
 OUR VISION:
   

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.” 

 

Sunday, 21 January 2024 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year B 

First Reading 
Jonah 3:1-5. 10 

The word of the Lord was 
addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ 
he said ‘Go to Nineveh, 
the great city, and preach 

to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh in obedience to the word 
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great 
beyond compare: it took three days to cross 
it. Jonah went on into the city, making a 
day’s journey. He preached in these words, 
‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going 
to be destroyed.’ And the people 
of Nineveh believed in God; they 
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest to the least. 
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil 
behaviour. And God relented: he did not 
inflict on them the disaster which he had 
threatened. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Brothers and sisters, our time is growing 
short. Those who have husbands or wives 
should live as though they had none, and 
those who mourn should live as though 
they had nothing to mourn for; those who 
are enjoying life should live as though there 
were nothing to laugh about; those whose 
life is buying things should live as though 
they had nothing of their own; and those 
who have to deal with the world should not 
become engrossed in it. I say this because 
the world as we know it is passing away. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
The kingdom of God is near: 
believe the Good News! 
 
Gospel 
Mark 1:14-20 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went 
into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good 
News from God. ‘The time has come’ he 
said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at 
hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 
As he was walking along by the Sea 
of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net in the lake – for they 
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 

‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers 
of men.’ And at once they left their nets 
and followed him. 
Going on a little further, he saw James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John; they too 
were in their boat, mending their nets. He 
called them at once and, leaving their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the men he 
employed, they went after him. 
 
Gospel Reflection -The Gospel in a hurry 
One of the features of this week’s gospel is 
the immediate response that Jesus inspires 
from the fishermen as they give up all that 
they previously knew to follow him. We will 
see throughout this year of readings that 
this is characteristic of the Gospel of Mark. 
This gospel is sometimes referred to as the 
gospel in a hurry as the writer uses a lot of 
language that implies haste – ‘straight 
away’; ‘immediately’; ‘that day’; ‘at once’. 
Such language is used to describe the 
movement of Jesus around Galilee but it is 
also used to describe the powerful 
reactions people have to him. 
The Good News is here 
This week’s gospel marks the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry in the Gospel of Mark. 
The gospel writer has Jesus clearly 
announcing his message in plain, simple 
language: ‘The kingdom of God is close at 
hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 
That message is as true for us today as it 
was when those words were first spoken. 
The kingdom is still close at hand if we 
would only recognise it in our midst rather 
than pinning our hopes on some future 
reward. The call to repent and believe the 
Good News is as relevant for us as it was for 
the first believers. 

- Greg Sunter 
 

St Luke’s Church Building fund 
BSB: 067 950 
Account: 00004307 

Account Name: St Luke’s Marsden Park. 
Reference: (Your name) 
 
OFFERING FOR ST LUKE’S 
To help support the living costs of the 
clergy and the operating costs of St Luke’s:  
BSB: 067 950  
Account No: 0004026 
Account name: St Luke’s 
Reference: Your name 

Novena to the Mother of 
Perpetual Help: 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm via 
Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454 

 
If you have prayer needs, please 
visit our website: 
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

 
‘Saints in Training’  
All high school aged students 
are welcome!                       

Snacks & drinks will be provided.  
When: Friday 4th February 2024 
What time: 7pm-8.30pm 
Where: Marketplace St Luke’s 
RSVP email: saintlukesyg@gmail.com 
 
We welcome this week as our celebrants: 
Fr Andrew Hennes (Vigil) 
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

What’s happening at St Luke’s 
‘Calendar of Events’ 

27 JAN – Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm 
4 FEB – Saints in Training Youth Group 
returns with ‘Games’ night 7-8.30pm 
14 FEB – Ash Wednesday Mass 7pm 
24 FEB – Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm                             

 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjon#jon003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk001
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/624180454
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
mailto:saintlukesyg@gmail.com


NEW Diocesan website launched  
The new parracatholic.org website is now 
here with exciting new features and 
functionality including a comprehensive 
‘Find a Mass’ function which includes Daily 
and Weekend Masses, Reconciliation and 
Adoration times; a centralised event 
calendar; Daily Mass readings and different 
ways you can contribute to the Church in 
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains. 
Check it out today! 
 

It’s not too late to gift faith, 
hope, comfort, and a brighter 
new year to people in hospital!  

Thank you to everyone who gave a 
Christmas gift to enable our 15 Catholic 
Care chaplains to give spiritual, 
sacramental, and emotional support to 
people suffering in hospital. If you haven't 
had a chance to donate, please 
visit yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 
or scan this QR code. With so many 
isolated, elderly, seriously ill, and dying 
people in hospital, our chaplains need your 
compassionate generosity and prayers to 
keep bringing the light of hope to more 
people experiencing their darkest days. 
 
Liturgical Ministry Course returns in 2024  
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 
will recommence in February 2024. This is 
formation for anyone interested in serving 
within the Liturgical Ministries either as 
Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Communion to the Sick and 
Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are 
interested or would like more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship on 
0460 037 795 
or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our 
website to download an enrolment form 
at https://officeforworship.org.au/  
 
Marriage Preparation Courses in 2024    
Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates in the New Year, to 
book and pay. An online preparation 
called SmartLoving can also be booked via 
the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  
 
Quakers Hill Parish Perpetual Novena to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help   
Mary Immaculate Parish, Quakers Hill-
Schofields celebrates a Perpetual Novena to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Wednesday 
evenings at 7pm in the Church. All are 
welcome to join. For more information, 
please contact the parish office on (02) 
9626 3326 or 
parishoffice@maryimmac.org.au.   
 

  
 
Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available 
for in-person, telephone and Zoom 
appointments    
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the 
Diocese of Parramatta is open Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 5pm for enquiries regarding 
marriage annulments. Interviews are being 
conducted in person with Zoom and 
telephone appointments available in 
certain circumstances. Please contact the 
Tribunal office on (02) 8838 3480 or 

email tribunal@parracatholic.org.    
 
Jesus Light of the World Communities 
Recharge Gathering: 27 January  
The Jesus Light of the World Communities 
are hosting a Recharge Gathering on 
Saturday 27 January from 2.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Parish Hall, Rockdale. Each 
gathering includes rosary, praise and 
worship, a talk and prayer ministry. For 
more information, please contact Helen on 
0433 455 114, Ida on 0426 953 697 or email 

jlowcommunity@gmail.com  
 
Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass: 10 
February 2024  
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, 
including the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick, will be held at 11am on Saturday 
10 February 2024 at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
Blacktown. All are welcome, including those 
who may be sick, and those who care for 
the sick and dying and health care 
professionals. RSVPs are required by 6 
February 2024 to 

mary.gale@parracatholic.org  
 
Music for Lent Workshop: 12 February 
2024  
Musicians and Liturgy Planners are invited 
to attend an evening exploring Music for 
Lent on Monday 12 February 2024 from 
7pm to 8.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather 
Centre, Blacktown. The session will be 
presented by Eric Grella, Music Formation 
Facilitator, Mission Enhancement Team. To 
RSVP, please contact by 5 February 2024 

mary.gale@parracatholic.org.  

Bishop Vincent presents a conversation 
with Monsignor Tomas Halik: 12 February  
The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to a 
conversation with Czech priest and 
theologian Monsignor Tomas Halik on 
Monday 12 February at 6pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Hall, Parramatta. Registration is 
free, but places are strictly limited. Visit 
https://parracatholic.org/events/tomashali
k/ to register.  
 
Glenbrook Parish Aspects of the Eucharist 
Talks: 21 and 28 February  
St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, is hosting a 
series of talks exploring the fundamental 
aspects of the Eucharist with Chris Ohlsen 
on Wednesday 21 and 28 February at 
7.30pm at the parish. Entry is via gold coin 
donation. To RSVP, please email 
glenbrook@parracatholic.org 
 
Thank you to our major sponsors for the 
2023 Carols Fundraiser: 

 

 

WEEKEND MASSES                             
Saturday 5.30pm                            
Sunday 10.00am                     

Baptisms available every second 
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email. 

Reconciliation on the fourth Saturday 
of the month 4.30-5.15pm 

Communion to the sick: call the office 
to arrange a time. 

CONTACT US                          
Pastoral Director:                           
Deacon Tony Hoban 
Phone:                                                   
(02) 8840 8521 
Email: 
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
Website:                      
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark   
Address:                                                    
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park      
Postal Address:                                     
PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN 
PARK NSW 2765 
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