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Sanday Reflection. . ..

In Luke 21:5-19, Jesus teaches about the temporary nature of
worldly things and the challenges of following Him. The passage
begins with the disciples admiring the beauty of the temple, no-
ticing its impressive stones and offerings. Jesus responds by
reminding them that even the grandest human achievements will
pass away. This points believers to focus not on material things
but on God’s lasting kingdom. True security comes from trusting
God, not in buildings, wealth, or possessions. The things of this
world are temporary, but God’s promises endure forever.

Jesus then warns His followers about the difficulties they will
face as His disciples. He speaks of persecution, betrayal, and
suffering, even being brought before rulers or facing death.
These warnings are meant to prepare believers, not frighten
them. He encourages them to remain faithful, assuring them that
the Holy Spirit will guide their words and give them strength in
times of trial. Challenges are part of following Him, and they can
also be opportunities to witness God’s truth and share the hope
of faith with others.

The passage also highlights the cost of discipleship. Following
Jesus may lead to family conflict, rejection, or hardship. Yet en-
durance and faithfulness are central to the Christian life. Those
who remain steadfast under pressure demonstrate God’s power
and receive spiritual reward. Suffering is not the end but part of a
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C

faithful journey that strengthens trust in God and builds spiritual
maturity. Believers are called to hold fast to their faith, even when
it seems costly or difficult.

Ultimately, Luke 21:5-19 calls believers to place their hope fully
in God rather than in human achievements or worldly comforts.
While trials will come, God’s presence and guidance are con-
stant. Faithfulness during hardship shows true commitment and
leads to eternal reward. The passage reminds believers to live
with awareness of life’s fragility and the lasting promise of God’s
kingdom, trusting that perseverance under difficulty is part of
faithful living. It teaches that the most important security is not in
what we see or build, but in trusting God through every chal-
lenge, knowing He will sustain us and reward our faithfulness.

God Bless, T, Gayan Thamel

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule

All Christmas Masses and the New Year Mass will be celebrated in
the Performance Hall at St Luke’s Catholic College.

Christmas Eve: 24th December — 7:00 pm & 11:30 pm
Christmas Day: 25th December — 8:00 am & 10:00 am
Weekend Masses: 27th & 28th December — usual times

New Year’s Day: 1st January — 9:30 am
Parish Office Christmas Closure—from the 24th

December afternoon, re-opens 5th January 2026.

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 8530 0173.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm - Temporary Office
in demountable building at western end of carpark within St Luke’s
Catholic College, Frontier Avenue entrance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm P,
Phone: (02) 9854 3100

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au

School Motto: "Live the Good News". ,

In a place where "Learning = Infinite Possibilities’, cS:h!T!" gﬁ;
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children fo become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.

7, St Lukes
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

Entrance Antiphon: Jeremiah 29:11,12,14 ~ The Lord said: | think thoughts
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and | will answer you,
and | will lead back your captives from every place.

First Reading - Malachi 3:19-2~ The day is coming now, burning like a
furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day
that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, leaving
them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, the sun of right-
eousness will shine out with healing in its rays.

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 97:5-9. R. see v.9

(R.) The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Second Reading - 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 ~ You know how you are sup-
posed to imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did
we ever have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; no, we
worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on
any of you. This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to
make ourselves an example for you to follow. We gave you a rule when we
were with you: not to let anyone have any food if he refused to do any work.
Now we hear that there are some of you who are living in idleness, doing
no work themselves but interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus
Christ, we order and call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and
earning the food that they eat.

Gospel Acclamation - Luke 21:28
~ Alleluia, alleluia! Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at
hand. Alleluia!

PARISH MASS TIMES:

Gospel - Luke 21:5-19 ~ When some were talking about the Temple, re-
marking how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings, Jesus
said, ‘All these things you are staring at now — the time will come when not
a single stone will be left on another: everything will be destroyed.” And they
put to him this question: ‘Master,” they said, ‘when will this happen, then,
and what sign will there be that this is about to take place?

‘Take care not to be deceived,” he said, ‘because many will come using my
name and saying, “l am he” and, “The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join
them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for
this is something that must happen but the end is not soon.” Then he said to
them, ‘Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines here and there; there will
be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. ‘But before all this happens,
men will seize you and persecute you; they will hand you over to the syna-
gogues and to imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors
because of my name — and that will be your opportunity to bear witness.
Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your defence, because |
myself shall give you an eloguence and a wisdom that none of your oppo-
nents will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by par-
ents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to
death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair
of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your lives.

Communion Antiphon - Psalm 72:28 ~ To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS:

MORNING TEA:

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space
55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park.

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirma-
tion, and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for
Adults. All enquiries please emalil:

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm YOUTH MINISTRY:
Sunday: 8.00am & 10.00am Tumr) o Erida
Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will
be celebrated every First Friday of

the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm

6.30pm to 8.30pm

Weekday Mass Times: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Wednesday 7.30am m m CHILDREN'S LITURGY:
Friday 6.30pm ] '

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sun-
day Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub.
Next Youth Program: 21st November.

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.
All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.
Recommencing in 2026.

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.

THIS WEEKEND ~ 15th & 16th November.

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you
would like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the
Parish Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Qur Lady of Fatima to
your home. Take the statue home after the
Sunday 10am Mass and return before Saturday
5.30pm Mass. Register your interest on the

or by appointment.

BAPTISMS:

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

MARRIAGES:

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6
months notice is required. All enquiries please
email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

PRAYER MINISTRY:

@

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school
term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please

1st weekend every 2nd month.
Next opportunity: December 2nd.
Whether you need guidance, support, or simp-
ly someone to pray with, feel free to come
forward after Mass and let us join you in pray-

St Lukes

CATHOLIC PARISH

roster on the information tables outside the
performance hub.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the
Parish Office. Next session: 20th November.
Looking for space to grow in faith, explore
Scripture, and walk with others in our parish
community? Come and join us! For more infor-
mation, email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

MARSDEN PARK
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARISH SURVEY — MASS TIMES ~ This weekend, we invite you

to share your preferences for Mass times. Since moving from the
Performance Hall to our new worship space three weeks ago,
attendance has grown, and space is becoming limited. We're con-
sidering adding an additional Mass to better accommodate every-
one. Please take a moment to let us know which times work best
for you. This can also be done electronically using the links below

https://forms.qgle/ZZ1R9JfmdWkkxGTaA /

MASS OVER FLOW ~ Due to ongoing school

works in the Hub, we are unable to use this space as the overflow
area for the 10am Sunday Mass. The overflow area will now be
moved to the theatre and the area near the parish office outside
the new church building. We still have around 20% seating ca-
pacity available at the Saturday 5.30pm Mass and about 50%
capacity at the Sunday 8am Mass. We encourage parishioners to
consider attending these Masses in the meantime. Thank you for
your understanding and cooperation as we continue to review our
Mass schedule following the Parish Mass Times Survey.

NOVEMBER MEMORIAL MASS ~ A special Memorial Mass will
be celebrated on Friday, 21 November at 6.300pm. You are wel-
come to bring a flower and place it at the altar before Mass in
remembrance of your loved one.

ADVENT ~ The Season of Advent will commence on the weekend
of 29/30 November, marking the commencement of the new litur-
gical year. Sunday Scriptures will be drawn from Year A, with
weekday readings following Cycle 2.

ADVENT PROGRAMME ~ As we prepare to celebrate the birthday
of our Saviour, we warmly invite you to join our Advent pro-
gramme. Each week, we will reflect on the Sunday Gospel and
share in a group discussion. When: Thursday, 27 November, 7pm
Where: Old Parish Office. Advent programme booklets will be
available from the piety stall next weekend for $10 each. All are
welcome!

VOLUNTEERS’ CHRISTMAS BBQ LUNCH

All parish volunteers are warmly invited to our Volunteers’ Christ-
mas BBQ Lunch on Sunday, 30 November, following the 10am
Mass. Join us as we come together to celebrate and give thanks
for your generous service to our parish community. Please RSVP
using the below link or contacting the Parish Office.

RSVP: https://shorturl.fm/tOvoH

LUKE 18 YOUTH GROUP ~ Our next Luke 18 Youth Group will be
on Friday, 21 November, starting with the 6:30 pm Mass in the
church, followed by the youth group in the Marketplace at St
Luke’s Catholic College.

ST LUKE'S CAROLS & RAFFLE DRAW 2025 ~ Jointly brought to
you by St Luke’s Catholic College & St Luke’s Catholic Parish.
Celebrate the spirit of Christmas with carols, community, and
exciting prizes! Buy your raffle tickets now for a chance to win
$2,000 and many more fantastic prizes! Online ticket link:
https://square.link/u/79Fm7TrS

A big thank you to our generous sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor: Luke Harrison — Ray White United

Silver Sponsors: Top Juice & Bendigo Bank

Other Sponsors: Cocoa Vanilla Cakes, Purple & White Delights,
Jim's Laundry Colebee, Biko ni Lolo, Quinn of Cakes and Cup-
cakes, Irierootsini Photography, and Sydney Lighting and Toys
Contact stlukesfundraisingteam@gmail.com for event sponsor-
ship details. All proceeds support Stage 2 building and opera-
tional costs — your contribution helps our community grow!
Friday, 5 December 2025 Don’t miss this joyful night of music,
prizes, and Christmas cheer!

WEEKEND FOOD STALL ~ Our Weekend Food Stall is on! Enjoy
delicious chicken, lamb, and pork dishes, plus irresistible des-
serts from Cocoa Vanilla Cakes, Purple & White Delights,
Deanne’s, and Sumreen’s Kitchens. After the 5.30pm Mass and
Sunday 10am Mass. It's your last chance for this year to support
our fundraiser for Stage 2 building and operational costs — so
come along, enjoy a great meal, and help a great cause!

G Praver ST pals tidin 0F  monstsamasit

o Shalom 24-hour Commercial-free, Catholic, Family Entertainment channel:

Stay tuned for presentation at the parish on

22-23rd November Weekend masses.

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:
Amor Matulac; Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.
Recently Deceased:

Marguerite Bru, Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia,
Grace Pinacate Roa, Francis Banta, Lawrence Monteiro

November is traditionally the month in which we remember our
deceased family members and friends. You are invited to write the
names of your loved ones in the book of remembrance.

During November only the names of recently deceased will be published
in the parish bulletin.

Mawy, Thery, Rest dm Peace

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DQ?

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~ Why do we ordain?
Like a husband and father, a priest in the Catholic Church is called to a
sacred, lifelong relationship of love; however instead of giving his love
exclusively to one woman and to one family unit, he is called to give his
love in a non-exclusive celibate manner to the community in his care.
Through the sacrament of holy orders, priests are called to empower the
gifts of the community into a workable whole. They live out their baptism
through a specific mission of leadership, service, prayer and teaching. In
the midst of the community, the priest stands as a sacred sign, a sacrament
of Christ, the Good Shepherd, who personally cares for his people. The
priest also stands as a witness to the Holy Spirit’s action in the Church. The
Spirit continually breathes life into the community and guides it to ever
new depths of unity and faith. © The story Source, 1993.
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STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ As shared by

our Pastoral Finance Committee Chair, Arvin Joya, our parish will soon
be facing financial challenges that require our collective support to over-
come. Your thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a
significant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sustaina-
ble surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, maintain
our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please prayerfully consider
setting up a recurring gift or increasing your weekly offering. Together,
we can build a stronger financial foundation for our parish’s future. For
more information on how to start planned giving, please contact the par-
ish office. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our shared
mission.

RETURN TO TWO-COLLECTION METHOD AT MASS ~ We are excited to
announce a change in our weekly collection method as we prepare to
celebrate Mass at our new church on the weekend of October 25-26,
2025. Moving forward, we will return to the traditional practice of two
separate collections during Mass. Currently, our single collection allo-
cates 70% to our Parish’s operational expenses and 30% to the Diocese
to support the living costs of our Clergy. With the new method, the first

collection will be dedicated entirely to the Diocese for the support of our
Clergy's living costs, and the second collection will be devoted to the
operational expenses of our Parish. This return to the traditional two-
collection method aligns with our commitment to transparently support
both our Parish community and the needs of our Clergy. We thank you
for your continued generosity and support as we transition into this new
chapter at our new church.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at

https://  www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH

You donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish
Reference: (Your name) gu.a
AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St Luke's collec-

tions by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds support the living costs of our
clergy and 70% goes to the operating costs of St Luke's.

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY
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L Parish Bulletin
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RED & BLUE I
Home Loan k|

Do you own a business or know

Community Bank

Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

N\ NEEDHUNGEL
040238937
BOOK AN '
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WITHUS
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B Bendigo Bank

someone who does? We are offering
the opportunity to advertise in our
parish bulletin. This is a wonderful
way to support our parish and con-
nect with the local community. If you're
interested or would like more infor-
mation, please contact the parish of-
fice. marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! Please under-

Connect With Us

readandbluehomeloan €
comau@®
info@redandbluehomeloan.com.au@

@ RED & BLUE
Home Loan

www.redandbluehomeloan.

stand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden Park cannot take responsibility if the service

provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations.

Kav Prasad

Sales Executive

0423046793
Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au

0
A LJHooker

YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER Our services.

IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION

hlpob.to

& W"’

* Tax Accounting

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Processing

* Individual & Company Tax
* SMSF Tax

* Trust & Partnership Tax

Getin touch.

* E:randy@hipolito.com.au
* M:0423 110580
*  www.hipolito.com.au

STA\VAA SR V.Y, ¢

THE SAVVY PEOPLE IN TAX

Registered Tax Agenit andi GRA

Call for appomtment
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-
gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au

GOLD DISABILITY  pacebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability
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