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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, 21 August 2022

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year C

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

Is 66:18-21

The Lord says this: | am
coming to gather the
nations of every
language. They shall
come to witness my
glory. | will give them a sign and send some
of their survivors to the nations:

to Tarshish, Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal,
and Javan, to the distant islands that have
never heard of me or seen my glory. They
will proclaim my glory to the nations. As an
offering to the Lord they will bring all your
brothers, on horses, in chariots, in litters,
on mules, on dromedaries, from all the
nations to my holy mountain in Jerusalem,
says the Lord, like Israelites bringing
oblations in clean vessels to the Temple of
the Lord. And of some of them | will make
priests and Levites, says the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Go out to all the world
and tell the Good News.

Second Reading

Heb 12:5-7,11-13

Have you forgotten that encouraging text in
which you are addressed as sons? My son,
when the Lord corrects you, do not treat it
lightly; but do not get discouraged when he
reprimands you. For the Lord trains the
ones that he loves and he punishes all those
that he acknowledges as his sons. Suffering
is part of your training; God is treating you
as his sons. Has there ever been any son
whose father did not train him? Of course,
any punishment is most painful at the time,
and far from pleasant; but later, in those on
whom it has been used, it bears fruit in
peace and goodness. So hold up your limp
arms and steady your trembling knees and
smooth out the path you tread; then the
injured limb will not be wrenched, it will
grow strong again.

Gospel Acclamation

I am the way, the truth, and the life,
says the Lord;

no one comes to the Father

except through me.

Gospel

Lk 13:22-30

Through towns and villages Jesus went
teaching, making his way to Jerusalem.
Someone said to him, ‘Sir, will there be only
a few saved?’ He said to them, ‘Try your
best to enter by the narrow door, because |
tell you, many will try to enter and will not
succeed.

‘Once the master of the house has got up
and locked the door, you may find yourself
knocking on the door, saying, “Lord, open
to us” but he will answer, “I do not know
where you come from.” Then you will find
yourself saying, “We once ate and drank in
your company; you taught in our streets”
but he will reply, “I do not know where you
come from. Away from me, all you wicked
men!”

‘Then there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth, when you

see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and
yourselves turned outside. And men from
east and west, from north and south, will
come to take their places at the feast in the
kingdom of God.

‘Yes, there are those now last who will be
first, and those now first who will be last.’

Gospel Reflection

This week’s gospel passage picks up one of
the major themes that runs throughout the
gospel of Luke: the message of salvation is
not reserved exclusively for the Jews, but is
for all people; Jew and Gentile alike. A
number of times in this gospel, the writer
makes a point of having Jesus relate this
controversial and fairly unpopular message
to his audience. Today’s gospel makes clear
that to gain salvation, you have to do more
than just show up! Like those knocking on
the locked door and claiming friendship, we
can’t just turn up at the last minute and
expect to be received. Salvation — entrance
into the kingdom of God — belongs to those
who accept the message of Jesus and act on
it for the rest of their lives.

The gospel makes plain to the Jewish
people of the time that unless they accept
the message of Jesus and act upon it, they
will get a terrible shock (‘weeping and
grinding of teeth') at the coming of the
kingdom. Those who believe in name only
will find themselves looking in from the

outside and will see the greatest prophets
in the kingdom while they themselves are
denied access. To further make the point,
they are told that people from east and
west, north and south will be welcomed
into the feast of the kingdom. References to
people from the four points of the compass
always indicate people from other lands —
non-Jews. Jesus tells his audience that
people who are faithful to his message,
even though they may be Gentile, will gain
salvation before anyone who thinks they
deserve it because of their birth or title. The
kingdom must be earned through faithful
effort, not by just turning up and claiming
to be a believer.

- Greg Sunter

OFFERING TO ST LUKE’S

0| Scan the QR code and
choose Option 2: ‘For your
parish’s ministry and
maintenance’ and select
from parish list ‘MARSDEN
PARK - St Luke’s Catholic Faith
Community’

St Luke’s Building fund

(for a future Church building)

BSB: 067 950

Account: 0004307

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park
Reference: Your name

We welcome this week as our Celebrants:
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil)
Fr Pat Mullins (10am)

If you have prayer needs, please
visit our website:
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
We have a team of prayer warriors
ready to pray for your requests.

Novena to the Mother of
Perpetual Help:
| Wednesdays at 7.30pm via
. Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454




OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron,
a person of faith who desired all people to
come to know and love you in the
community of your Church.

Teach us to embrace what St Luke
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Trusting in your love and grace

and nourished by Word and Sacrament
may we grow in our relationship with you
and together make our Catholic Faith
Community a community of communities,
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to
drink in the midst of their journey, and a
center of constant missionary outreach.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

St Luke, pray for us.

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,
pray for us.

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

Positions Vacant

Credo Youth Groups Coordinator — St
Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Parramatta

— Applications close Friday 19 August at 5pm.
Accounts Officer — Diocese of Parramatta
— Applications close 10pm Sunday 21 August
2022.

Chaplaincy Coordinator — CatholicCare
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains
— Applications close 10pm Sunday 28 August
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment

Position Vacant — Personal Assistant,
Sisters of Mercy Parramatta

Personal Assistant, Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta. Full-time, 12-month position
and based at Parramatta. Please contact
Anthony Spata at REACH Human Resources
for further information on 0402 210 055.

Volunteer Position Available — Housing
Maintenance Volunteer, House of
Welcome

House of Welcome (HOW), a partner of the
Diocese of Parramatta is seeking a
handyman to look after their properties.
The Housing Maintenance Volunteer will
also be required to provide face-to-face
support for Occupants with practical
components of their property and its care.
This will be a short-term appointment, 1
day a week. For more information please
contact HOW Volunteer Program Manager,
Lumka Liwela Power on 0402 549 962

or l.liwelapower@houseofwelcome.com.au

Pastoral Formation Scripture Short Course:
Starts 11 August

Join Dr Laurie Woods for 4 Thursday

nights: 11, 18 and 25 August and 1
September. Each night hosted from 6:30pm
to 8:30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather
Centre (1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown).
LIMITED SEATS. Register by August 3

via met@parracatholic.org

Billings LIFE Webinar: August 22

A free webinar entitled

"Fertility Literacy in the Digital World ~ the
best use of fertility tracking apps"

on Monday 22nd August at 7.30pm AEST
Presenters from Australia, Mexico and NZ
will review 3 fertility tracking apps.

See the Billings LIFE website or Facebook
page for details and registration.
website: https://www.billings.life/en/
Facebook: https://fb.me/e/10MLh9IHI

Pastoral Formation Mission and
Evangelisation Short Course: Starts 8
September

Looking for confidence to share your faith?
Want to evangelise through life-giving faith
conversations? On 3 Thursday nights (Sept
8, 15, 22) journey with Maddy Forde, face-
to-face, from 6.30-8.30pm at Bishop Bede
Heather Centre (1-5 Marion Street
Blacktown). Register by August

21 via met@parracatholic.org OR

via https://pfparra.org.au/signup/

Season of Creation Camping Trip: 30
September — 2 October

Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few days
to join with friends, family and other
members of the Christian community to
celebrate the Season of Creation. Enjoy a
relaxed camping experience with optional
activities to engage in fun, creative and
prayerful ways with creation and our
Creator.

When: Friday, September 30 — Sunday,
October 2, 2022

Where: Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat
Centre, Oakdale

Cost: Individual campers $20; Camping
couples $40; Family camping groups $50
For more information and to register
visit: www.seasonofcreationcamping.org

2022-23 Social Justice Statement “Respect:
Confronting Violence and Abuse”

The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social
Justice Statement for 2022-23 has been
released. It is entitled “Respect:
Confronting Violence and Abuse” and calls
for faith communities to support and
believe those going through domestic and
family violence and abuse, to hold
perpetrators to account and work towards
individual and social transformation. You
can download the statement and additional
resources at bit.ly/SJ522-23

Soul Food Podcast — Pastoral Formation
Do you find life & faith inspiration by
listening to the experiences of others?
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast
features life & faith stories of people from
our diocesan family. Listen now for FREE via
our website or on

Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/

Africa Food Crisis

Drought and conflict in the Horn of Africa
have left over 18 million people facing
severe hunger. Four consecutive failed rainy
seasons have devastated the crops of
millions across the region. Your generous
donation means our partners in countries
like Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan
and Eritrea can respond quickly to support
vulnerable communities during this crisis.
Visit www.caritas.org.au/food-crisis or call
1800 024 413 toll free to donate now.

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading to
WYD23 in Lisbon

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage
to the next World Youth Day in Lisbon,
Portugal from July 21 — August 11, 2023.
Young people 16-35 and their families are
encouraged to learn more

at www.parrawyd.org. For all enquiries
contact James Camden, Head Mission
Engagement james.camden@parracatholic.org

2022 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM DATES
Confirmation

Preparation Dates:

Wednesday, October 12, 6-7pm
Wednesday, October 19, 6-7pm

Friday, October 21, 7-8.45pm*
Wednesday, October 26, 6-7pm
Sacrament received: Sunday, October 30,
10am Mass

Luminescent Rosary Beads
Ana & Jorge Pasaquian have

‘-‘v': ""'. generously donated 500
L % [} Rosaries that will be available
'«_ ," at the Welcome Table for a
LW . .
o donation. All proceeds will go

towards the Church building
! Fund.

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

Baptisms available every second
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email.

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:

stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park

Postal Address:

PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN
PARK NSW 2765
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