stop us! 
There has not been a single weekend when 
we have not been able to gather as a 
community for worship – whether in person 
or virtually. A lot of people have helped to 
make this happen - our friendly welcomers,  
our musicians, children’s liturgy volunteers, 

counters, readers, acolytes and other 
liturgical minsters, servers, flower 
arrangers, and our logistics volunteers.  
Thank you to Julia and the youth team for 
keeping ‘Saints in Training’ active during 
lockdowns.   
A particular thank you to our Pastoral 
Council members, especially our Executive: 
Gary, Nars and Aleta. Also, to Arvin and the 
whole Finance Advisory Committee. 
And to our Leadership team: Annette, 
Tessie, Kelly and Jerome – supported by the 
Mission Enhancement Team of the Diocese. 
Our two big events this year – our 3rd 
anniversary celebration and our recent 
Christmas Carols – only happened due to 
wonderful groups of volunteers all 
collaborating. Our pledge program has now 
reached $100,000 towards our future 
permanent church building – a great start. 
And we had the recent joyful news that our 
temporary Church will arrive by the end of 
2022 - thanks to a grant from the Diocese. 
So, much to celebrate. 
A final note: a big thank you to Mark Rupac, 
who has been with us from day one, as a 
member of our initial Advisory Committee 
and for almost 4 years as the leader of our 
music ministry. We wish Mark, Lara, 
Thomas, and Oliver every blessing for their 
move to a new home and hope they will 
visit us occasionally here at St Luke’s. 
Have a safe and Holy Christmas everyone 
and a Happy New Year. 
-Deacon Tony 

 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am 

RECONCILIATION                                  
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month after 
the Vigil Mass                                           

Baptisms available most Sundays after 
Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF 
PRAYER… 


