
 

28TH DECEMBER 2025                                      THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH YEAR A  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

W E E K L Y B U L L E T I N 
 

Sunday Reflection…. 

Today we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. As 
we do so, our Gospel invites us to consider Joseph's protection of 
Jesus in the face of danger. Just as in the announcement of Jesus' 
birth, an angel appears to Joseph in a dream. The angel warns him 
of Herod's plans to harm Jesus. Joseph follows the command of the 
angel and takes Joseph and Mary to Egypt, returning only after re-
ceiving word in another dream that it was safe to do so. 
This feast is part of the Christmas season, so we should look at 
today's Gospel in the context of what Scripture tells us about Jesus' 
birth. Today's reading is found in the Gospel of Matthew, following 
the story of the visit of the Magi. Recall that Matthew's story about 
the birth of Jesus makes Joseph the primary character. Among Mat-
thew's themes in this infancy narrative is Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament prophecies about the messiah. Indeed, the story 
of the Holy Family's flight to Egypt recalls the story of Moses in the 
Book of Exodus. 
 
It should also be noted that today's reading omits the verses that 
recount Herod's order of the massacre of the infant boys in and 
around Bethlehem. We mark this event on the Feast of the Holy 
Innocents on December 28. 
 
These events remind us of the difficult reality of Jesus' birth. While 
the story of the Magi's visit will be recalled in our liturgy on the 
Feast of the Epiphany, our Christmas celebration is made more 
sober by the recollection that not everyone received Christ's birth 
with joy or obedience. Herod's jealousy and malice contrast with 

Joseph's obedience to the words of the angel. The Holy Family's 
escape to Egypt and the massacre that Jesus is saved from remind 
us of the struggles and sacrifices that are required as preparation for 
God's salvation. © 2025 Loyola Press. All rights reserved.  

Family Connection  
 
Gather together as a family to work on a common project. You 
might prepare a meal together, prepare a special dessert, or per-
haps do a craft together. When you finish, talk about how each fami-
ly member contributed to the common project. Remind one another 
that each member of the family contributes to the good of the whole 
family.  
 
Recall that Jesus was also part of a family and that this Sunday we 
celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Read togeth-
er today's Gospel, Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23. Pray together that your 
family will continue to protect and care for one another as Mary and 
Joseph protected and cared for Jesus. © 2025 Loyola Press. All rights reserved.  

CONTACT US  

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel. 

Email:  gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea  

Phone: (02) 8530 0173. 

Mobile: 0422 724 160.  

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
 

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park  

Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW 

2765.  
 

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm  ~ Located adjacent 

to the school office enterance. 

 

OUR VISION 

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who 

engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of 

their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”  

 

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.  

College Principal: Kelly Bauer  

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park 

2765 NSW  

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm 

Phone: (02) 9854 3100 

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au  

School Motto: "Live the Good News".  

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities',  

staff and parents work in partnership to nurture  

faith-filled, curious children to become creative  

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.  

 

New Year’s Mass Schedule 

The New Year Mass will be celebrated in the Performance Hall at 

St Luke’s Catholic College. 
 

New Year’s Day: 1st January – 9:30 am 
 

Parish Office Christmas Closure—from the 24th  

December afternoon, re-opens 5th January 2026.   



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year A  

Entrance Antiphon:  Luke 2:16 ~  The shepherds went in haste, and found 

Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.  

First Reading -  Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14~ The Lord honours the father in his 

children, and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. Whoever re-

spects his father is atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is like 

someone amassing a fortune. Whoever respects his father will be happy 

with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he prays. Long 

life comes to him who honours his father, he who sets his mother at ease is 

showing obedience to the Lord. My son, support your father in his old age, 

do not grieve him during his life. Even if his mind should fail, show him 

sympathy, do not despise him in your health and strength; for kindness to a 

father shall not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins.  

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 

Second Reading - Colossians 3:12-21~ You are God’s chosen race, his 

saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in 

kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; 

forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; 

now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together 

and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your 

hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one 

body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find 

a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. 

With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to 

God; and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, give way to your hus-

bands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them 

with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that 

is what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children to resent-

ment or you will make them feel frustrated. 

Gospel Acclamation - Colossians 3:15. 16 ~ Alleluia, alleluia!   May the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his message live 

within you.  Alleluia! 

Gospel - Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 ~ After the wise men had left, the angel of 

the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child 

and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell 

you, because Herod intends to search for the child and do away with him. ’ 

So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that 

night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil 

what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: I called my son out of 

Egypt. After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you 

and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are 

dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went 

back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded 

his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being 

warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in a 

town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the prophets 

were to be fulfilled: He will be called a Nazarene. 

Communion Antiphon  - Baruch 3:38 ~Our God has appeared on the earth, 

and lived among us. 

Liturgy of the Word 
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COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST 

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:  
Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu;  

Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.  
Recently Deceased: Terezinha da Silva Rojanski Carmello Pilato,  

Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,  
Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa. 

Death Anniversary: Madeline Ivy Ma-Ambong 

May They Rest In Peace  
   

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or  
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.  

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?  

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~ Why candles?  
~ Ever been to Carols by Candlelight? If so, you will agree that there is 

something about the glow of candle flames on a dark night that evokes 

feelings of warmth, hope and festivity. No wonder, then, that Christians 

use candles as a symbol of the life and enlightenment that comes from 

God. The practice of using candles in the Christian liturgy is based on 

early Christian traditions of lighting candles in pre-dawn services, in 

the catacombs and on the graves of Christian martyrs. Next time you 

light a candle, pause to consider how you can bear the light of Christ 

to our troubled world.  © The Story Source, 1993.  

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~  Your 

thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a sig-

nificant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sus-

tainable surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, 

maintain our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please 

prayerfully consider setting up a recurring gift or increasing your 

weekly offering. Together, we can build a stronger financial foun-

dation for our parish’s future. For more information on how to 

start planned giving, please contact the parish office. Thank you 

for your generosity and commitment to our shared mission. 

PARISH DONATIONS ~  Donations can be made using the bank 
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation 
portal through the CBA at                                         
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1                                     

You donations are greatly appreciated.  
SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950  Account:  100005720                                                      
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish                                                
Reference: (Your name)                     

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St 
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds sup-
port the living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating 
costs of St Luke's. 

 

 

   

 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org?subject=Mass%20Intention
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
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THANK YOU ~ To everyone who helped celebrate Christmas in 

our parish. Our heartfelt thanks go to all our volunteers and eve-

ryone who contributed in so many ways — especially those who 

prepared the Christmas decorations and flowers in the Perfor-

mance Hall, assisted with logistics, prepared the liturgies, provid-

ed music, welcomed parishioners and visitors, supported various 

ministries, and prepared the children for the Nativity play. Your 

generosity of time and talent helped make our Christmas celebra-

tions prayerful and joyful. Thank you for all that you do for our 

parish community. 

 

SEMINARIAN MACKY AMORES ~ We sincerely thank Macky 

Amores, our seminarian, for his dedicated time and support dur-

ing his stay in the parish. His pastoral placement concluded at 

Christmas. Please keep him in your prayers as he continues his 

journey of priestly formation and moves closer to ordination.  

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE 

The parish office will be closed from 24 De-

cember to 5 January 2026. For urgent mat-

ters, please call the parish number(02- 8530 

0173) and follow the voice message instruc-

tions to contact Fr Gayan. 

 

 

PIETY STALL – 2026 RESOURCES AVAILABLE ~ A range of 2026 

spiritual resources is now available from the Piety Stall, including 

the Daily Mass Book, Break Open the Word, and God’s Word Dai-

ly Reflections . These are excellent resources to support daily 

prayer, reflection, and a deeper engagement with the Scriptures 

throughout the year. 

 

WALKING WITH CHRIST BIBLE STUDY GROUP ~ We will be 

taking a break for the month of January. We will resume our fort-

nightly sessions on Thursday, 5 February. Thank you for your 

participation, and we look forward to coming together again to 

continue our journey of faith and reflection on God’s Word. 

 

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS – VISIT TO OUR PARISH ~ The Vati-

can’s Migrant Jubilee Cross is coming to Australia 

and will visit our parish on Friday, 9 January 

2026. The cross contains the relics of the Holy 

Family and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. The 

Tongan Chaplaincy will host this special event, 

and we will celebrate Mass at 6:30pm. All are warmly invited to 

participate in this special occasion.  Afterwards, the cross will 

continue its journey to St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, where it 

will remain on Saturday, 10 January, and Sunday, 11 January 

2026. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

PARISH MASS TIMES:  

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space 

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 

Wednesday 7.30am 

Friday 6.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.  
 

Healing Mass – the Anointing of the Sick will be 

celebrated every First Friday of  

the month during the 6.30pm Mass. 

 

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm in  

the parish office or by  

appointment. 

 

BAPTISMS: 

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact 

Parish office to register. 

 

MARRIAGES: 

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months 

notice is required. All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: 

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, 

and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday 

Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub. 

Next Youth Program: 13th February 2026  

For students in Year 4 to Year 12. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school 

term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY: 

1st weekend every 2nd month. 

Next opportunity: 6th & 7th February 2026. 

Whether you need guidance, support, or simply 

someone to pray with, feel free to come forward 

after Mass and let us join you in prayer.  

 

 

MORNING TEA: 

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.   

Recommencing in 2026. 

 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL: 

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes  

towards the parish building fund.  

Recommencing in 2026. 

 

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS 

2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would 

like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish 

Office in advance, as spaces are limited. 

 

ROSARY BLOCK: 

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your 

home. Take the statue home after the Sunday 

10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm 

Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the 

information tables outside the performance hub.  

 

WALKING WITH CHRIST:  

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish 

Office. Next session: 5th February. Looking for 

space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk 

with others in our parish community? Come and 

join us! For more information, email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 



 

We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us.  

Please understand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden 

Park cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an 

advertiser does not meet expectations. 
 

Thank You! 

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY 

 

 At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with 

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you 

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.  

 

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive 

customized support that honors your individuality and 

fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.                

Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au                                                

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability 
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STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

Advertise in our  

Parish Bulletin 

Do you own a business or know some-

one who does? We are offering the op-

portunity to advertise in our parish  bul-

letin. This is a wonderful way to support 

our parish and  connect with the local 

community. If you’re interested or would 

like more information, please contact 

the parish office. 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

 

P 02 9623 4033    
W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com 

Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six 

 

tel:0296234033
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=o287o4p3TtY268cDKC-bxg&r=Dl7CDwIK4pXCNhwqICJwd2xlC-iHNdMyIngD9dcElXrYH1Hbn3Fmzh33BbMKi7Pe&m=o2xyifdzmKIlUViRPcFFSudjZG3MxKgOqkyd5dPAQqjmP63nEnwATlldvbhmNUh2&s=G6kL7F0n

