
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 12 February 2023 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year A 

First Reading 
Sir 15:15-20 

If you wish, you can keep 
the commandments, 
to behave faithfully is 
within your power. He 

has set fire and water before you; put out 
your hand to whichever you prefer. Man 
has life and death before him; whichever a 
man likes better will be given him. For vast 
is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty 
and all-seeing. His eyes are on those who 
fear him, he notes every action of man. He 
never commanded anyone to be godless, 
he has given no one permission to sin. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Happy are they who follow the law of the 
Lord! 
 
Second Reading 
1 Cor 2:6-10 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have 
reached maturity: not a philosophy of our 
age, it is true, still less of the masters of our 
age, which are coming to their end. The 
hidden wisdom of God which we teach in 
our mysteries is the wisdom that God 
predestined to be for our glory before the 
ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the 
masters of this age have ever known, or 
they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the 
things that no eye has seen and no ear has 
heard, things beyond the mind of man, all 
that God has prepared for those who love 
him. These are the very things that God has 
revealed to us through the Spirit, for the 
Spirit reaches the depths of everything, 
even the depths of God. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 5:20-22. 27-28. 33-34. 37 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you, if your 
virtue goes no deeper than that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never get 

into the kingdom of heaven. 
‘You have learnt how it was said to our 
ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone 
does kill he must answer for it before the 
court. But I say this to you: anyone who is 
angry with his brother will answer for it 
before the court. 
’You have learnt how it was said: You must 
not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if 

a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has 
already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to 
our ancestors: You must not break your 
oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. 
But I say this to you: do not swear at all. All 
you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” 
if you mean no; anything more than this 
comes from the evil one.’ 
 
Living the Gospel – Interpretation 
Jesus demonstrates the crucial nature of 
interpretation. It is easy for us today to look 
at something like the Ten Commandments 
or the Beatitudes and dismiss them as 
irrelevant. Taken literally, they may seem to 
have fairly limited application to our 
modern lives. However, interpreted in a 
broader context and within the context of 
our own lives, such ancient codes of 
behaviour can take on new significance. 
Jesus points us towards the importance of 
looking beyond the surface and searching 
out the truth of such statements. 
Interpretation of scripture for our modern 
lives and modern world is vital to living life 
to the fullest. 

- Greg Sunter 
 

Novena to the Mother 
of Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 
 

If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

We have a team of prayer  
warriors ready to pray for your requests. 

 
OFFERING TO ST LUKE’S 

 Scan the QR code and choose 
Option 2: 
‘For your parish’s ministry and 
maintenance’ 

and select from parish list ‘MARSDEN PARK 
– St Luke’s Catholic Faith Community’ 
 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 

2023 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM DATES 
AT ST LUKE’S 
First Holy Communion  
Preparation dates (6pm – 7pm):  
Wednesday May 10  
Wednesday May 17 
Wednesday May 24 
Sacrament received: June 10 & 11 
First Reconciliation 
Preparation Dates (6pm – 7pm): 
Wednesday August 16 
Wednesday August 23 
Wednesday August 30 
Sacrament received: Wednesday 
September 6 (6-8pm) 
Confirmation 
Preparation Dates: 
Wednesday October 4 (6-7pm) 
Wednesday October 11 (6-7pm) 
Friday October 20 (7-8.45pm*) 
Wednesday October 25 (6-7pm) 
Sacrament received: Sunday                
October 29 (TBC) 
 

Be Transformed 
You're invited to a night of 
worship: 'Be Transformed' on 
Saturday, February 18.  

There'll be food trucks from 5pm followed 
by an evening of live music, worship, 
healing and prayer ministry from 6 pm at 
Vineyard Church. 
Visit www.risenlordcommunity.com.au to 
register for this free, family-friendly event.  

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron, 
a person of faith who desired all people to 
come to know and love you in the 
community of your Church.  

Teach us to embrace what St Luke 
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

Trusting in your love and grace  
and nourished by Word and Sacrament  
may we grow in our relationship with you 
and together make our Catholic Faith 
Community a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to 
drink in the midst of their journey, and a 
center of constant missionary outreach.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

St Luke, pray for us.  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  
pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csir#sir015
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
http://www.risenlordcommunity.com.au/


We welcome this week as our Celebrants:  
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil) 
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am) 
 
Positions Vacant:  
-Parish Office Administration Assistant – St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood.   
-Policy Coordinator – Diocese of 
Parramatta  
-People and Culture Adviser – Diocese of 
Parramatta 
Sacramental Coordinator – Our Lady of the 
Rosary Parish, Kellyville 
Applications close 10pm Monday 20 
February. 
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  
 
Peace, Justice & Ecology Sharing: 15 
February  
Peace, Justice and Ecology (PJE) Sharings 
are quarterly online gatherings for 
everyone who is interested in Social Justice, 
Care for Creation or Global Peace. You are 
invited to join the conversation, this time 
with a focus on Caritas Project Compassion 
2023 on Wednesday 15 February from 
6:30pm to 8pm. To receive a Zoom link, 
please RSVP via 
email: met@parracatholic.org  
 
Christian Meditation Introduction and 
Renewal Day: 19 February  
You are invited to a Christian Meditation 
Introduction and Renewal Day at St 
Benedict’s Monastery, 121 Arcadia Rd, 
Arcadia, on Sunday 19 February from 
10.30am to 3pm, with registration from 
10am. BYO picnic lunch and other 
refreshments. Donations welcome. Please 
contact either Ann Bergman 
on anniebergman@hotmail.com or Ann 
Lomas on atlomas@bigpond.com or (02) 
9653 2637.  
 
Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita: 19 
February  
You are invited to the Memorial Mass of St 
Josephine Bakhita, Patron Saint of South 
Sudan and Sudan, and victims of Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking on Sunday 
19 February at 2pm at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
Blacktown. We hope you will join us to 
commemorate the victims of modern 
slavery and human trafficking in Australia 
and worldwide and look forward to 
celebrating the legacy of St Josephine 
Bakhita with you.  
 
Glenbrook Parish Shroud of Turin 
Presentation and Talk: 21 February  
St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, is hosting a 
presentation by local parishioner and 
former journalist William West on the 
Shroud of Turin on Tuesday 21 February at 
7.30pm. William will discuss the history of 

the Shroud, which he explores in his book 
Riddles of the Shroud – Questions Science 
Can’t Answer. Entry is via gold coin 
donation. To RSVP, please contact 
secretary@stfinbars.org.au   
 
MET Lenten Scripture Reflection Night: 21 
February  
Looking for a Scripture reflection session on 
the season of Lent? You and your key 
contacts are most welcome to attend the 
2023 Diocesan Lenten Scripture Reflection 
Night with Dr Laurie Woods. Tuesday 21 
February – 6:30PM to 8:30PM. Downstairs 
at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 
Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP 
via https://pfparra.org.au/lent2023 
 
MET FaithLIFE Scripture Course: Starting 23 
February  
Want to learn more about the Bible? Sign 
up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 
Scripture with Dr Michele Connolly rsj, 
brought to you by the Mission 
Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 
8:30PM on three Thursdays: 23 February, 2 
March and 9 March. Downstairs at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion 
Street, Blacktown. RSVP via 
https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  
 
Sydney Alliance NSW Election Assembly: 
28 February  
Join Bishop Vincent Long and people from 
across the Diocese to participate in a NSW 
Election Assembly with NSW Treasurer 
Matt Kean (LIB), Shadow Treasurer Daniel 
Mookhey (ALP) and representatives of the 
crossbench. The assembly will focus on 
social justice issues like housing, climate 
and cost of living. The assembly will be held 
on Tuesday 28 February from 6:15pm – 
8:15pm at the Morley Centre, 2 Darcy Rd, 
Westmead. Please register at 
https://bit.ly/nswelectionassembly.   
 
Evolutionary Spirituality Retreat: 3 – 5 
March  
The Social Justice group of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, Seven Hills, invite you to an 
evolutionary spirituality retreat from Friday 
3 March at 7pm to Sunday 5 March at 2pm 
at the Guntawang Environmental Bushland 
Retreat at Oakdale. During the weekend 
there will be times of reflection, dialogue 
and encounters within natural bushland. 
Registration is $95 for the whole weekend. 
To RSVP, please contact 
antiphon1@outlook.com or 
socialjustice@olol7hills.com.au or phone 
0429 595 231.  
 
 
 
 

Read up on Sr Nathalie Becquart’s visit to 
Australia 
The Diocese of Parramatta has created a 
number of resources, including video, on 
the Australian visit of Sr Nathalie Becquart 
XMCJ, the most senior woman in the 
Vatican. Read about her public events 
across the country, including an interview 
with veteran journalist Geraldine Doogue, 
on the ‘St Nathalie Becquart’ hub on 
the Catholic Outlook website 
- catholicoutlook.org  
 
Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023  
Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates in the New Year, to 
book and pay. An online preparation 
called SmartLoving can also be booked via 
the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  
 
Building Safe Parishes Together in 2023:  
Have you had a chance to complete your 
Safeguarding Training yet? 
Take advantage of these ‘New Year’ dates 
in readiness for ministry in 2023: 
*Mary Immaculate Parish (All modules) 
Mon 13 Feb: 9.30am - 2.30pm 
* St Aidan’s Rooty Hill 
Module 1: Thurs 9 Feb (7.00pm-8.00pm) 
Module 2: Thurs 16 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Module 3: Thurs 23 Feb (7.00pm-8.30pm) 
Please register by emailing: 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
If you would like to complete the training 
online ‘Sign Up’ by clicking on this link: 
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 
If you have any questions about the 
Safeguarding Training, please email Maria 
Kervin at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 
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