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St Luke's

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

OUR VISION:

Sunday, 3 November 2024

Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year B

“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE'S AND EVERYONE WHO ENGAGES AS A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading

Deuteronomy 6:2-6

Moses said to the people: ‘If
you fear the Lord your God all
the days of your life and if you keep all his
laws and commandments which | lay on
you, you will have a long life, you and your
son and your grandson. Listen then, Israel,
keep and observe what will make you
prosper and give you great increase, as the
Lord God of your fathers has promised you,
giving you a land where milk and honey
flow. ‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the
one Lord. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your strength. Let these words | urge on
you today be written on your heart.’

Responsorial Psalm
I love you Lord, my strength.

Second Reading

Hebrews 7:23-28

There used to be a great number of priests
under the former covenant, because death
put an end to each one of them; but this
one, Christ, because he remains for ever,
can never lose his priesthood. It follows,
then, that his power to save is utterly
certain, since he is living for ever to
intercede for all who come to God through
him. To suit us, the ideal high priest would
have to be holy, innocent and
uncontaminated, beyond the influence of
sinners, and raised up above the heavens;
one who would not need to offer sacrifices
every day, as the other high priests do for
their own sins and then for those of the
people, because he has done this once and
for all by offering himself. The Law appoints
high priests who are men subject to
weakness; but the promise on oath, which
came after the Law, appointed the Son who
is made perfect for ever.

Gospel

Mark 12:28-34

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put
a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all
the commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is
the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is
the one Lord, and you must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this: You must love

your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.” The
scribe said to him, ‘Well spoken, Master;
what you have said is true: that he is one
and there is no other. To love him with all
your heart, with all your understanding and
strength, and to love your neighbour as
yourself, this is far more important than any
holocaust or sacrifice.” Jesus, seeing how
wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” And after that
no one dared to question him any more.

Living the Gospel
Jesus reminds us ‘You must love your
neighbour as yourself.” There’s an
unspoken, underlying idea here that is
absolutely crucial. Before you can love your
neighbour, you must first love yourself. To
say that you love yourself today can imply a
level of boastfulness or ego. However, what
is required is a genuine love of self —an
acceptance; a respect; a true valuing of self.
Only then can we know how to treat others.
When we ask ourselves how we would
want to be treated it points us towards how
we should treat others. What is summed up
so simply by Jesus is a very tough ask!
Jesus is asked which commandment is first
and he provides two commandments as his
answer. However, he doesn’t bundle them
together as one overarching commandment
— he very distinctly identifies them as first
and second. Sometimes we can feel the
way to express love for God is through
demonstrating our love for other people in
charitable or justice-focused actions.
However, Jesus makes clear that the first
commandment of all is the love of God with
all our being — that God is worthy of love in
God’s own right. Our love of God may
inspire us to action for others but the first
step is loving God for who God is.

- GregSunter
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We welcome this week as our Celebrants:
Fr Chinonye Akamadu (Vigil)
Fr Joseph Nguyen (10am)

Get updates on St Luke’s news and events
: If you are currently not
receiving our weekly email
update, please scan this QR
code and fill in your details.

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR
TAP DEVICES

Contribute to our St Luke's
collections by scanning this
QR code. 30% of funds support the living
costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the
operating costs of St Luke's.

What's happening at GU-Lukes
‘Calendavy ey Exrents’
10 NOV — Community morning tea
10 NOV - Stage 3 Mass
17 NOV — Weekend Food Stall
17 NOV —Stage 5 Mass
24 NOV - Reconciliation 4.30-5.15pm
30 NOV - Volunteers ‘thank you’
dinner 6.45pm
6 DEC - Carols

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER
O God, you show us in St Luke, our patron,

a person of faith who desired all people to
come to know and love you in the community
of your Church.

Teach us to embrace what St Luke pioneered:
Discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Trusting in your love and grace
and nourished by Word and Sacrament
may we grow in our relationship with you and
together make our Catholic Faith Community a
community of communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their
journey,
and a centre of constant missionary outreach.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Positions Vacant:

Accountant — Catholic Care Western Sydney
and the Blue Mountains.

For more details go to
parracatholic.org/about/jobs/


https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cdeu#deu006
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cheb#heb007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk012
https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/
https://parracatholic.org/about/jobs/

From the Pastoral Plan 2024-2028: Behold,
| Am With You Always

"Our journey has only just begun. As we
move forward, we endeavour to
institutionalise best practice in communal
discernment, decision making and
governance, which would enhance the
authority of the ordained and the rightful
participation of the faithful..." — Bishop
Vincent Long OFM Conv. Read more

at parracatholic.org/synodality.

Will Wonders Never Cease. What Will Be
Your Legacy?

A gift in your Will is an enduring way to give
thanks to God and share your blessings
beyond your lifetime. During Include A
Charity Week, we invite you to consider a
gift in your Will to our parish or a Catholic
ministry in our Diocese. Legacy gifts
advance Christian works of faith, hope, and
charity for future generations. For
information on remembering our Church in
your Will: parracatholic.org/giftsinWills

ACBC: Synod on Synodality Prayer
Resources

A range of liturgical resources have been
prepared for parishes as we enter the
second session of the Synod on Synodality
in Rome. The Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference website has a range of related
resources

here: https://www.catholic.au/s/article/XVI
-Ordinary-General-Assembly-of-the-Synod-
of-Bishops

Free Theology books: Clearing of Bishop
Bede Heather Centre library

As the Bishop Bede Heather Centre will be
undergoing renovations soon, the library
books are available for collection, free of
charge. There are many books in all
categories — biblical studies, philosophy,
ethics, spirituality, ministry, homiletics,
parish renewal, liturgy, sacraments and
MORE.

You are welcome to visit on the following
days, from 10 AM to 4 PM:

Wednesday 6 November

Tuesday 12 November

Friday 22 November

Address: Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5
Marion Street, Blacktown, 2148

Mt Schoenstatt Sisters: Daily rosary prayer
October is the month of the rosary! The
Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary invite you to
join in with them in praying the rosary daily
in the Shrine at 5.25 pm (with some
exceptions). We will pray together
particularly for world peace but also in all
your personal intentions. Address: 230
Fairlight Road, Mulgoa 2745.

Visit www.schoenstatt.org.au

ALL SAINTS DAY: 1 November
(REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA)
Today we celebrate the memory of all the
baptised who have gone before us and
whose lives were virtuous. The saints of
God are all those who have been baptised
into Christ, who have washed their robes in
the blood of the Lamb. We all know people
whose lives were steeped in genuine
holiness. The life of every one of us has
been blessed by their goodness. This is a
day for us to remember and to celebrate
their holiness. We celebrate the lives of all
those who have been marked with the sign
of faith, those who have been canonised by
the church, those whom we have known
personally as well as those whose names
we do not know.

In the beatitudes listed in today’s gospel we
are given examples of what it means to live
lives of holiness. This gospel really does not
present a blueprint for holiness. Rather, it
offers a series of snapshots that
demonstrate the holiness that is ours by
virtue of our baptism. Those who have gone
before us lived such lives. Today, as we
remember them, we hold up their lives as
examples of holiness and models for our
imitation. The sentiments that are
expressed and the commitment that it
illustrated in the beatitudes clearly stand in
opposition to the standards of the world.
Their radicality may be more than some can
understand, but they are traits that are
recognisable by those who belong to the
family of God, for they are genuine godly
traits.

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend: 9-
10 November

How prepared are you for marriage?
Engaged Encounter provides you with
deeper insights into each other and into
married life. We give you a chance to spend
time together to strengthen and enrich
your relationship. The next Engaged
Encounter Weekend will be held on 9-11
November, with future dates in February
and May 2025. For further information and
to register,

visit www.engagedencounter.org.au/

Parramatta Street Feast: 13 November
On behalf of Bishop Vincent Long OFM
Conv, you are warmly invited to the
Parramatta Street Feast 2024. Come and
share a free meal, entertainment and
company in a spirit of friendship and
solidarity: 13 November 2024, 10:30am —
1:00pm, St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall,
Parramatta. If you would like to volunteer
on the day (e.g., set-up, ushering, serving
food), please fill out the registration form
at: parracatholic.org/streetfeast

St Nicholas of Myra Penrith Pavilion of
Fellowship Raffle

St Nicholas of Myra Parish is holding a
fundraising raffle to help construct our
Pavilion of Fellowship. The prize is a 7-day
holiday in a Bali Villa for 6 people (flights
not included). For more information and to
purchase tickets

visit https://www.raffletix.com.au/paviliono

ffellowship

Carols Tickets
Buy your St Luke’s
Carols Raffle Tickets
now for just $5 each,
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for a chance to win
$2,000 in cash! Or to
order your raffle
tickets, simply click
on this payment :
link https://square. I|nk/u/Ov8eSX9O

Tickets will be immediately entered into the
barrel and proof of purchase sent to your
email/mobile number. Don't miss out!

All proceeds go towards our future Church
building.

Throughout the
month of
November, we will
have the Book of
Remembrance on
display. Please include the names of all your
family members and friends who have died,
especially those who have died in the last
year. Let’s pray for those who have gone to
the heavenly home before us.

Book of

HRemembrance

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 10.00am

Baptisms available every second
Sunday after Mass. Apply via email

Reconciliation: Saturday 4.30-5.15pm
once a month

CONTACT US

Pastoral Director:

Deacon Tony Hoban

Phone:

(02) 8840 8521

Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:

stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark
Address:

2 Springdale St, Marsden Park

Postal Address:

PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN
PARK NSW 2765
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