
 OUR VISION:   
“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 

COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 
 

Saturday, 24 December 2022 

The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas) Vigil 

First Reading 
Is 62:1-5 

About Zion I will not be silent, 
about Jerusalem I will not 

grow weary, until her integrity shines out 
like the dawn and her salvation flames like 
a torch. The nations then will see your 
integrity, all the kings your glory, and you 
will be called by a new name, one which the 
mouth of the Lord will confer. You are to be 
a crown of splendour in the hand of the 
Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your 
God; no longer are you to be named 
‘Forsaken’, nor your land ‘Abandoned’, 
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ and 
your land ‘The Wedded’; for the Lord takes 
delight in you and your land will have its 
wedding. Like a young man marrying a 
virgin, so will the one who built you wed 
you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his 
bride, so will your God rejoice in you. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Second Reading 
Acts 13:16-17. 22-25 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he 
stood up in the synagogue, held up a hand 
for silence and began to speak: 
‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! 
The God of our nation Israel chose our 
ancestors and made our people great when 
they were living as foreigners in Egypt; then 
by divine power he led them out. ‘Then he 
made David their king, of whom he 
approved in these words, “I have selected 
David son of Jesse, a man after my own 
heart, who will carry out my whole 
purpose”. To keep his promise, God has 
raised up for Israel one of David’s 
descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose 
coming was heralded by John when he 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the 
whole people of Israel. Before John ended 
his career he said, “I am not the one you 
imagine me to be; that one is coming after 
me and I am not fit to undo his sandal”.’ 
 
Gospel 
Mt 1:18-25 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. 
His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; 
but before they came to live together she 
was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of 

honour and wanting to spare her publicity, 
decided to divorce her informally. He had 
made up his mind to do this when the angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, because 
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you 
must name him Jesus, because he is the 
one who is to save his people from their 
sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the 
words spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: The Virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son and they will call 
him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-
is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did 
what the angel of the Lord told him to do: 
he took his wife to his home and, though he 
had not had intercourse with her, she gave 
birth to a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reflection 
If you were to give just a cursory glance at a 
collection of ‘religious’ Christmas cards, or 
even the local nativity scene, you would 
undoubtedly see a varied assortment of 
shepherds, wise men, livestock and angels 
gathered around the holy family in a timber 
structure of some sort. Even the most 
casual reading of Luke’s account of the birth 
of Christ would reveal that most of the 
nativity figurines are missing! Our retelling 
of the birth of Christ tends to be an 
amalgamation of the Luke and Matthew 
versions with a bit of creative tradition 
thrown in for good measure. 
The Luke account of the nativity carries a 
very specific theology that runs throughout 
the rest of that gospel. It is a theology that 
places the outcast and downtrodden at the 
centre of Jesus’ mission. In this account, 
Jesus is born outside the town because 
there is no room for Joseph and Mary 
within the safety of the inn. Like those he 
will minister to later in life, Jesus is born ‘on 
the edge’ – even outside the boundaries. 
Rather than the impressive ‘Wise Men’ of 
the Matthew infancy account, the 
witnesses to Jesus’ birth in the Luke 
account are lowly shepherds. Unlike the 
somewhat romantic notion we may have of 
shepherds, in Jesus’ time they were 
regarded as little better than thieves and 
cut-throats. All they could be trusted to do 
was tend sheep outside of townships and 
away from ‘civilised’ society. They held one 

of the lowest positions in Jewish society. 
The gospel writer’s choice of these 
witnesses to the birth of Jesus is a very 
deliberate one that clearly announces the 
purpose and direction of Jesus’ mission. 

- Greg Sunter 
 
OFFERING TO ST LUKE’S 

 Scan the QR code and 
choose Option 2: 
‘For your parish’s ministry 
and maintenance’ 

and select from parish list ‘MARSDEN PARK 
– St Luke’s Catholic Faith Community’ 
 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 
 

Novena to the Mother 
of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 

If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

We have a team of prayer  
warriors ready to pray for your requests. 

 
We welcome this week as our Celebrants:  
Fr John Hogan (5.30pm Vigil & 10am) 
Fr Jojo Alejo (11pm Vigil) 

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron, 
a person of faith who desired all people to 
come to know and love you in the 
community of your Church.  

Teach us to embrace what St Luke 
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

Trusting in your love and grace  
and nourished by Word and Sacrament  
may we grow in our relationship with you 
and together make our Catholic Faith 
Community a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to 
drink in the midst of their journey, and a 
center of constant missionary outreach.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

St Luke, pray for us.  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  
pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa062
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act013
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/


 OUR VISION:   
“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 

COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 
 

Sunday, 25 December 2022 

The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas) Day 

 

First Reading 
Is 52:7-10 

How beautiful on the 
mountains, are the feet of 
one who brings good news, 

who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, 
‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen 
raise their voices, they shout for joy 
together, for they see the Lord face to face, 
as he returns to Zion. Break into shouts of 
joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
Lord is consoling his people, 
redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares his 
holy arm in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
All the ends of the earth have seen the 
saving power of God. 
 
Second Reading 
Heb 1:1-6 

At various times in the past and in various 
different ways, God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets; but in our own time, 
the last days, he has spoken to us through 
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to 
inherit everything and through whom he 
made everything there is. He is the radiant 
light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of 
his nature, sustaining the universe by his 
powerful command; and now that he has 
destroyed the defilement of sin, he has 
gone to take his place in heaven at the right 
hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far 
above the angels as the title which he has 
inherited is higher than their own name. 
God has never said to any angel: You are 
my Son, today I have become your father, 
or: I will be a father to him and he a son to 
me. Again, when he brings the First-born 
into the world, he says: Let all the angels of 
God worship him. 
 
Gospel 
Jn 1:1-5. 9-14 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word 
was with God and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, not one 
thing had its being but through him. All that 
came to be had life in him and that life was 
the light of men, a light that shines in the 

dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower. The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; and he was coming 
into the world. He was in the world that 
had its being through him, and the world 
did not know him. He came to his own 
domain and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who did accept him he gave 
power to become children of God, to all 
who believe in the name of him who was 
born not out of human stock or urge of the 
flesh or will of man but of God himself. The 
Word was made flesh, he lived among us. 
And we saw his glory, the glory that is his as 
the only Son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 
for Catholic Care’s Assistance 
with Care and Housing 
Service  
No-one should be homeless or 

without support. Your Christmas gift today 
will enable Catholic Care to give homeless 
people practical and emotional support, and 
a safe place to call home. Please stretch out 
your hand to the poor and give generously 
by scanning this QR code or at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. 
Thank you for your prayers, compassion, and 
help to end homelessness.   
 
ACBC Advent Appeal for Ukraine  
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
is supporting a special Advent appeal for 
the people of Ukraine, following a request 
from Bishop Mykola Bychok CSsR, Eparch of 
Sts Peter and Paul for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Australia. The 
organisation has three focus areas: 
Evacuation of people from frontline 
territories; Food packages for people in 
need; Shelters for internally displaced 
persons. Find out more at: 
www.catholic.au  
 

Newly baptised 
Please pray for Scarlett 
Sebelic, Thea Naidoo, Jarred 
Yasa, and Isaiah Taban who 
are newly baptised into our 
faith community, that they 

will carry on the mission of Jesus Christ 
throughout their lives.  
 
 

Continuing to Build Safe Parishes Together 
in 2023:  
Have you had a chance to complete your 
Safeguarding Training yet? 
Take advantage of these ‘New Year’ dates in 
readiness for ministry in 2023: 
*Mary Immaculate Parish – 125 Barnier 
Drive Quakers Hill (All modules) 
Mon 13 Feb: 9.30am - 2.30pm 
* St Aidan’s Rooty Hill – 9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Module 1: Thurs 9 Feb (7.00pm-8.00pm) 
Module 2: Thurs 16 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Module 3: Thurs 23 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Register at: 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
If you would like to complete the training 
online ‘Sign Up’ by clicking on this link: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 
If you have any questions about the 
Safeguarding Training, please email Maria 
Kervin, Community Engagement and 
Education Officer at:  
 

 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa052
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cheb#heb001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn001
http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
http://www.catholic.au/
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