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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, 24 December 2023
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Year B

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

2 Samuel 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16
Once David had settled into
his house and the Lord had
given him rest from all the
enemies surrounding him, the king said to
the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, | am living in a
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells
in a tent’. Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is
with you.” But that very night the word of
the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my
servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are
you the man to build me a house to dwell
in? | took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, to be leader of my
people Israel; | have been with you on all
your expeditions; | have cut off all your
enemies before you. | will give you fame as
great as the fame of the greatest on earth. |
will provide a place for my people Israel; |
will plant them there and they shall dwell in
that place and never be disturbed again;
nor shall the wicked continue to oppress
them as they did, in the days when |
appointed judges over my people Israel; |
will give them rest from all their enemies.
The Lord will make you great; the Lord will
make you a House. And when your days are
ended and you are laid to rest with your
ancestors, | will preserve the offspring of
your body after you and make his
sovereignty secure. | will be a father to him
and he a son to me. Your House and your
sovereignty will always stand secure before
me and your throne be established for

ever.

Second Reading

Romans 16:25-27

Glory to him who is able to give you the
strength to live according to the Good News
| preach, and in which | proclaim Jesus
Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept
secret for endless ages, but now so clear
that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience
of faith. This is only what scripture has
predicted, and it is all part of the way the
eternal God wants things to be. He alone is
wisdom; give glory therefore to him
through Jesus Christ for ever and ever.
Amen.

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the
House of David; and the virgin’s name was
Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice,
so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’
She was deeply disturbed by these words
and asked herself what this greeting could
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do
not be afraid; you have won God’s favour.
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son,
and you must name him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his ancestor David; he will rule over the
House of Jacob for ever and his reign will
have no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘But
how can this come about, since | am a
virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’
the angel answered ‘and the power of the
Most High will cover you with its shadow.
And so the child will be holy and will be
called Son of God. Know this too: your
kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,
herself conceived a son, and she whom
people called barren is now in her sixth
month, for nothing is impossible to God.
am the handmaid of the Lord,” said Mary
‘let what you have said be done to me.” And
the angel left her.

Ill

Gospel Reflection

We have reached the final Sunday in the
season of Advent — a time of preparing
ourselves to recognise and celebrate
Christ’s presence in the world, both
historically and in an ongoing, timeless way.
This week’s gospel account of the
Annunciation is an ideal culmination to this
season as we recall Mary’s emphatic ‘Yes’
to all that was being asked of her. At the
end of the Advent season of reflection and
preparation to recognise Christ’s presence
in the world and in our lives, what better
response could there be than to simply say,
‘Yes'?

In a world that is driven by selfishness and
the drive to push one’s self ahead of others,
Mary’s selfless act stands as a challenge to
our modern society. Even in her own time,
Mary’s decision must have been an
enormously difficult one — one that had the
potential to bring great shame on herself

and Joseph. Yet, her decision is made
swiftly and in faith. She trusts God
absolutely and gives her life over into God'’s
hands. That is perhaps the supreme act of
faith; to say ‘Yes’ to God so completely that
you are prepared to hand over direction
and control of your own life.
Few of us tend to be visited by angels who
lay out God’s plan for us as clearly as
Gabriel did for Mary. For most of us, itis a
challenge to discern God’s desire for us; to
realise what it is that we are called to do
and then give ourselves fully to that call. In
the hustle and bustle of life, it is difficult to
hear anything that God may be trying to ask
of us. Perhaps the example of Mary’s ‘Yes’
is a reminder to be still enough to hear the
question in the first place!

- GregSunter

St Luke’s Church Building fund
BSB: 067 950
= Account: 00004307
Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park.
Reference: (Your name)
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OFFERING FOR ST LUKE’S

To help support the living costs of the
clergy and the operating costs of St Luke’s:
BSB: 067 950

Account No: 0004026

Account name: St Luke’s

Reference: Your name
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via

w,a, i
: Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454

Novena to the Mother of
Perpetual Help:

q}%@n If you have prayer needs, please
w visit our website:
T~ https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/

We welcome this week as our celebrant:
Fr Kevin Redmond (Vigil & 10am)

What's hoppening at Gt €uke’s
‘Calendavy ey Events’
Clhvuistimas Masa. tumes

24 DEC-7pm & 11pm
25 DEC—10am
27 JAN — Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csm2#sm2007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom016
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk001
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER

0 God, you show us in St Luke, our patron,

a person of faith who desired all people to
come to know and love you in the community
of your Church.

Teach us to embrace what St Luke pioneered:
discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Trustingin your love and grace

and nourished by Word and Sacrament

may we grow in our relationship with you and
together make our Catholic Faith Community a
community of communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their
journey, and a center of constant missionary
outreach.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

St Luke, pray for us.

NEW Diocesan website launched

The new parracatholic.org website is now
here with exciting new features and
functionality including a comprehensive
‘Find a Mass’ function which includes Daily
and Weekend Masses, Reconciliation and
Adoration times; a centralised event
calendar; Daily Mass readings and different
ways you can contribute to the Church in
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains.
Check it out today!

2023 Diocese of Parramatta Christmas
Mass Times

Christmas Mass and Reconciliation Times
from parishes across Western Sydney and
the Blue Mountains are available now on
our Diocesan website
(www.parracatholic.org) and on Catholic
Outlook (www.catholicoutlook.org). The
Diocese of Parramatta wishes you, your
families and faith communities a Merry
Christmas.

Advent and Christmas | Summer 2023
Catholic Outlook Magazine out now!

The Advent and Christmas | Summer 2023
edition of the Catholic Outlook Magazine is
out now! This edition features reflections
on Mary’s journey into the dark night, how
our communities celebrate Christmas, our
four new leaders in the Diocese, a handy
Christmas Mass Times guide, plus so much
more. Pick up your free copy from parishes
and offices across Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains today or read it online

via catholicoutlook.org/magazine

Liturgical Ministry Course returns in 2024
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses
will recommence in February 2024. This is
formation for anyone interested in serving
within the Liturgical Ministries either as
Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion, Communion to the Sick and
Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are

interested or would like more information,
please contact the Office for Worship on
0460 037 795

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our
website to download an enrolment form
at https://officeforworship.org.au/

Our Synod Journey: Diocesan Synod
Report Now Available

The Diocesan Synod Report is now available
for download. The newly released Diocesan
Synod Report offers a summary of our first
Diocesan Synod assembly, held from 13-15
October 2023, its preparatory stages, in-
depth details of the proceedings, and
insights from delegates. Download your
copy from the Parramatta Synod website
now: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/

Donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal
Following a series of surprise attacks
against Israel by Hamas in early October,
Caritas Australia is supporting partner
agencies on the ground to provide
emergency cash, shelter, and psychosocial
support to those affected by the violence.
The efforts of these partner agencies are
expected to support 17,000 displaced
families. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza
Appeal, visit
www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413
toll free.

WITNESS & PRAY WITH US

PARRAMATTA MENS
ROSARY

MEN OF SERVICE, MEN OF WORSHIP, MEN OF EYANGELIZATION

EVERY 15T SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
EhiE
; .ﬁ
EIE ol

DEC 2ND 2023
JAN 6TH 2024
FEB 3RD 2024

10:30 AM
PRINCE ALFRED SOAURE, PARRAMATTA
(FRONT OF 5T PATRICKS CATHEDRAL)

Epiphany Pilgrimage and Fiesta 2024
Commit the first fruits of your new year to
Christ with the 2024 Epiphany Pilgrimage (2
- 9 Jan 2024). Enjoy 7 days of bushwalking,
fellowship and prayer as we journey from
Emu Plains to the top of the Blue
Mountains, experiencing the wonderful
hospitality of parish communities along the
way. For more information and to register
for all or part of the journey, visit
www.epiphanypilgrimage.org.

Sydney Summer School of Evangelisation:
7 - 14 January 2024

Summer School is a week-long, live-in, life-
changing retreat at the Mt Carmel Retreat
Centre in Varroville NSW, featuring praise

and worship, inspiring talks, engaging

liturgy, in the midst of a community of 150+
young people aged 16-35. Registrations
open 31 October. Register by 30 November
to receive early bird rates (concession
$525/adult $625). More info:
contact@summerschool.org.au. Bookings:
summerschool.org.au

‘My Little Piece of Heaven’ Retreat: 12-14
January

A weekend retreat is being offered to
Young Women aged 17+ by Sr M. Rita
Baysari (a Schoenstatt Sister of Mary). It will
be held at ‘Home of Light’, 230 Fairlight Rd,
Mulgoa, from 6.30pm on 12% January to
4pm on 14t January. The cost is $75.

The weekend includes talks, laughs, singing,
music, sharing, discussions, prayers, walks,
adoration, and Holy Mass.

Contact Sr M. Rita on 0493 026 628 or at
srrita@schoenstatt.org.au. (Registrations
close 7t January.)

Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass: 10
February 2024

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick,
including the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick, will be held at 11am on Saturday
10 February 2024 at St Patrick’s Church,
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish,
Blacktown. All are welcome, including those
who may be sick, and those who care for
the sick and dying and health care
professionals. RSVPs are required by 6
February 2024 to
mary.gale@parracatholic.org

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

Baptisms available every second
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email.

Reconciliation on the fourth Saturday
of the month 4.30-5.15pm

Communion to the sick: call the office
to arrange a time.

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:

stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park

Postal Address:

PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN
PARK NSW 2765
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