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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, 177 December 2023
Third Sunday of Advent
Year B

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11

The spirit of the Lord has
been given to me, for the
Lord has anointed me. He
has sent me to bring good news to the
poor, to bind up hearts that are broken;

to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to
those in prison; to proclaim a year of favour
from the Lord. ‘I exult for joy in the Lord,
my soul rejoices in my God, for he has
clothed me in the garments of salvation, he
has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,

like a bride adorned in her jewels. ‘For as
the earth makes fresh things grow, as a
garden makes seeds spring up, so will the
Lord make both integrity and praise spring
up in the sight of the nations.’

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and
for all things give thanks to God, because
this is what God expects you to do in Christ
Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt;
think before you do anything — hold on to
what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect
and holy; and may you all be kept safe and
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has
called you and he will not fail you.

Gospel

John 1:6-8. 19-28

A man came, sent by God. His name was
John. He came as a witness, as a witness to
speak for the light, so that everyone might
believe through him. He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light. This is
how John appeared as a witness.

When the Jews sent priests

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he
declared quite openly, ‘1 am not the Christ.’
‘Well then,” they asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I
am not,” he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He
answered, ‘No.” So they said to him, ‘Who
are you? We must take back an answer to
those who sent us. What have you to say
about yourself?’ So John said, ‘l am,

as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in
the wilderness: Make a straight way for the

Lord.” Now these men had been sent by
the Pharisees, and they put this further
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and
not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise
with water; but there stands among you —
unknown to you — the one who is coming
after me; and | am not fit to undo his
sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on
the far side of the Jordan, where John was
baptising.

Gospel Reflection
This week’s gospel should sound very
familiar. It is the gospel of John version of
the passage used in last week’s liturgy,
which came from the gospel of Mark. Again,
it recalls the ministry of John the Baptist,
but it is given the particular slant of the
gospel of John. Aside from the greater focus
on the conversational interaction, it
presents John as a ‘witness’. This is perhaps
more typical of the John gospel emphasis
on personal encounter with Jesus. Rather
than acting as something of a herald, as in
last week’s account, here John the Baptist is
witnessing ‘to speak for the light’. He makes
a very clear distinction between himself and
the Christ, his mission is simply to point
towards the light; the Christ.
Our common understanding of the word
‘witness’ tends to be related to legal
situations. The use of witness in this gospel
carries a different connotation: to provide
witness through action and lifestyle that
draws others to wonder about and perhaps
come to accept the motivating belief. It is
this understanding of witness that all
Christians are called to provide. We are
called to witness to our beliefs in the way
that we live our lives, engage with others
and hold to certain truths. Of course, there
are some Christians who believe that their
witness needs to be more obvious and
more clearly stated. They feel that
providing witness, or testimony, to their
faith through spoken proclamation has a
greater potential to change lives. Whether
we choose to witness through our words or
through our actions it is essential that both
words and actions have integrity; that there
is no clash between what we proclaim and
the way we live.

- GregSunter

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER

0 God, you show us in St Luke, our patron,

a person of faith who desired all people to
come to know and love you in the community
of your Church.

Teach us to embrace what St Luke pioneered:
discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Trustingin your love and grace

and nourished by Word and Sacrament

may we grow in our relationship with you and
together make our Catholic Faith Community a
community of communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their
journey, and a center of constant missionary
outreach.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Luke, pray for us.
St Luke’s Church Building fund

é BSB: 067 950
ol =

= Account: 00004307
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park.
Reference: (Your name)

OFFERING FOR ST LUKE’S

To help support the living costs of the
clergy and the operating costs of St Luke’s:
BSB: 067 950

Account No: 0004026

Account name: St Luke’s

Reference: Your name
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via

w,a K
\
| Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454

Novena to the Mother of
Perpetual Help:

A If you have prayer needs, please

w visit our website:
I~ https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/

We welcome this week as our celebrant:
Fr Joseph Nguyen (Vigil & 10am)

What's happening at Gt -Luke's
‘Catendan o Events’
23 DEC - Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm
Clvuistmas Masa times
24 DEC—-7pm & 11pm
25 DEC - 10am
27 JAN — Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa061
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cth1#th1005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn001
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/

NEW Diocesan website launched

The new parracatholic.org website is now
here with exciting new features and
functionality including a comprehensive
‘Find a Mass’ function which includes Daily
and Weekend Masses, Reconciliation and
Adoration times; a centralised event
calendar; Daily Mass readings and different
ways you can contribute to the Church in
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains.
Check it out today!

2023 Diocese of Parramatta Christmas
Mass Times

Christmas Mass and Reconciliation Times
from parishes across Western Sydney and
the Blue Mountains are available now on
our Diocesan website
(www.parracatholic.org) and on Catholic
Outlook (www.catholicoutlook.org). The
Diocese of Parramatta wishes you, your
families and faith communities a Merry
Christmas.

Advent and Christmas | Summer 2023
Catholic Outlook Magazine out now!

The Advent and Christmas | Summer 2023
edition of the Catholic Outlook Magazine is
out now! This edition features reflections
on Mary’s journey into the dark night, how
our communities celebrate Christmas, our
four new leaders in the Diocese, a handy
Christmas Mass Times guide, plus so much
more. Pick up your free copy from parishes
and offices across Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains today or read it online

via catholicoutlook.org/magazine

Liturgical Ministry Course returns in 2024
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses
will recommence in February 2024. This is
formation for anyone interested in serving
within the Liturgical Ministries either as
Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion, Communion to the Sick and
Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are
interested or would like more information,
please contact the Office for Worship on
0460 037 795

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our
website to download an enrolment form
at https://officeforworship.org.au/

Caritas Australia’s Global
Gifts Cards

Caritas Australia’s Global
Gifts Christmas cards are a
great way to spread joy and
hope this Christmas season and to make a
life-changing impact. Each gift represents a
donation that will support vulnerable
communities to create a brighter future.
Order now to receive in time for Christmas
at www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR
code.

Our Synod Journey: Diocesan Synod
Report Now Available

The Diocesan Synod Report is now available
for download. The newly released Diocesan
Synod Report offers a summary of our first
Diocesan Synod assembly, held from 13-15
October 2023, its preparatory stages, in-
depth details of the proceedings, and
insights from delegates. Download your
copy from the Parramatta Synod website
now: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/

Donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal
Following a series of surprise attacks
against Israel by Hamas in early October,
Caritas Australia is supporting partner
agencies on the ground to provide
emergency cash, shelter, and psychosocial
support to those affected by the violence.
The efforts of these partner agencies are
expected to support 17,000 displaced
families. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza
Appeal, visit
www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413
toll free.

WITNESS & PRAY WITH US

PARRAMATTA MENS
ROSARY

FEN G SERVIGE, MEN OF WORSHIP. MEN GF CYANGELIZATION
Eﬁj‘?ﬂﬂ
EE@?

Epiphany Pilgrimage and Fiesta 2024
Commit the first fruits of your new year to
Christ with the 2024 Epiphany Pilgrimage (2
-9 Jan 2024). Enjoy 7 days of bushwalking,
fellowship and prayer as we journey from
Emu Plains to the top of the Blue
Mountains, experiencing the wonderful
hospitality of parish communities along the
way. For more information and to register
for all or part of the journey, visit
www.epiphanypilgrimage.org.

EVERY 15T SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

DEC 2ND 2023
JAN 6TH 2024
FEB 3RD 2024

10:30 AM
PRINCE ALFRED SOAURE, PARRAMATTA
(FRONT OF 5T PATRICKS CATHEDRAL)

Sydney Summer School of Evangelisation:
7 - 14 January 2024

Summer School is a week-long, live-in, life-
changing retreat at the Mt Carmel Retreat
Centre in Varroville NSW, featuring praise
and worship, inspiring talks, engaging
liturgy, in the midst of a community of 150+
young people aged 16-35. Registrations
open 31 October. Register by 30 November
to receive early bird rates (concession
$525/adult $625). More info:
contact@summerschool.org.au. Bookings:
summerschool.org.au

Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass: 10
February 2024

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick,
including the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick, will be held at 11am on Saturday
10 February 2024 at St Patrick’s Church,
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish,
Blacktown. All are welcome, including those
who may be sick, and those who care for
the sick and dying and health care
professionals. RSVPs are required by 6
February 2024 to
mary.gale@parracatholic.org

Music for Lent Workshop: 12 February
2024

Musicians and Liturgy Planners are invited
to attend an evening exploring Music for
Lent on Monday 12 February 2024 from
7pm to 8.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather
Centre, Blacktown. The session will be
presented by Eric Grella, Music Formation
Facilitator, Mission Enhancement Team. To
RSVP, please contact
mary.gale@parracatholic.org by 5 February
2024.

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024
Getting married in 20247 Let the Diocese of
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view
weekend course dates in the New Year, to
book and pay. An online preparation

called SmartLoving can also be booked via
the website. For more information, email
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on
0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

Baptisms available every second
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email.

Reconciliation on the fourth Saturday
of the month 4.30-5.15pm

Communion to the sick: call the office
to arrange a time.

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:

marsdenpark@ parracatholic.org
Website:

stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park

Postal Address:

PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN
PARK NSW 2765



http://parracatholic.org/
http://www.parracatholic.org/
http://www.catholicoutlook.org/
http://catholicoutlook.org/magazine
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/?utm_source=ParishBulletin&utm_medium=Print&utm_term=QRcode&utm_content=&utm_campaign=GG_2024
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/
http://www.epiphanypilgrimage.org/
mailto:contact@summerschool.org.au
http://summerschool.org.au/
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
http://www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark/
http://www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark/

