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Sunday Reflection. . ..

The second parable that Jesus tells in Luke 18 addresses attitude
in prayer. In contrasting the prayer of the Pharisee with the pray-
er of the tax collector, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray in hu-
mility before God. Jesus again surprises his listeners by showing
the tax collector as the example of faith, rather than the Pharisee.
Remember that Pharisees were members of a sect of Judaism
active in Jesus' time. They taught an oral interpretation of the
Law of Moses as the basis for Jewish piety. If anyone would be a
model for prayer, a Pharisee was a likely candidate. In contrast,
Jesus offers the tax collector as a model for prayer. Tax collec-
tors were collaborators with the Roman authorities in a system
that allowed the tax collectors to line their own pockets by charg-
ing in excess of the defined taxes. Yet, in this parable, Jesus
offers the humility of the tax collector as a model for the prayer
of a disciple. The parable reminds us that when we pray, we
must remember our need for God in our lives. If we are too full
of ourselves, there is too little room for God's grace to work in
US. © 2025 Loyola Press. All rights reserved.
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TWENTY-NINETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C

In the family, one sometimes observes a level of competition
between children for parent attention, for acknowledgement of
their abilities. Somehow, children seem to internalize that the
attention given to one member of the family diminishes the atten-
tion given to another. In this way, children can often sound like
the Pharisee in Jesus' parable. Parents who provide continual
reminders to their children that they are loved for who they are,
not for what they do, help children develop a healthy spirituality.
As a family, talk about what it means to compare oneself to an-
other. Discuss whether it is helpful to compare oneself to anoth-
er. In what ways might this be positive? (when it motivates one to
use one's talents) In what circumstances might this be unhelp-
ful? (when it proves discouraging, when it prevents one from
valuing the abilities of another)

As a family, read today's Gospel, Luke 18:9-14. Discuss: What
was wrong about the prayer of the Pharisee? How can we emu-
late the prayer of the tax collector?

Pray together as a family in thanksgiving for the blessing that is
each member of your family. Pray that your family will be free
from unhealthy competition. Pray in thanksgiving that God's love
for us is unconditional.

© 2025 Loyola Press. All rights reserved.

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 8530 0173.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm - Temporary Office
in demountable building at western end of carpark within St Luke’s
Catholic College, Frontier Avenue entrance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm e~
Phone: (02) 9854 3100

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au

School Motto: "Live the Good News". ,

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities’, CS:h!T'C" c’iﬁ;
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children to become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

Entrance Antiphon; Cf Psalm 104:3-4 ~ Let the hearts that seek the Lord
rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face.

First Reading - Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 ~ The Lord is a judge who is
no respecter of personages. He shows no respect of personages to the
detriment of a poor man, he listens to the plea of the injured party. He
does not ignore the orphan's supplication, nor the widow's as she pours
out her story. The man who with his whole heart serves God will be
accepted, his petitions will carry to the clouds. The humble man’s prayer
pierces the clouds, until it arrives he is inconsolable nor will he desist
until the Most High takes notice of him, acquits the virtuous and delivers
judgement. And the Lord will not be slow, nor will he be dilatory on
their behalf.

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 32:2-3. 17-19. 23. R. v.7
(R.) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Second Reading - 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

~ My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has
come for me to be gone. | have fought the good fight to the end; | have
run the race to the finish; | have kept the faith; all there is to come now
is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to
all those who have longed for his Appearing.

The first time | had to present my defence, there was not a single wit-

PARISH MASS TIMES:

ness to support me. Every one of them deserted me — may they not be
held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave me power,
so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the
pagans to hear; and so | was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord
will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation ~ See John 15:16 ~ Alleluia, alleluia! | have chosen
you from the world, says the Lord; to go and bear fruit that will last.
Alleluial

Gospel ~ Luke 18:9-14 ~ Jesus spoke the following parable to some
people who prided themselves on being virtuous and despised everyone
else, Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself,
“| thank you, God, that | am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest
of mankind, and particularly that | am not like this tax collector here. |
fast twice a week; | pay tithes on all | get.” The tax collector stood some
distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat
his breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, | tell
you, went home again at rights with God; the other did not. For every-
one who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles
himself will be exalted.

Communion Antiphon: Cf Psalm 19:6 ~ We will ring out our joy at your
saving help and exult in the name of our God.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

SACRAMENTAL PROGESS:

MORNING TEA:

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space
55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park.

Weekday Mass Times:
Wednesday 7.30am

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirma-
tion, and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for
Adults. All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

CHILDREN'S LITURGY:

Friday 6.30pm

Sunday Mass Times:

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am & 10.00am YOUTH MINISTRY:
Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will
be celebrated every First Friday of

the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm
or by appointment.

BAPTISMS:

6.30pm to 8.30pm

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday
Mass. (Kindy to Year 4). Next session com-
mence: 25 & 26 October

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub.
Next leaders only meeting: 16th October
Next Youth Program: 21st November.

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.
All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.
SUNDAY ~ 9th Novmeber.

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.

THIS WEEKEND: 11th & 12th October.

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you
would like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the
Parish Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to
your home. Take the statue home after the
Sunday 10am Mass and return before Saturday
5.30pm Mass. Register your interest on the
roster on the information tables outside the
performance hub.

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

MARRIAGES:

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6
months notice is required. All enquiries please
email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

PRAYER MINISTRY:

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school
term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please
email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.or:

1st weekend every 2nd month.
Next opportunity: December 2nd.
Whether you need guidance, support, or simply marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
someone to pray with, feel free to come forward
after Mass and let us join you in prayer.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Par-
ish Office. Next session: 6th November. Look-
ing for space to grow in faith, explore Scripture,
and walk with others in our parish community?
Come and join us! For more information, email:

St Lukes

CATHOLIC PARISH

MARSDEN PARK
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make our St Luke’s Feast
Day celebration, and the Blessing and Opening of our Parish Building,
such a joyful and memorable occasion. Your generosity, time, and ef-
fort—whether through planning, setting up, serving, singing, or simply
being present—helped make this milestone a true celebration of faith
and community. May God bless you all for the many ways you continue
to build up our parish family with love and dedication.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Congratulations to our young people who received the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Friday! A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped
celebrate the Mass and prepared the children, and to Fr Fernando, the
Vicar General of the Diocese, who conferred the Sacrament. May the
Holy Spirit continue to strengthen and inspire them to live their faith
with courage and joy.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who so generously donated sacred
vessels, vestments, altar linens, AV equipment, a small and large TV
unit, whitegoods, garden hoses and taps, and cleaning supplies for our
new parish church building, and to those who designed and printed the
church signs, as well as many others who contributed their time, exper-
tise, and kind donations. Your generosity is deeply appreciated.

BOOKMARK COMPETITION WINNERS

Congratulations to the winners of the Bookmark Competition held for
the Opening and Blessing of our Parish Church Building. They each
received a special gift from the Bishop during the blessing ceremony.

JUBILEE YEAR PARISH PILGRIMAGE ~This Jubilee Year invites us to
journey as “Pilgrims of Hope.” Our parish will take part by joining the
Diocese of Parramatta’s local initiatives, beginning with a pilgrimage to
Mount Schoenstatt, Mulgoa on Saturday, 15 November. Places are lim-
ited to 40 people only, as we will be using the Shrine Chapel (the main
chapel is booked for other pilgrims). A sign-up sheet will be available
on the welcome table. The day will begin at 10am with the Rosary, fol-
lowed by opportunities for Confession and Mass, and conclude with a
shared lunch. Save the date — more information to follow.

PARISH OFFICE RELOCATION ~ Please note our new address: 55A
Frontier Avenue, Marsden Park. The parish office will operate from the
new location starting Monday, 27 October.

OFFERING TINS ~ As we joyfully open our new parish building on 19
October, our first weekend Masses on 25 and 26 October will include

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:
Amor Matulac; Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.

Recently Deceased: Aurora Borgonia , Grace Pinacate Roa,
Francis Banta, Lawrence Monteiro, Doreen Novakovich.

We Remember: Luiza Machado; David Edmunds, Patty Mallari,
Michael Machado, Teresita Mendoza; Belen Tiotuico
and Joseph Stanislaus.

Death Anniversary: Suzy Welikala; Luz Herrea, Emilio Lazarus, Jr. and
Magdalena Dela Cruz ; Eufrocinio Pasaquian; Angie Esteban Ocyaden;
Kevin Gleeson.

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?

the distribution of offering tins. Please take one home, place your offer-
ings inside, and return it in the coming weeks. Your gift will help us
continue with Stage 2 of our church building. Thank you for your
prayerful support and generosity.

ALL SAINTS DAY MASS ~ All Saints Day Mass will be celebrated on
Saturday, 1 November at 9am in the Church. All are warmly invited to
join us as we honour the saints and ask for their intercession.

ALL SOULS DAY & MEMORIAL MASS ~ This year All Souls Day falls
on a Sunday. Mass times will be as usual. A special Memorial Mass will
be held on Friday 21 November at 6.30pm in the church to pray for our
loved ones. November Mass envelopes are available in the welcome
table. Please return them to the Parish Office or place them in the col-
lection plate so that names can be recorded.

CFZ &Mé“mﬁ %"  Save the
© %”*ST Luke's O Date!
c\l\(l)lll\&li\ll |\|[| })I\\\\ 5th Dec 2025
d  giimeco. - Raffle Tickets
0 g, avalable for
Sty Sale Now!

sssssss

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~ Why confirm?

As the name implies, the Sacrament of Confirmation confirms or
strengthens the new life received at Baptism. Symbolically, the bishop or
priest makes the sign of the cross on the forehead using an oil called
chrism. As he does so he says, ‘(Name), be sealed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” Although the Holy Spirit is received at baptism, Confirmation
focuses on this gift by recalling the promise of Jesus to send the Spirit.
In the case of youth, Confirmation is often regarded as a sign of maturity
in Christ. Having been baptized as a baby and raised in the Christian life,
the youth is now called upon to make a more mature commitment to the
Gospel. In particular, Confirmation underlines our commissioning to be
bold, apostolic witnesses to the gospel. © the story Source, 1993.
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STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ As shared by
our Pastoral Finance Committee Chair, Arvin Joya, our parish will soon
be facing financial challenges that require our collective support to over-
come. Your thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a
significant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sustaina-
ble surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, maintain
our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please prayerfully consider
setting up a recurring gift or increasing your weekly offering. Together,
we can build a stronger financial foundation for our parish’s future. For
more information on how to start planned giving, please contact the par-
ish office. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our shared
mission.

RETURN TO TWO-COLLECTION METHOD AT MASS ~ We are excited to
announce a change in our weekly collection method as we prepare to
celebrate Mass at our new church on the weekend of October 25-26,
2025. Moving forward, we will return to the traditional practice of two
separate collections during Mass. Currently, our single collection allo-
cates 70% to our Parish’s operational expenses and 30% to the Diocese
to support the living costs of our Clergy. With the new method, the first

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY

collection will be dedicated entirely to the Diocese for the support of our
Clergy's living costs, and the second collection will be devoted to the
operational expenses of our Parish. This return to the traditional two-
collection method aligns with our commitment to transparently support
both our Parish community and the needs of our Clergy. We thank you
for your continued generosity and support as we transition into this new
chapter at our new church.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at

https://  www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

You donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish
Reference: (Your name)

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St Luke's collec—
tions by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds support the living costs of our
clergy and 70% goes to the operating costs of St Luke's.

Advertise in our
Parish Bulletin

RED & BLUE
Home Loan

®

Do you own a business or know someone
who does? We are offering the opportunity to

advertise in our parish bulletin. This is a
wonderful way to support our parish and
connect with the local community. If you're

3\ NEEDHUNGEL
0402389371
BOOK AN ’

I APPOINTMENT
WITHUS

Connect With Us

RED & BLUE

Homaltcan readandbluehomeloan €

expectations.

Kav Prasad

Sales Executive

0423046793
Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au

0
A LJHooker

We encourage you to support the advertisers
that support us. Thank You! Please under-
stand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden
Park cannot take responsibility if the service
provided by an advertiser does not meet

interested or would like more information,
please contact the parish office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
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BIRYANI - $20 TANDOORI-$20 BROWNIES-S2 PUFFS-S3  CUPGAKE- $4

%“ﬁ UBE CHOCOLATE

EMPANADA- $3 CUPCRAKE- $4 CAKE SLICE -85
CASH/CARD RCCEPTED

All proceeds go towards our Stage 2 Church Building & Operational Fund

o

Our services.

* Tax Accounting

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Processing

* Individual & Company Tax
* SMSF Tax

* Trust & Partnership Tax

YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER
IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION

hlpo(.u.o

g 4, (et G

Getin touch.

* E:randy@hipolito.com.au
e M: 0423110580
* www.hipolito.com.au

SAVVY TAX

THE SAVVY PEOPLE IN TAX

tered Tax Agent and €PA

gCaII for appointment
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-
gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au

6oLD DISABILITY  pacahgok: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability
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