
 

23RD NOVEMBER 2025                                     OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE YEAR C  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

W E E K L Y B U L L E T I N 
 

Sunday Reflection…. 

The story at Calvary in Luke 23:35–43 shows us a very different 
kind of king. Jesus is on the cross, not on a throne, and people 
mock him, saying, “If you are the King, save yourself.” They think 
being a king means power, control, or escaping trouble. But one 
criminal sees the truth. He knows Jesus is innocent and turns to 
him, saying, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus answers, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Even in 
suffering, Jesus shows that true power is love, mercy, and for-
giveness. 
 
This passage reminds us that God’s way is very different from the 
world’s. We often think success comes from winning, being in 
control, or showing strength. Jesus shows us that real strength 
comes from loving, serving, and trusting God, even when life is 
hard. Like the repentant criminal, we are invited to turn to Jesus 
honestly with our struggles and trust that he cares for us. 
 
In our daily lives, following Jesus means choosing mercy over 
revenge, kindness over anger, and service over selfishness. It 
can be as simple as forgiving someone who hurt us, helping 
someone in need, or being patient with those who frustrate us. 
Small acts of love and mercy reflect the kingdom of Christ in our 
homes, workplaces, schools, and communities. They remind us 
that his power is not about controlling others but about restoring 
and healing hearts. 

 
On the Feast of Christ the King, we are reminded that Jesus’ 
kingdom is not built on power or status, but on love, mercy, and 
forgiveness. His kingdom is open to everyone who humbly trusts 
him. When we let Jesus guide our hearts, we experience true 
peace and hope. No matter our struggles, failures, or fears, we 
are remembered and loved by the true King, and his mercy gives 
us a place in his kingdom now and forever. 
 

God Bless, Fr, Gayan Thamel 
 

CONTACT US  

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel. 

Email:  gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea  

Phone: (02) 8530 0173. 

Mobile: 0422 724 160.  

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
 

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park  

Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW 

2765.  
 

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm - Temporary Office 

in demountable building at western end of carpark within St Luke’s 

Catholic College, Frontier Avenue entrance.   

 

OUR VISION 

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who 

engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of 

their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”  

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.  

College Principal: Kelly Bauer  

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park 

2765 NSW  

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm 

Phone: (02) 9854 3100 

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au  

School Motto: "Live the Good News".  

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities',  

staff and parents work in partnership to nurture  

faith-filled, curious children to become creative  

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.  

 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 

All Christmas Masses and the New Year Mass will be celebrated 

in the Performance Hall at St Luke’s Catholic College. 
 

Christmas Eve: 24th December – 7:00 pm & 11:30 pm 

Christmas Day: 25th December – 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Weekend Masses: 27th & 28th December – usual 

times 

New Year’s Day: 1st January – 9:30 am 
 

Parish Office Christmas Closure—from the 24th  

December afternoon, re-opens 5th January 2026.   



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Year C 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Revelation 5:12; 1:6 ~ How worthy is the Lamb who 

was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and 

honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and ever. 

First Reading -  2 Samuel 5:1-3 ~ All the tribes of Israel came to David 

at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days 

past when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their ex-

ploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who shall be shep-

herd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the 

elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a pact 

with them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed 

David king of Israel. 

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 121:1-5. R. see v.2 

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.   

Second Reading - Colossians 1:12-20 ~ We give thanks to the Father 

who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with them to 

inherit the light.  Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out 

of the power of darkness and created a place for us in the kingdom of 

the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness 

of our sins. He is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all 

creation, for in him were created all things in heaven and on earth: eve-

rything visible and ever thing invisible, Thrones, Dominations, Sover-

eignties, Powers – all things were created through him and for him. 

Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all things in unity. 

Now the Church is his body, he is its head. As he is the Beginning, he 

was first to be born from the dead, so that he should be first in every 

way; because God wanted all perfection to be found in him and all 

things to be reconciled through him and for him, everything in heaven 

and everything on earth, when he made peace by his death on the 

cross. 

Gospel Acclamation - Mark 11:9. 10 ~ Alleluia, alleluia!  Blessed is he 

who inherits the kingdom of David our Father; blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. Alleluia! 

Gospel - Luke 23:35-43 ~ The people stayed there before the cross 

watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ 

they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen 

One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to offer 

him vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ 

Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
 

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ 

he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the other spoke up and re-

buked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same 

sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we are paying for 

what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said, 

‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise 

you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’ 

Communion Antiphon  - Psalm 28:10-11 ~ The Lord sits as King for 

ever. The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

PARISH MASS TIMES:  

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space 

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. 

  

Weekday Mass Times: 

Wednesday 7.30am 

Friday 6.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am & 10.00am  

 

Healing Mass – the Anointing of the Sick will 

be celebrated every First Friday of  

the month during the 6.30pm Mass. 
 

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm  

or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact 

Parish office to register. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 

months notice is required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: 

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirma-

tion, and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for 

Adults. All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sun-

day Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).  

Currently postponed. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub. 

Next Youth Program: 19th December.  

6.30pm to 9.00pm  

For students in Year 4 to Year 12. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school 

term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY: 

1st weekend every 2nd month. 

Next opportunity: December 6th & 7th. 

Whether you need guidance, support, or simp-

ly someone to pray with, feel free to come 

forward after Mass and let us join you in pray-

er.  

 

MORNING TEA: 

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.   

Recommencing in 2026. 
 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL: 

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes  

towards the parish building fund.  

Recommencing in 2026. 
 

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS 

2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you 

would like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the 

Parish Office in advance, as spaces are limited. 
 

ROSARY BLOCK: 

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to 

your home. Take the statue home after the 

Sunday 10am Mass and return before Saturday 

5.30pm Mass. Register your interest on the 

roster on the information tables outside the 

performance hub.  
 

WALKING WITH CHRIST:  

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the 

Parish Office. Next session: 27th November 

with our Advent Reflection program. Looking 

for space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, 

and walk with others in our parish community? 

Come and join us! For more information, email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
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PARISH SURVEY – MASS TIMES ~ Thank you to all the families 

and individuals who participated in our Mass survey last week. 

We had 323 respondents. As a result of the survey it is clear that 

an additional Mass will be well attended elevating the capacity of 

our 10.00am by a least 30% to attend a Sunday Mass at 5.30pm. 

Based on these results we are planning to commence a Sunday 

5.30pm Mass from the 14th December. If you are able to serve at 

this Mass time we invite you to write your name on the sign up 

sheet on the welcome table.  
     

 

 

TEMPORARY PAUSE ON CHILDREN’S LITURGY ~ Children’s 

Liturgy will be paused for the time being while we work towards 

adding an additional Mass, which will free up a suitable space for 

the children to gather safely and comfortably. We appreciate your 

patience and support as we find a location close to the Church 

that keeps our children safe and is easy for families to access. We 

look forward to welcoming the children back to Children's Liturgy 

as soon as possible. 
 

ADVENT PROGRAMME ~ As we prepare to celebrate the birthday 

of our Saviour, we warmly invite you to join our Advent pro-

gramme. Each week, we will reflect on the Sunday Gospel and 

share in a group discussion. When: Thursday, 27 November, 7pm 

Where: Old Parish Office. Advent programme booklets will be 

available next week or at the first session for $10 each.  

All are welcome! 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR AGED CARE RESIDENTS ~ If you have 

any old Christmas cards, please bring them to the church or leave 

them at the parish office. The students from St Luke’s Catholic 

College will be using them to create new Christmas cards for the 

residents at Marsden Park Care Community. There are about 147 

residents, and this is a lovely way to share some Christmas cheer 

with them. 
 

VOLUNTEERS’ CHRISTMAS BBQ LUNCH 

All parish volunteers are warmly invited to our Volunteers’ Christ-

mas BBQ Lunch on Sunday, 30 November, following the 10am 

Mass. Join us as we come together to celebrate and give thanks 

for your generous service to our parish community. Please RSVP 

using the below link or contacting the Parish Office. 

RSVP: https://shorturl.fm/t0voH 
 

ST LUKE’S CAROLS & RAFFLE DRAW 2025 ~ Join us for St 

Luke’s Carols and Raffle Draw 2025! Brought to you by St Luke’s 

Catholic College and Parish. Buy your raffle tickets now for a 

chance to win $2,000 and many more prizes! A big thank you to 

our sponsors — Luke Harrison from Ray White United, Top 

Juice, Bendigo Bank, Cocoa Vanilla Cakes, Purple & White De-

lights, Jim’s Laundry Colebee, Biko ni Lolo, Quinn of Cakes and 

Cupcakes, Irierootsini Photography, and Sydney Lighting and 

Toys — for their generosity and support. All proceeds go towards 

our Stage 2 building and operational costs. Join us on Friday, 5 

December, for a joyful night of carols, prizes, and Christmas 

cheer! If you would like to volunteer as a marshal or seller, or 

assist us in the set-up, please send an email to  

stlukesfundraisingteam@gmail.com. 

 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL ~ Thank you to our amazing sponsors- 

Cocoa Vanilla Cakes, Purple and White Delights, Deanne’s and 

Sumreen’s Kitchen, fundraising volunteers & supporters! 

Together we raised over $800 last weekend!  

Thank you for your continued support of the Weekend Food Stall. 

All proceeds go towards our Stage 2 building funds & operational 

costs. See you again next year!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST 

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:  
Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus  

& Bernardo Quintana.  
Recently Deceased:  Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,  

Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa. 
 

November is traditionally the month in which we remember our        
deceased family members and friends. You are invited to write the 

names of your loved ones in the book of remembrance.  
During November only the names of recently deceased will be published 

in the parish bulletin.  
May They Rest In Peace  

   

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or  
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.  

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~  

Why do we anoint people?  
The practice of anointing with oil goes back to ancient times. In the Old 

Testament it was used in the consecration of priests and kings. The healing 

and fragrant properties of the oil made it an appropriate symbol of the 

strength of God and the sweetness of a virtuous life. The Christian Church 

adopted this ritual to indicate the imparting of the Holy Spirit. Today we 

anoint the sick and those in danger of death to invoke God’s healing and 

comforting presence. We also anoint people in the sacraments of baptism, 

confirmation and holy orders as a sign of their consecration to Christ 

through the transforming power of the Spirit.  
   © The Story Source, 1993.  

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?  

5th Dec 2025

Raffle Tickets 

available for 

 24-hour Commercial-free, Catholic, Family Entertainment channel: 

www.shalomworld.org  Stay tuned for presentation at the parish at      

this weekend masses.  

PARISH APPEAL NEXT WEEKEND 

https://shorturl.fm/t0voH
mailto:stlukesfundraisingteam@gmail.com?subject=Register%20of%20interest
http://www.shalomworld.org


We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us. Thank You!  Please under-

stand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden Park cannot take responsibility if the service 

provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY 

 

 At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with 

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you 

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.  

 

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive 

customized support that honors your individuality and 

fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.                

Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au                                                

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability 
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PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ As shared by 

our Pastoral Finance Committee Chair, Arvin Joya, our parish will soon 

be facing financial challenges that require our collective support to over-

come.  Your thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a 

significant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sustaina-

ble surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, maintain 

our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please prayerfully consider 

setting up a recurring gift or increasing your weekly offering. Together, 

we can build a stronger financial foundation for our parish’s future. For 

more information on how to start planned giving, please contact the par-

ish office. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our shared 

mission. 

RETURN TO TWO-COLLECTION METHOD AT MASS ~ We are excited to 

announce a change in our weekly collection method as we prepare to 

celebrate Mass at our new church on the weekend of October 25-26, 

2025. Moving forward, we will return to the traditional practice of two 

separate collections during Mass. Currently, our single collection allo-

cates 70% to our Parish’s operational expenses and 30% to the Diocese 

to support the living costs of our Clergy. With the new method, the first 

collection will be dedicated entirely to the Diocese for the support of our 

Clergy’s living costs, and the second collection will be devoted to the 

operational expenses of our Parish. This return to the traditional two-

collection method aligns with our commitment to transparently support 

both our Parish community and the needs of our Clergy. We thank you 

for your continued generosity and support as we transition into this new 

chapter at our new church.        

PARISH DONATIONS ~  Donations can be made using the bank 
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation 
portal through the CBA at                                         
https:// www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1                                    
You donations are greatly appreciated.  
SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950  Account:  100005720                                                      
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish                                                
Reference: (Your name)                     

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St Luke's collec-
tions by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds support the living costs of our 
clergy and 70% goes to the operating costs of St Luke's. 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

Advertise in our  
Parish Bulletin 

Do you own a business or know 

someone who does? We are offering 

the opportunity to advertise in our 

parish  bulletin. This is a wonderful 

way to support our parish and  con-

nect with the local community. If you’re 

interested or would like more infor-

mation, please contact the parish of-

fice. marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

