
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 29 January 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year A 

First Reading 
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 

Seek the Lord all you, the 
humble of the earth, who 
obey his commands. Seek 

integrity, seek humility: 
you may perhaps find shelter on the day of 
the anger of the Lord. In your midst I will 
leave a humble and lowly people, and those 
who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the 
name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, 
will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue will 
no longer be found in their mouths. But 
they will be able to graze and rest with no 
one to disturb them. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
 
Second Reading 
1 Cor 1:26-31 

Take yourselves, brothers and sisters, at the 
time when you were called: how many of 
you were wise in the ordinary sense of the 
word, how many were influential people, or 
came from noble families? No, it was to 
shame the wise that God chose what is 
foolish by human reckoning, and to shame 
what is strong that he chose what is weak 
by human reckoning; those whom the 
world thinks common and contemptible are 
the ones that God has chosen – those who 
are nothing at all to show up those who are 
everything. The human race has nothing to 
boast about to God, but you, God has made 
members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing 
he has become our wisdom, and our virtue, 
and our holiness, and our freedom. As 
scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let 
him boast about the Lord. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 5:1-12 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. 
There he sat down and was joined by his 
disciples. Then he began to speak. This is 
what he taught them: 
‘How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Happy the gentle: 
they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: they shall be 
comforted. Happy those who hunger and 
thirst for what is right: they shall be 
satisfied. 

Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy 
shown them. Happy the pure in heart: they 
shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. Happy 
those who are persecuted in the cause of 
right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and 
persecute you and speak all kinds of 
calumny against you on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be 
great in heaven.’ 
 
Living the Gospel – Be-attitudes 
One way to read the Beatitudes is that 
Jesus was commending and blessing the 
various people who found themselves in 
those sorts of conditions. Another is as a list 
of qualities that all people should strive to 
exhibit. It’s not just some people who 
happen to be economically poor who are 
blessed. Rather, we must all have a poverty 
of spirit – a humility about our need for 
God’s merciful action in our lives. All are 
called to hunger and thirst for justice and all 
are called to be merciful. The Beatitudes 
are not a menu to select from, but rather 
an essential list of ingredients. 
The structure of the Beatitudes can be seen 
as yet another attempt by God to re-
establish a covenant between Godself and 
the people. Throughout Jewish history, God 
called the people back into relationship and 
re-established God’s covenant with them. 
Like all the previous versions of the 
covenant, the Beatitudes contain both a 
series of demands and a series of promises. 
It is a two-way deal. The first part of each 
Beatitude is a statement of what the people 
are called to do and the second part is 
God’s promise of how they will be 
rewarded for their right action. 

- Greg Sunter 
 

Novena to the Mother 
of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 
 

If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

We have a team of prayer  
warriors ready to pray for your requests. 

OFFERING TO ST LUKE’S 
 Scan the QR code and choose 
Option 2: 
‘For your parish’s ministry and 
maintenance’ 

and select from parish list ‘MARSDEN PARK 
– St Luke’s Catholic Faith Community’ 
 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 
 
 
We welcome this week as our Celebrants:  
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil) 
Bishop Vincent Long (10am) 
 

 
Newly baptised 
Please pray for Chizara Paris 
Isabella Udebunu who is newly 

baptised into our faith community; that she 
will carry on the mission of Jesus 
throughout her life. Also pray for her 
parents and godparents as they support her 
on the journey. 
 
Positions Vacant:  
Parish Office Administration Assistant – St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood.   

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  
 

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron, 
a person of faith who desired all people to 
come to know and love you in the 
community of your Church.  

Teach us to embrace what St Luke 
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

Trusting in your love and grace  
and nourished by Word and Sacrament  
may we grow in our relationship with you 
and together make our Catholic Faith 
Community a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to 
drink in the midst of their journey, and a 
center of constant missionary outreach.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

St Luke, pray for us.  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  
pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Czep#zep002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
http://parracatholic.org/employment


Toongabbie Parish Position Vacant  
St Anthony of Padua Parish, Toongabbie, is 
advertising for a Sacramental/SRE 
Coordinator. The successful applicant will 
be in charge of the Sacramental Program, 
the Special Religious Education (SRE) 
Program and provide administrative 
assistance to the Parish Priest and Parish 
Secretary. Hours will be 18 hours per weeks 
worked over 3 days. Please forward 
applications and resumes to the parish 
Secretary by 1 February 2023 to 

secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au    
 
Ordination to the Presbyterate: 2 
February  
Bishop Vincent Long and the Diocese of 
Parramatta invite you to the Ordination to 
the Presbyterate of Adam Carlow, Matthew 
Dimian and Jack Elkazzi on Thursday 2 
February at 7.30pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta. Please RSVP to the 
Cathedral Parish team 
at secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au if you 
are able to attend. We hope you will be 
able to join us at this joyous event for our 
Diocese and our faith community.  
 
Sr Nathalie Becquart Sydney Public Forum 
and Lecture: 3 February 
Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the Vatican’s 
most influential female, is coming to 
Australia for a whirlwind tour in February 
2023. Sr Nathalie will be in Sydney on 
Friday 3 February, presenting at a public 
forum at 4pm and a public lecture at 7pm, 
both held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. Places are limited; register at 
via https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/.  
 
Annual Legal Red Mass: 6 February  
Members of the judiciary and legal 
community, public service officials, law 
students and their families are cordially 
invited to the annual Legal Red Mass on 
Monday 6 February 2023 at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral at 7pm. The Red Mass is an 
opportunity to reaffirm a commitment to 
justice and faith in the new year. For 
catering purposes, please confirm your 
attendance by 3 February via 
enquiry@stpatscathedral.com.au or (02) 
8839 8400.  
 
Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass: 11 
February 2023  
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, 
including the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick, will be held at 11am on Saturday 
11 February 2023 at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
Blacktown. All are welcome, including those 
who may be sick, and those who care for 
the sick and dying and health care 
professionals. RSVP 6 February 2022 to 

hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org   

Faith and formation session for Catholic 
Healthcare professionals: 11 February  
You are invited to a faith and formation 
session for those who work and volunteer 
in the health care ministries of the Church 
on Saturday 11 February, from 9am to 
10.30am at the All Saints of Africa Centre, 
51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown. Join us 
afterwards for the World Day of the Sick 
Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. 
Please RSVP for catering purposes by 6 
February to met@parracatholic.org. For 
enquiries, please contact 
Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org   
 
Peace, Justice & Ecology Sharing: 15 
February  
Peace, Justice and Ecology (PJE) Sharings 
are quarterly online gatherings for 
everyone who is interested in Social Justice, 
Care for Creation or Global Peace. You are 
invited to join the conversation, this time 
with a focus on Caritas Project Compassion 
2023 on Wednesday 15 February from 
6:30pm to 8pm. To receive a Zoom link, 
please RSVP via 
email: met@parracatholic.org  
  
Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita: 19 
February  
You are invited to the Memorial Mass of St 
Josephine Bakhita, Patron Saint of South 
Sudan and Sudan, and victims of Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking on Sunday 
19 February at 2pm at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
Blacktown. We hope you will join us to 
commemorate the victims of modern 
slavery and human trafficking in Australia 
and worldwide and look forward to 
celebrating the legacy of St Josephine 
Bakhita with you.  
 
Glenbrook Parish Shroud of Turin 
Presentation and Talk: 21 February  
St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, is hosting a 
presentation by local parishioner and 
former journalist William West on the 
Shroud of Turin on Tuesday 21 February at 
7.30pm. William will discuss the history of 
the Shroud, which he explores in his book 
Riddles of the Shroud – Questions Science 
Can’t Answer. Entry is via gold coin 
donation. To RSVP, please contact 
secretary@stfinbars.org.au   
 
Patrician Brothers College Blacktown 
Enrolment Opportunities  
Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a 
small number of vacancies for Year 7 2023 
and is accepting early applications for 2024. 
Contact the College Enrolment Department 
for more information on (02) 8811 0300, 
email patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au 
or https://forms.gle/ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6   
 

Diocese of Parramatta WYD23 
Pilgrimage Registrations Open!  
Registration for WYD23 in Lisbon 
has now opened. Young people 
aged 16-35 can now view our 

itinerary, inclusions, indicative pricing, 
register and pay their $800 deposit to 
secure their place. Limited spaces still 
available to join our team of 170 pilgrims 
with Bishop Vincent. Visit 
www.parrawyd.org 
 
Continuing to Build Safe Parishes Together 
in 2023: An Update from the Office for 
Safeguarding. 
"New Year’s Dash” Training Opportunities! 
Have you had a chance to complete your 
Safeguarding Training yet? 
Take advantage of these ‘New Year’ dates 
in readiness for ministry in 2023: 
*Mary Immaculate Parish – 125 Barnier 
Drive Quakers Hill (All modules) 
Mon 13 Feb: 9.30am - 2.30pm 
* St Aidan’s Rooty Hill – 9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Module 1: Thurs 9 Feb (7.00pm-8.00pm) 
Module 2: Thurs 16 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Module 3: Thurs 23 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Please register for one of these options by 
emailing: 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
If you would like to complete the training 
online ‘Sign Up’ by clicking on this link: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 
If you have any questions about the 
Safeguarding Training, please email Maria 
Kervin, Community Engagement and 
Education Officer at: 
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 
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