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Sunday Reflection. . ..

In today’s Gospel, we see John the Baptist, even while in prison,
sending his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who is to
come, or should we look for another?” John had proclaimed the
coming of the Messiah with confidence, but now, faced with suffer-
ing and uncertainty, he sought reassurance. Jesus’ response points
to a simple truth: the work of God is often seen in humble acts of
love, healing, and justice. He reminds us that the kingdom of God is
revealed in ordinary, yet profound ways—through the blind seeing,
the lame walking, the poor being heard, and the oppressed finding
freedom.

This passage challenges us during the season of Advent to reflect
on our own expectations of God. Advent is a time of waiting and
preparation, not just for Christmas, but for recognizing God’s pres-
ence in our daily lives. We often imagine God acting in spectacular
ways, but Jesus teaches us to notice the quiet, persistent ways God

works in the world. Healing, mercy, and kindness may not grab
headlines, but they reveal God’s kingdom here and now.

We can apply this message personally by asking: how attentive are
we to the small, yet meaningful ways God is at work around us? Are
we patient in waiting, like John, even when life feels uncertain or
difficult? Are we willing to participate in God’s work by comforting
the afflicted, helping the vulnerable, and living with compassion?

John’s question also reminds us that faith is not blind to struggles.
It is normal to experience doubt and fear, yet we are invited to turn
to Jesus for clarity and hope. Advent calls us to prepare our hearts,
not just for a celebration, but to recognize Christ in every act of love
and justice we witness or perform.

As we continue this Advent season, may we open our eyes to God’s
presence in small, everyday ways. Let us trust that even in uncer-
tainty, the kingdom is breaking into our lives, encouraging us to live
with hope, compassion, and readiness for the coming of Christ.

God Bless, Tr. Gayan Thamel

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule

All Christmas Masses and the New Year Mass will be celebrated
in the Performance Hall at St Luke’s Catholic College.

Christmas Eve: 24th December — 7:00 pm & 11:30 pm
Christmas Day: 25th December — 8:00 am & 10:00 am
Weekend Masses: 27th & 28th December — usual
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times i
New Year’s Day: 1st January — 9:30 am

Parish Office Christmas Closure—from the 24th

December afternoon, re-opens 5th January 2026.

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 8530 0173.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm ~ Located adjacent
to the school office enterance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm e~
Phone: (02) 9854 3100
Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au
School Motto: "Live the Good News".
St Luke’s

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities’, camotic college
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children to become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Third Sunday of Advent Year A

Entrance Antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5 ~ Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

First Reading - Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 ~ Let the wilderness and the dry-lands
exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like
the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is be-
stowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the
glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not
be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribu-
tion of God; he is coming to save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a
deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for those the Lord has
ransomed shall return. They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlast-
ing joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sorrow
and lament be ended.

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4
(R.) Lord, come and save us.

Second Reading - James 5:7-10 ~ Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s
coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit
of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You
too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will
be soon. Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST

seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation - Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18)
~ Alleluia, alleluial The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to
bring Good News to the poor. Alleluial

Gospel - Matthew 11:2-11

~ John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to
wait for someone else? Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what
you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does
not lose faith in me.” As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to
talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to
see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes
are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of
whom scripture says: Look, | am going to send my messenger before
you; he will prepare your way before you. | tell you solemnly, of all the
children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

Communion Antiphon - Cf Isaiah 35:4
~ Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God
will come, and he will save us.

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:
Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu;
Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.
Recently Deceased: Carmello Pilato, Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,
Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa.

Many Then, Rest dm Peace

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~

Why do we use incense? ~ Incense is a symbol of
our prayers ascending to God. It also symbolizes purifica-
tion, honor and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Based on
Old Testament tradition, the use of incense in the Christian liturgy
dates back to the fourth century in the east, later spreading to the west.
The word ‘incense’ comes from the Latin ‘incensum’ (literally: some-

thing burned) and from ‘incendere’ (to kindle).
© The Story Source, 1993.

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ Your
thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a sig-
nificant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sus-
tainable surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries,
maintain our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please
prayerfully consider setting up a recurring gift or increasing your
weekly offering. Together, we can build a stronger financial foun-
dation for our parish’s future. For more information on how to
start planned giving, please contact the parish office. Thank you
for your generosity and commitment to our shared mission.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

You donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish

Reference: (Your name)

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds sup-
port the living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating
costs of St Luke's.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WELCOME FR CHINONYE TO OUR PARISH ~ We warmly wel-

come Fr Chukwunonyerem Akamadu (Fr Chinonye) to our parish
community. He will celebrate Mass this weekend: Saturday at
5:30pm and Sunday at 5:30pm. We look forward to his presence
and ministry among us.

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE ~ Kiran Mariam Perez and Natalie Sook
Mei Eneliko have been journeying through the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults. This weekend they were received into the Rite
of Acceptance and enrolled as catechumens, marking their formal
entry into the Church’s path of preparation for the sacraments.
Please keep them, their families, and our OCIA team in your pray-
ers as they continue their faith journey toward full initiation at the
Easter liturgies next year.

WALKING WITH CHRIST BIBLE STUDY GROUP ~ We will be
taking a break for the month of January. We will resume our fort-
nightly sessions on Thursday, 5 February. Thank you for your
participation, and we look forward to coming together again to
continue our journey of faith and reflection on God’s Word.

RETURN OF CHURCH BUILDING FUNDRAISING TINS ~ A gentle
reminder to return your Church Building Fundraising tins, given
out during the Blessing and Opening of the parish building, with
any contributions you have made. You may bring them to the
parish office or give them to one of the ministers after Mass.
Thank you to those who have already returned theirs.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR AGED CARE RESIDENTS ~ If you have
any old Christmas cards, please bring them to the church or leave
them at the parish office. The students from St Luke’s Catholic
College will be using them to create new Christmas cards for the
residents at Marsden Park Care Community. There are about 147
residents, and this is a lovely way to share some Christmas cheer
with them.

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS — VISIT TO OUR PARISH ~ The Vati-
can’s Migrant Jubilee Cross is coming to Australia and will visit
our parish on Friday, 9 January 2026. The cross contains the
relics of the Holy Family and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.

The Tongan Chaplaincy will host this special event, and we will
celebrate Mass at 6:30pm. All are warmly invited to participate in
this special occasion. Afterwards, the cross will continue its jour-
ney to St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta, where it will remain on
Saturday, 10 January, and Sunday, 11 January 2026.

PACIFIC YOUTH CHOIR ~ If you are interested in joining the
newly formed Pacific Youth Choir we would love to have you. For
more information please contact Jerome on 0404 584 046.

LUKE-18 WATER FIGHT ~ Our Parish Youth Group will be host-
ing a “Water Fight” on Friday, 19 December 2025 from 6.00pm to
8.30pm. Please see the back page of the bulletin for more infor-
mation.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

PARISH MASS TIMES:

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space
55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park.

Weekday Mass Times:

Wednesday 7.30am

Friday 6.30pm m . m
Sunday Mass Times:

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.

Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will be

celebrated every First Friday of
the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm
or by appointment.

BAPTISMS:
Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

MARRIAGES:

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months
notice is required. All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS:

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,
and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.
All'enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

CHILDREN'S LITURGY:
During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday
Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).

YOUTH MINISTRY:

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub.
Next Youth Program: 19th December.

6.30pm to 9.00pm

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.
All'enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school
term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please
email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

PRAYER MINISTRY:

1st weekend every 2nd month.
Next opportunity: 6th & 7th February 20¢8
Whether you need guidance, support, 0
someone to pray with, feel free to come forward
after Mass and let us join you in prayer.

MORNING TEA:
Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.
Recommencing in 2026.

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.
Recommencing in 2026.

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would
like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish
Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your
home. Take the statue home after the Sunday
10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm
Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the
information tables outside the performance hub.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish
Office. Next session: 18th December with our
Advent Reflection program. Looking for space to
grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk with
others in our parish community? Come and join
us! For more information, email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org




St Luke’s Catholic Parish - Parish Bulletin | Page 4

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY

Advertise in our )
We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us.
Parish Bulletin Please understand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden
Do you own a business or know someone who Park cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an
does? We are offering the opportunity to advertise in advertiser does not meet expectations.

our parish bulletin. This is a wonderful way to support
our parish and connect with the local community. If

you're interested or would like more information, please 7W %'

contact the parish office.

RED & BLUE
Home Loan

Friday, 19 December 2025
6 pm - 8:30 pm
All participants must bring their own water

guns and plastic cups.
Strictly NO water balloons allowed.

@ NEE DHUNGEL

0402389371

Important Information — Please Read
Every participant must submit a signed permission form by
12PM on Thursday, 17 December.

Connect With Us One permission form per participant (no sharing).
RED & BLUE Permission forms will be available after the Saturday and Sunday
Homgé Loan D e O Masses or you can request one by emailing

www.redandbluehomeloan.com.au @

saintlukesyg@gmail.com.
A\ No permission notes will be accepted on the day and no
walk-ins will be allowed.

RayWhite

UNITED GROUP

info@redandbluehomeloan.com.au@®

Community Bank

Galston & District

Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

B Bendigo Bank

Buir ouek of Cloite:

P 02 9623 4033

W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com
Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six

Kav Prasad

Sales Executive YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER Our services.
IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION N )

0423046793 e Tax Accou.nung

Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762 * Bookkeeping

o e * Payroll Processing
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au « Individual & Company Tax
* SMSF Tax
* Trust & Partnership Tax

Getin touch.

0 g & Triofin Gerviver s
A LJHooker

* www.hipolito.com.au

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with
diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

SAVVY TAX achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

E S BEGEILE gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability

Call for appc.:)mtment ,
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180 GOLD DISABILITY
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