
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 7 May 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Year A 

First Reading 
Acts 6:1-7 

About this time, when the 
number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists 
made a complaint against 

the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their 
own widows were being overlooked. So the 
Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples 
and addressed them, ‘It would not be right 
for us to neglect the word of God so as to 
give out food; you, brothers, must select 
from among yourselves seven men of good 
reputation, filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to 
them, and continue to devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the service of the word.’ The 
whole assembly approved of this proposal 
and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,                 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented these 
to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. The word of the Lord 
continued to spread: the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem was greatly 
increased, and a large group of priests 
made their submission to the faith. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Pt 2:4-9 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by 
people but chosen by God and precious to 
him; set yourselves close to him so that you 
too, the holy priesthood that offers the 
spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has 
made acceptable to God, may be living 
stones making a spiritual house. As 
scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a 
precious cornerstone that I have chosen 
and the one who rests his trust on it will not 
be disappointed. That means that for you 
who are believers, it is precious; but for 
unbelievers, the stone rejected by the 
builders has proved to be the keystone, a 
stone to stumble over, a rock to bring 
people down. They stumble over it because 
they do not believe in the word; it was the 
fate in store for them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people 
set apart to sing the praises of God who 
called you out of the darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

Gospel 
Jn 14:1-12 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God still, and trust in me. There are many 
rooms in my Father’s house; if there were 
not, I should have told you. I am now going 
to prepare a place for you, and after I have 
gone and prepared you a place, I shall 
return to take you with me; so that where I 
am you may be too. You know the way to 
the place where I am going.’ Thomas said, 
‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No 
one can come to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, you know my Father 
too. From this moment you know him and 
have seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see 
the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ 
‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ 
said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know 
me? ‘To have seen me is to have seen the 
Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the 
Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
this work. You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; believe it on the evidence of this work, 
if for no other reason. ‘I tell you most 
solemnly, whoever believes in me will 
perform the same works as I do myself, 
they will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 
 
Living the Gospel – The Way, the Truth 
and the Life 
When Thomas asks, ‘we do not know 
where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?’ Jesus answers by saying, ‘I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.’ The 
reader of the gospel has known this truth 
all along from the opening line of the 
gospel, ‘In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.’ Our aim, as Christian people, is 
to be one with God, not only by sharing in 
the resurrection but also in the way we live. 
Jesus makes clear that the way to be with 
God is by following his example. 

- Greg Sunter 
 
 

OFFERING FOR ST LUKE’S 
To help support the living costs of the 
clergy and contribute to the operating costs 
of St Luke’s:  
BSB: 067 950  
Account No: 0004026 
Account name: St Luke’s 
Reference: Your name  
 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 0004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 
 
We welcome this week as our Celebrant:  
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil) 
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am) 
 
 

Novena to the Mother of 
Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 

 
 

If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

We have a team of prayer  
warriors ready to pray for your requests. 
 

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron, 
a person of faith who desired all people to 
come to know and love you in the 
community of your Church.  

Teach us to embrace what St Luke 
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

Trusting in your love and grace  
and nourished by Word and Sacrament  
may we grow in our relationship with you 
and together make our Catholic Faith 
Community a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to 
drink in the midst of their journey, and a 
center of constant missionary outreach.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

St Luke, pray for us.  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  
pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act006
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cpt1#pt1002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn014
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/


Community members, Althea Dela 
Cruz and Bryce Vinensig, will be 
attending WYD Lisbon this year 
and are looking for support to 

assist with their financial costs. You can 

support them at:                           

Althea https://gofund.me/06b538b0 
Bryce https://gofund.me/2b263c7c 

 
Positions Vacant:  
Communications and Digital Manager – 
Diocese of Parramatta  
Communications Assistant – Diocese of 
Parramatta  
Lead Support – Diocesan Synod  
More details 
at: parracatholic.org/employment   
 

Diocesan Synod 2023 – The Time is Now!  
Join the Diocese of Parramatta as we listen 
and respond to the Holy Spirit through the 
People of God in Western Sydney and the 
Blue Mountains. Let us go forwards towards 
the horizon that awaits us. Learn more 
at parracatholic.org/synod2023  
 

Invitation to Register for free CPR Training 
You are invited to register for an accredited 
CPR Course being offered by Surf Life Saving 
NSW as part of a project being offered by 
The University of Sydney, Westmead 
Applied Research Centre. 
The course runs for 2.5 hours and will be 
presented at two locations across the 
Diocese. 
*St Thomas Aquinas Springwood on 
Saturday 13th May beginning at 10am, or 
*Bishop Bede Heather Centre Blacktown on 
Monday 5th June at 4pm. 
Please contact the Office on 8840 8521 for 
information on how to register. 
 
Faith in Marriage Seminar: 19 May  
The annual Diocesan Faith in Marriage 
Seminar returns in 2023 with Chris Padgett, 
American Speaker, Musician, Author and 
Professor of Theology. This free event will 
be held on Friday 19 May at 7:30pm at St 
Paul the Apostle Church, 40 Buckleys Road, 
Winston Hills. Please register your 
attendance at marriage@parracatholic.org  
 
MET Natural Fertility Seminar – Couples 
Hoping to Conceive: 20 May  
Hear about Restorative Reproductive 
Medicine and natural methods of achieving 
pregnancy. Hear from trained professionals 
about a women’s health science, the 
Creighton Model which is used in 
conjunction with NaProTechnology 
(www.fccau.org). This free event will be 
held on Saturday 20 May from 1pm at the 
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. 
For more information contact 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org or 
0400 427 605.  

Mary Help of Christians Procession: 20 
May  
Join The Servants of Mary Help of Christians 
for their annual procession ahead of the 
Feast of Mary, Help of Christians, Patroness 
of Australia on Saturday 20 May. Mass will 
commence at 10am at St Peter’s Surry Hills, 
followed by a street procession through to 
St Mary’s Cathedral and Mass at 12pm. All 
are welcome to attend.  
 
Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023   
Getting married in 2023? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates in the New Year, to 
book and pay. An online preparation 
called SmartLoving can also be booked via 
the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.   
 
Christian Meditation Introduction and 
Renewal Day: 21 May  
You are invited to a Christian Meditation 
Introduction and Renewal Day at St 
Benedict’s Monastery, 121 Arcadia Rd, 
Arcadia, on Sunday 21 May from 10.30am 
to 3pm, with registration from 10am. 
Morning tea will be provided, but BYO 
picnic lunch. No need to register ahead of 
time. Donations welcome. For enquiries, 
please contact either Ann Bergman 
on anniebergman@hotmail.com or Ann 
Lomas on atlomas@bigpond.com or (02) 
9653 2637.  
 
 
 
Mission: Transform Lives  

Communities in Africa, Asia 
or the Pacific are seeking 
Australians from a variety 
of professions and trades 
to share their skills and 

knowledge with those who have few other 
chances for training. Build enduring global 
relationships while assisting sustainable, 
self-reliant, community development. 
Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR 
code. For further information: 
RING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567. 
WEB: www.palms.org.au 

 
Mary Mackillop Australian 
Pilgrimage 
The Sisters of Saint Joseph have 
prepared an Australian 
Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of 

Mary MacKillop” commencing in 
Melbourne on 17 October, journeying 
through Victoria and South Australia, and 
ending at Mary MacKillop Place, North 
Sydney on 28 October 2023.  During the 
pilgrimage we visit many places associated 
with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry. 

For a copy of the itinerary and an 
application form contact Sr Annie Bond 
at national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au or on 
89124818. 
 

‘Saints in Training’  
All high school aged 
students are welcome! 
Snacks & drinks will be 
provided  

When: Friday 19th May 
What time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Where: Marketplace St Luke’s 
RSVP email: saintlukesyg@gmail.com 
 
2023 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM DATES 
AT ST LUKE’S 
First Holy Communion  
Preparation dates (6pm – 7pm):  
Wednesday May 10  
Wednesday May 17 
Wednesday May 24 
Sacrament received: June 10 & 11 
First Reconciliation 
Preparation Dates (6pm – 7pm): 
Wednesday August 16 
Wednesday August 23 
Wednesday August 30 
Sacrament received: Wednesday 
September 6 (6-8pm) 
Confirmation 
Preparation Dates: 
Wednesday October 4 (6-7pm) 
Wednesday October 11  (6-7pm) 
Friday October 20 (7-8.45pm*) 
Wednesday October 25 (6-7pm) 
Sacrament received: Sunday                
October 29 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

Communion to the sick: call the office 
to arrange a time. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 
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