
 

7TH DECEMBER 2025                                                                    SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

W E E K L Y B U L L E T I N 
 

Sunday Reflection…. 

In today’s reading from Matthew 3:1-12, we meet John the Bap-
tist, a man sent to prepare the way for the Lord. He lived simply 
and spoke boldly, calling people to repent and turn their hearts 
to God. His message is clear: God is coming, and we need to be 
ready. Repentance is not just saying sorry for mistakes—it 
means changing the way we live and letting go of things that 
keep us from God. It means looking honestly at our lives and 
asking what holds us back from fully embracing God’s love and 
purpose. 
 

Advent is a time to get ready for Jesus. John tells the crowds to 
"produce fruit in keeping with repentance," which means our 
actions should show that we are turning toward God. We are 
called to examine our habits, attitudes, and distractions, and ask 
if they help or get in the way of truly knowing God. The baptism 
John speaks about shows that this change is not only inside our 
hearts but also visible in how we live and treat others. True re-
pentance produces real change in our relationships, choices, and 
priorities. 
 

Life today is busy, and it’s easy to overlook Advent. But this sea-
son invites us to pause and reflect on God’s kingdom. The warn-
ing about the axe at the root of the trees reminds us that the time 
to make changes is now—we cannot wait forever. Advent chal-
lenges us to face our shortcomings with honesty and courage, 
knowing that God is ready to help us grow and be renewed. 
 

During Advent, we are called to step out of our routines and let 
God work in our hearts. It’s a time to grow in humility, purpose, 
and readiness. By listening to John’s call, we open ourselves to 
the hope, joy, and peace that Jesus brings. His coming reshapes 
our lives, giving us a chance to live more fully and to care more 
deeply for those around us. As we prepare for Christmas, let us 
allow God to transform us, so we can welcome Him not just with 
words, but with lives that reflect His love and goodness. 

 

God Bless, Fr, Gayan Thamel 
 

CONTACT US  

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel. 

Email:  gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea  

Phone: (02) 8530 0173. 

Mobile: 0422 724 160.  

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
 

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park  

Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW 

2765.  
 

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm  ~ Located adjacent 

to the school office enterance. 

 

OUR VISION 

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who 

engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of 

their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”  

 

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.  

College Principal: Kelly Bauer  

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park 

2765 NSW  

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm 

Phone: (02) 9854 3100 

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au  

School Motto: "Live the Good News".  

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities',  

staff and parents work in partnership to nurture  

faith-filled, curious children to become creative  

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.  

 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 

All Christmas Masses and the New Year Mass will be celebrated 

in the Performance Hall at St Luke’s Catholic College. 
 

Christmas Eve: 24th December – 7:00 pm & 11:30 pm 

Christmas Day: 25th December – 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Weekend Masses: 27th & 28th December – usual 

times 

New Year’s Day: 1st January – 9:30 am 
 

Parish Office Christmas Closure—from the 24th  

December afternoon, re-opens 5th January 2026.   



Second Sunday of Advent Year A 
Entrance Antiphon:  Cf Isaiah 30:19,30 ~  O people of Sion, behold,  

the Lord will come to save the nations,  and the Lord will make the glory 

of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

First Reading -  Isaiah 11:1-10  ~ A shoot springs from the stock of 

Jesse,  a scion thrusts from his roots:  on him the spirit of the Lord 

rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power,  a 

spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  (The fear of the Lord is 

his breath.)  He does not judge by appearances,  he gives no verdict on 

hearsay,  but judges the wretched with integrity,  and with equity gives a 

verdict for the poor of the land.  His word is a rod that strikes the ruth-

less,  his sentences bring death to the wicked.  Integrity is the loincloth 

round his waist,  faithfulness the belt about his hips.  The wolf lives with 

the lamb,  the panther lies down with the kid,  calf and lion cub feed 

together with a little boy to lead them.  The cow and the bear make 

friends,  their young lie down together. The lion eats straw like the ox.  

The infant plays over the cobra's hole;  into the viper's lair  the young 

child puts his hand.  They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy moun-

tain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the wa-

ters swell the sea.  That day, the root of Jesse  shall stand as a signal to 

the peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be 

glorious.  

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7  

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

Second Reading - Romans 15:4-9 ~ Everything that was written long 

ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from 

the examples scripture gives of how people who did not give up were 

helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, 

help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the example of 

Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It can only be to God’s glory, 

then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treat-

ed you. The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was 

not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the 

patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his 

mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you among 

the pagans and sing your name  

Gospel Acclamation - Luke 3:4. 6 ~ Alleluia, alleluia!  Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of 

God. Alleluia! 

Gospel - Matthew 3:1-12  ~ In due course John the Baptist appeared; 

he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 

the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:  A voice cries in the wilder-

ness:  Prepare a way for the Lord,  make his paths straight.  This man 

John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 

Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they 

were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But 

when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism 

he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retri-

bution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate 

fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 

father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from 

these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that 

any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 

on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who fol-

lows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his san-

dals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan 

is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into 

the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’  

Communion Antiphon  - Baruch 5:5; 4:36 ~ Jerusalem, arise and stand 

upon the heights, and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

Liturgy of the Word 
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Condolences from  

our parish community... 
 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to 

Tony Pilato on the passing of his father, Carmello Pilato. May he 

rest in peace, and may God grant comfort and strength to Tony 

and his family during this time of loss. 

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST 

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:  
Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus  

& Bernardo Quintana.  
Recently Deceased:  Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,  

Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa. 
 

November is traditionally the month in which we remember our        
deceased family members and friends. You are invited to write the 

names of your loved ones in the book of remembrance.  
During November only the names of recently deceased will be published 

in the parish bulletin.  
 

May They Rest In Peace  
   

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or  
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.  

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?  

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~  

The Parish 
If a hallmark of the Church is its love and unity, how does this happen 

in practice? How can millions of Catholics all over the world love one 

another?! Part of the answer is that the universal Church is comprised 

of many small cells of community. Individual members experience love 

and unity at a local level. One way this happens is through the parish. 

The word ‘parish’ comes from the Greek word ‘paroukia’ (district) 

which, in the early Church referred to a section of the Christian popula-

tion under the leadership of the bishop; that is, the equivalent of the 

modern diocese. From the late 14th century, however, it applied to 

subdivisions of the diocese.  © The Story Source, 1993.  

mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org?subject=Mass%20Intention
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WELCOME FR CHINONYE TO OUR PARISH ~ We warmly wel-

come Fr Chukwunonyerem Akamadu (Fr Chinonye) to our parish 

community. He will celebrate Mass on a rostered basis, sharing 

the weekend Masses in rotation with Fr Gayan. His first Masses in 

the parish will be the 5.30pm on Sat 13 December and 5.30pm 

on Sunday 14 December. We look forward to his presence and 

ministry among us. 

ST LUKE’S CHRISTMAS CAROLS ~ A heartfelt thank you to eve-

ryone who made St Luke’s Christmas Carols a wonderful celebra-

tion! We appreciate all those who helped with the setup, cleanup, 

and overall organization, the parish fundraising, hospitality, and 

logistics teams, the Luke 18 Youth Group, school staff, the stu-

dents who performed, and many other parish volunteers. Your 

dedication and joyful spirit made the event truly special for our 

community. 

RETURN OF CHURCH BUILDING FUNDRAISING TINS ~ A gentle 

reminder to return your Church Building Fundraising tins, given 

out during the Blessing and Opening of the parish building, with 

any contributions you have made. You may bring them to the 

parish office or give them to one of the ministers after Mass. 

Thank you to those who have already returned theirs. 

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK AVAILABLE NOW ~ The latest Catholic 

Outlook magazine from the Diocese is now available. Please take 

a free copy. It includes an article on the blessing and opening of 

our new parish building. 

TEMPORARY PAUSE ON CHILDREN’S LITURGY ~ Children’s 

Liturgy will be paused for the time being while we work towards 

adding an additional Mass, which will free up a suitable space for 

the children to gather safely and comfortably. We appreciate your 

patience and support as we find a location close to the Church 

that keeps our children safe and is easy for families to access. We 

look forward to welcoming the children back to Children's Liturgy 

as soon as possible. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR AGED CARE RESIDENTS ~ If you have 

any old Christmas cards, please bring them to the church or leave 

them at the parish office. The students from St Luke’s Catholic 

College will be using them to create new Christmas cards for the 

residents at Marsden Park Care Community. There are about 147 

residents, and this is a lovely way to share some Christmas cheer 

with them. 

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS – VISIT TO OUR PARISH ~ The Vati-

can’s Migrant Jubilee Cross is coming to Australia and will visit 

our parish on Friday, 9 January 2026. The cross contains the 

relics of the Holy Family and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 

The Tongan Chaplaincy will host this special event, and we will 

celebrate Mass at 6:30pm. All are warmly invited to participate in 

this special occasion.  Afterwards, the cross will continue its jour-

ney to St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, where it will remain on 

Saturday, 10 January, and Sunday, 11 January 2026. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

PARISH MASS TIMES:  

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space 

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 

Wednesday 7.30am 

Friday 6.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am & 10.00am  
 

Healing Mass – the Anointing of the Sick will be 

celebrated every First Friday of  

the month during the 6.30pm Mass. 

 

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm  

or by appointment. 

 

BAPTISMS: 

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact 

Parish office to register. 

 

MARRIAGES: 

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months 

notice is required. All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: 

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, 

and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday 

Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).  

Currently postponed. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Every 2nd Friday. 7pm in the St Luke’s Hub. 

Next Youth Program: 19th December.  

6.30pm to 9.00pm  

For students in Year 4 to Year 12. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school 

term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY: 

1st weekend every 2nd month. 

Next opportunity: 6th & 7th February 2026. 

Whether you need guidance, support, or simply 

someone to pray with, feel free to come forward 

after Mass and let us join you in prayer.  

MORNING TEA: 

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.   

Recommencing in 2026. 

 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL: 

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes  

towards the parish building fund.  

Recommencing in 2026. 

 

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS 

2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would 

like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish 

Office in advance, as spaces are limited. 

 

ROSARY BLOCK: 

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your 

home. Take the statue home after the Sunday 

10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm 

Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the 

information tables outside the performance hub.  

 

WALKING WITH CHRIST:  

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish 

Office. Next session: 4th December with our Ad-

vent Reflection program. Looking for space to 

grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk with 

others in our parish community? Come and join 

us! For more information, email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

5th Dec 2025

Raffle Tickets 

available for 



We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us. Thank You!  Please under-

stand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden Park cannot take responsibility if the service 

provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY 

 

 At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with 

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you 

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.  

 

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive 

customized support that honors your individuality and 

fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.                

Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au                                                

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability 
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PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ As shared by 

our Pastoral Finance Committee Chair, Arvin Joya, our parish will soon 

be facing financial challenges that require our collective support to over-

come.  Your thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a 

significant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sustaina-

ble surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, maintain 

our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please prayerfully consider 

setting up a recurring gift or increasing your weekly offering. Together, 

we can build a stronger financial foundation for our parish’s future. For 

more information on how to start planned giving, please contact the par-

ish office. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our shared 

mission. 

RETURN TO TWO-COLLECTION METHOD AT MASS ~ We are excited to 

announce a change in our weekly collection method as we prepare to 

celebrate Mass at our new church on the weekend of October 25-26, 

2025. Moving forward, we will return to the traditional practice of two 

separate collections during Mass. Currently, our single collection allo-

cates 70% to our Parish’s operational expenses and 30% to the Diocese 

to support the living costs of our Clergy. With the new method, the first 

collection will be dedicated entirely to the Diocese for the support of our 

Clergy’s living costs, and the second collection will be devoted to the 

operational expenses of our Parish. This return to the traditional two-

collection method aligns with our commitment to transparently support 

both our Parish community and the needs of our Clergy. We thank you 

for your continued generosity and support as we transition into this new 

chapter at our new church.        

PARISH DONATIONS ~  Donations can be made using the bank 
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation 
portal through the CBA at                                         
https:// www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1                                    
You donations are greatly appreciated.  
SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950  Account:  100005720                                                      
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish                                                
Reference: (Your name)                     

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St Luke's collec-
tions by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds support the living costs of our 
clergy and 70% goes to the operating costs of St Luke's. 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

Advertise in our  
Parish Bulletin 

Do you own a business or know 

someone who does? We are offering 

the opportunity to advertise in our 

parish  bulletin. This is a wonderful 

way to support our parish and  con-

nect with the local community. If you’re 

interested or would like more infor-

mation, please contact the parish of-

fice. marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

