
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 10 September 2023 

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year A 

First Reading 
Ezekiel 33:7-9 

The word of the Lord was 
addressed to me as 
follows, ‘Son of man, I 
have appointed you as 

sentry to the House of Israel. When you 
hear a word from my mouth, warn them in 
my name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked 
wretch, you are to die, and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked man to renounce 
his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but I 
will hold you responsible for his death. If, 
however, you do warn a wicked man to 
renounce his ways and repent, and he does 
not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but 
you yourself will have saved your life.’ 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 13:8-10 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of 
mutual love. If you love your brothers and 
sisters you have carried out your 
obligations. All the commandments: You 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, 
you shall not steal, you shall not covet, and 
so on, are summed up in this single 
command: You must love your neighbour as 
yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot 
hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the 
answer to every one of the 
commandments. 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother 
does something wrong, go and have it out 
with him alone, between your two selves. If 
he listens to you, you have won back your 
brother. If he does not listen, take one or 
two others with you: the evidence of two or 
three witnesses is required to sustain any 
charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, 
report it to the community; and if he 
refuses to listen to the community, treat 
him like a pagan or a tax collector. 
‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on 
earth shall be considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall be 
considered loosed in heaven. 
‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you 
on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will 
be granted to you by my Father in heaven. 
For where two or three meet in my name, I 
shall be there with them.’ 

SEASON OF CREATION  
This Gospel is clearly about becoming part 
of team Jesus. There’s the bit about 
gathering in twos and threes to find 
agreement about what we – including Jesus 
– want or need. Then we (the Greek ‘you’ is 
plural) are told we can jointly bind and 
loose, literally from the ground up. 
This is, therefore, a profoundly synodal 
passage. It’s an instruction manual for 
dealing with the messy realities in which 
the Church sometimes finds itself, and a 
reminder of the importance of community. 
There is even a plan for dealing with the 
odd recalcitrant brother who just won’t 
listen! Jesus’ key takeaway is about 
persistence and working together. 
In our own times, where there is lots of 
scope for collective action on important 
issues, Jesus’ frequent mention of ‘earth’ 
resonates. We are called to be the salt of 
the earth, a grounded people whose 
decisions can have heavenly effects. 

- Nick Brodie 
 
Living the Gospel – Facing the issue 
It can be very difficult when we feel that 
someone has hurt us to actually go and 
speak to them about how we are feeling. It 
is so much easier to revel in our hurt or 
seek payback for the hurt. Sometimes we 
feel that we might ruin a friendship by 
speaking to our friend about a way in which 
they have hurt us. But a hurt that goes 
unaddressed will continue to hurt and will 
probably be repeated. This week’s gospel 
reminds us of the need to challenge our 
friends when they hurt us but it also 
reminds us that when we have hurt others 
we need to be challenged about it and 
called to account for our actions. 

- Greg Sunter 
 
OFFERING FOR ST LUKE’S 
To help support the living costs of the 
clergy and contribute to the operating costs 
of St Luke’s:  
BSB: 067 950  
Account No: 0004026 
Account name: St Luke’s 
Reference: Your name 
 
We welcome this week as our Celebrants:  
Fr Alan Layt (Vigil) 
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am) 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 00004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 
 

Novena to the Mother of 
Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 

 
If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

We have a team of prayer  
warriors ready to pray for your requests. 
 

‘Saints in Training’  
All high school aged students 
are welcome!                       

Snacks & drinks will be provided.  
When: Friday 15th September 
What time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Where: Marketplace St Luke’s 
RSVP email: saintlukesyg@gmail.com 
 
2023 SACRAMENTS AT ST LUKE’S 
Confirmation preparation dates: 
Wednesday October 4 (6-7pm) 
Wednesday October 11 (6-7pm) 
Friday October 20 (7-8.45pm) 
Wednesday October 25 (6-7pm) 
Sacrament received: Sunday                
October 29 
 

St Luke’s Community morning tea: 
17 September 

Stay and enjoy a cuppa after Mass. Bring a 
plate to share with the community. 

What’s happening at St Luke’s 
‘Calendar of Events’ 

15 SEP – Saints in training Youth 
Group gathering 7-8.30pm 
17 SEP – Community morning tea, 
stay after Mass for a cuppa; bring a 
plate of food to share 
17 SEP – HSC Mass 
24 SEP – Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm 
4 OCT – First preparation session for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
22 OCT – St Luke’s Feast Day 
celebrations 
 
                               

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ceze#eze033
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom013
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw018
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
mailto:saintlukesyg@gmail.com


Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal: Caring for 
those who have cared for us   

Our priests never stop giving 
their lives in service to our 
community. They dedicate 
themselves to carrying out 

God’s ministry for as long as they are able. 
This Father’s Day, let us show our thanks 
and appreciation for our priests’ lifelong 
gifts of faithful service. Your compassionate 
donation will help our Clergy Support 
Foundation to care for our priests. Please 
give to the Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or scan 
this QR code. Thank you.  
 
Supporting Safe Communities - 
Safeguarding Sunday 2023: 10 September 
This weekend, the Catholic Church in 
Australia marks Safeguarding Sunday, on 
which we pray for those who have been 
abused, their families and supporters. We 
recognise and apologise for the harm done 
by priests, religious and lay people in 
Church settings. Rebuilding trust and 
confidence in the Church requires constant 
work and vigilance. We recommit to 
cultural change that will help the Church be 
a place that builds and supports safe 
communities for all people.  
You can find out more about the Church’s 
work in this area at:  
www.catholic.au/s/article/safeguardingsun
day2023  
 
Season of Creation: 1 September – 4 
October   
The Season of Creation is an ecumenical 
celebration and this year’s theme is, ‘Let 
Justice and Peace Flow’. It starts on 1 
September, the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation and ends on the Feast of St 
Francis of Assisi on 4 October. In his 
message for this year’s World Day of Prayer 
for Creation, Pope Francis reminds us that 
the next chapter in the Church’s synodal 
journey will begin at the conclusion of the 

Season of Creation. He hopes that this 
synodal journey will foster deeper 
communion enriched by greater dialogue. 
To learn more, please contact our Peace, 
Justice and Ecology team via 

met@parracatholic.org  
 
Parish of Richmond St Monica’s Spring 
Fair: 16 September   
All are invited to celebrate the St Monica's 
Spring Fair on Saturday 16 September at 32 
Francis Street, Richmond. Enjoy a delightful 
day with kids and family, featuring an array 
of entertaining activities. Indulge in exciting 
games, delicious treats, captivating 
performances, and more! Mark your 
calendars for this joyous community event 
that promises laughter and memories for 
all. See you there! 
 
World Day of Migrant and Refugees 
celebration   
You're warmly invited to a family-friendly 
event with Bishop Vincent and our migrant 
communities for the World Day of Migrants 
& Refugees on Saturday 16 September, 
2pm – 5.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish, Seven Hills. Come hear stories, enjoy 
free entertainment and activities. RSVP at 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrati
ng-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-
tickets-
675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch   
 
Arise Women’s Retreat: 16 September  
St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, is hosting a 
day of reflection, inspiration and encounter 
with Christ at this year’s Arise Women’s 
Retreat: ‘Arise – Talitha Koum – Little gril, I 
say ARISE’ on Saturday 16 September from 
8.30am to 8.30pm. The retreat will include 
Mass, meditation, talks, praise and worship, 
creative expression, spiritual direction and 
healing Eucharistic Adoration and 
Benediction. All meals are included. For 
bookings and more information, visit 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landin
g/1078404  
 
Blacktown Parish Golf Day 2023: 29 
September 
The parish community of Mary, Queen of 
the Family Parish, Blacktown, is inviting 
golfers to join their Parish Golf Day, which 
will take place on Friday 29 September from 
7am at Stonecutter Ridge Golf Course - 86 
Stonecutters Drive Colebee NSW 2761. All 
funds raised at this event will go towards 
the repair of our church roof at St Patrick’s 
Church, Blacktown. For further information 
and/or to register to participate click the  
website: https://www.mqofblacktown.org/
golfday2023 or contact the parish office: 
9622 1125 or admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 

Are you interested in bringing the Gospel 
message to prisoners and their families?  
Kairos Prison Ministry is hosting an 
information session on Saturday 16th 
September at 2.30pm–4.30pm at Blacktown 
Uniting Church, 59 Bungarribee Road, 
Blacktown. Come and hear how you can 
join other Christians in dramatically 
changing lives. RSVP to 
kidillwyniasec@kairos.org.au or phone 
Yvonne on 0419 284 128 
 

Life in the Spirit Seminar: 
23&24 September 
United in Love Prayer 
Group presents ‘Life in the 
Spirit’ Seminar 

When: 23 & 24 September, 9am-4pm 
Where: Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall 
12 Swanston St, St Mary’s NSW 2760 
*Free lunch 
*Child minding facility available 
For further information contact Ana on 
0415168950 
 
Safeguarding Face-to-face Training 
Opportunities  
Mandatory Modules 1-3: Saturday 28 
October at St Canice’s Church, Katoomba 
from 10am-3pm.  
(Renewal Modules will soon be available on 
our online training platform.) 
Register for this face-to-face module at: 
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org. 
For further information contact Maria 
Kervin at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

Reconciliation on the fourth Saturday 
of the month 4.30-5.15pm 

Communion to the sick: call the office 
to arrange a time. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 

 

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER 

O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron, 
a person of faith who desired all people to 
come to know and love you in the community 
of your Church.  

Teach us to embrace what St Luke pioneered: 
discipleship of Jesus Christ.  

Trusting in your love and grace  
and nourished by Word and Sacrament  
may we grow in our relationship with you and 
together make our Catholic Faith Community a 
community of communities, a sanctuary where 
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their 
journey, and a center of constant missionary 
outreach.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St Luke, pray for us.  

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,  
pray for us.  

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

 

http://parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal
http://www.catholic.au/s/article/safeguardingsunday2023
http://www.catholic.au/s/article/safeguardingsunday2023
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/celebrating-world-day-of-refugees-and-migrants-tickets-675662363317?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.mqofblacktown.org/golfday2023
https://www.mqofblacktown.org/golfday2023
mailto:kidillwyniasec@kairos.org.au
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org
mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
http://www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark/
http://www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark/

