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This Sunday we break from our reading of Matthew’s Gospel (the
primary Gospel for our current liturgical cycle, Cycle A) to read
from John’s Gospel. We heard Matthew’s account of Jesus’ bap-
tism last Sunday, on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today,
we hear John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus as found in
John's Gospel. John’s Gospel differs from the other Gospels
because John does not describe Jesus’ baptism by John the
Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist announces that he knows that
Jesus is the Son of God. In today's reading, John the Baptist
sees Jesus approaching and cries out, giving witness about who
Jesus is. In John’s testimony he says that he saw the Spirit de-
scend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the Baptist knew that Jesus
was the one who is to come after him. John the Baptist uses two
titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John calls Jesus the “Lamb
of God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, John the
Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem sinful hu-
manity. John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly distin-
guishes John's baptism from the Baptism that Jesus will inaugu-
rate. John baptizes with water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy
Spirit. John also puts his practice of baptism in the context of
Jesus’ ministry. The purpose of John’s baptism was to make
Jesus known to Israel. John the Baptist's sense of purpose is
clearly identified in this reading: he baptized in order to prepare
for and make known the ministry of the One who was to follow.
John's witness is an excellent example of what it means to be a

disciple. By our Baptism, we are called to make Jesus known to

all the world by our words and by the witness of our lives..
© 2026 Loyola Press. All rights reserved.

The ministry of John the Baptist prepared
for and pointed to the ministry of Jesus. In a
similar way, our lives are to offer testimony
to who we know Jesus to be for us and for
the world. Jesus is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. How does
the witness of our lives give testimony to
the reconciling presence of Christ? As a
family, identify as many titles for Jesus as
possible, such as Lamb of God, Son of God, Prince of Peace,
and so on. Talk together about what these different titles mean
and what they tell you about Jesus. Then read together today’s
Gospel, John 1:29-34. Consider how John the Baptist gives tes-
timony to who Jesus is. Talk about what people might come to
know about Jesus by observing your family life. Pray together
that your family life will show others that Jesus is the Son of
God, the lamb who takes away the sins of the world. Pray the
Lord’s Prayer. © 2026 Loyola Press. Al rights reserved.

AUSTRALIA DAY MASS

church on Monday, 26 January. All welcome to attend. i s

Australia Day Mass will be celebrated at 9am in the

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 8530 0173.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm ~ Located adjacent
to the school office entrance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm e~
Phone: (02) 9854 3100

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au

School Motto: "Live the Good News". ,

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities’, csafm';t' c’iﬁ;
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children to become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.

7, St Luke's
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

Entrance Antiphon: Psalm 65:4 ~ All the earth shall bow down
before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your
name, O Most High .

First Reading - Isaiah 49:3. 5-6 ~ The Lord said to me, You
are my servant, Israel, in whom | shall be glorified’; | was hon-
oured in the eyes of the Lord, my God was my strength. And
now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in the womb to
be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather Israel to
him: ‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the
tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; | will
make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth.’

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. w.8. 9.
(R.) Here I am, Lord; | come to do your will.

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 ~ I, Paul, appointed by
God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send
greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to the holy people
of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place among all
the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:

Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu;
Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.

Recently Deceased: Paolo Carrer ; Josie Mateo;
Terezinha da Silva Rojanski Carmello Pilato,
Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,

Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa.

Death Anniversary: Madeline vy Ma-Ambong

May, Thery Rest dm Peace

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ Your
thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a sig-
nificant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sus-
tainable surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries,
maintain our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please
prayerfully consider setting up a recurring gift or increasing your
weekly offering. Together, we can build a stronger financial foun-
dation for our parish’s future. For more information on how to
start planned giving, please contact the parish office. Thank you
for your generosity and commitment to our shared mission.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.

Gospel Acclamation - John 1:14. 12 ~ Alleluia, alleluia! The
Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled
those who accepted him to become the children of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel - John 1:29-34 ~ Seeing Jesus coming towards him,
John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the
sin of the world. This is the one | spoke of when | said: A man
is coming after me who ranks before me because he existed
before me. | did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal
him to Israel that | came baptising with water.” John also de-
clared, ‘1 saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like
a dove and resting on him. | did not know him myself, but he
who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man
on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one
who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, | have seen
and | am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’
Communion Antiphon - Cf Psalm 22:5 ~ You have prepared a
table before me, and how precious is the chalice that quenches
my thirst.

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?

Part V. OCIA formally RCIA

~ Why do we have the Catechumenate? (Con't)

In the early Church, initiation was a joyous celebration of the immersion of the
newly baptized into the Christian community. Over the centuries, however, the
communal orientation of this process died out. Until relatively recently, more often
than not, ‘converts’ slipped into the Sunday pews unannounced, uncelebrated. In
1972, under the name Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, (R.C.I.A.) the ancient
Catechumenate was revived as the norm for adult baptism. Its introduction has
challenged parishes to develop a greater spirit of welcome and celebration involving
the whole parish community in the way it relates to enquirers and newcomers. The
Catechumenate today is gradually becoming an established part of parish life.

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

You donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish

Reference: (Your name)

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds sup-
port the living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating
costs of St Luke's.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW THURSDAY MORNING MASS ~ Starting Thursday, 5 Febru-
ary, we will have a new Mass every Thursday at 9am in the
church. Each week, a class from St Luke’s Catholic College will
join us for the parish Mass.

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY TEAM ~ We are forming a Pastoral
Care Ministry Team to bring Holy Communion and prayerful sup-
port to our nursing home residents and those who are house-
bound. Parishioners who feel called to this ministry are invited to
a training session on Sunday, 25 January, after the 10am Mass at
the Hub.

PARISH WEEKEND MASSES ~ Our parish celebrates four Masses
each weekend: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, and
5.30pm. The 10.00am Mass is currently at capacity. Parishioners
are warmly encouraged to consider attending one of our other
Masses, where seating is still available. Saturday 5.30pm has
around 30% capacity available, while Sunday 8.00am and Sunday
5.30pm each have about 50% capacity available. We look forward
to welcoming you at these Masses.

PERMANENT DIACONATE~ We are pleased to share that Andrew
McKinnon from our parish will begin formation for the Permanent
Diaconate in the Diocese of Parramatta this February. This marks
an important stage in his discernment and preparation for or-
dained ministry in the Church. A blessing for Andrew and his
family will take place during the 5.30pm Mass on Saturday, 7
February. We invite the parish community to keep Andrew and his
family in prayer as he embarks on this path of service to God’s
people.

GED ON ANNUAL LEAVE - For 2 weeks from 19th Jan 2026.

AIR-CONDITIONING UNIT IN THE CHURCH ~ We apologise for
the inconvenience caused by the air-conditioning in the church.
The affected unit has an internal fault, and a warranty claim has
been lodged. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

PIETY STALL — 2026 RESOURCES AVAILABLE ~ A range of 2026
spiritual resources is now available from the Piety Stall, including
the Daily Mass Book, Break Open the Word, and God’s Word Dai-
ly Reflections . These are excellent resources to support daily
prayer, reflection, and a deeper engagement with the Scriptures
throughout the year.

WALKING WITH CHRIST BIBLE STUDY GROUP ~ We will be
taking a break for the month of January. We will resume our fort-
nightly sessions on Thursday, 5 February. Thank you for your
participation, and we look forward to coming together again to
continue our journey of faith and reflection on God’s Word.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY & LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSES
If you are a current or would like to volunteer to be a Minister of
the Word, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, or Minister
at the Altar, or if you would like to become one, diocesan for-
mation sessions will begin in February. Please collect a registra-
tion form from the welcome table, complete it, and return to the
parish office for Fr. Gayan’s endorsement.

HOLY SPIRIT MISSION 2026 ~ The Catholic Charismatic Renewal
of Parramatta Diocese invites you to their Holy Spirit
Mission 2026. Saturday 21st February 2026 from

12.00pm to 5.00pm. Our Lady Queen of Peace b
Greystanes (School Camilleri Hall) 198 Old Prospect 2o
Road, Greystanes. [=]

Scan To Register

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

PARISH MASS TIMES:

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS:

MORNING TEA:

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space
55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park.
All enquiries please email:

Weekday Mass Times:
Wednesday 7.30am marsdenpark@parracathol
Friday 6.30pm m . m CHILDREN'S LITURGY:

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.

Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will be
celebrated every First Friday of
the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).

YOUTH MINISTRY:

Every 2nd Friday. 6.30pm
youth program at 7pm in
Next Youth Program: 13th

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,
and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.
Recommencing in 2026.

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.
Recommencing in 2026.

ic.org

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would
like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish
Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

Mass followed by the
St Luke’s Hub.
February 2026

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm in
the parish office or by

All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracathol

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your
home. Take the statue home after the Sunday
10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm

ic.org

appointment.
BAPTISMS: term. Volunteers required.
Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

PRAYER MINISTRY:

Next opportunity: 7th & 8t
MARRIAGES:
Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months
notice is required. All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

1st weekend every 2nd month.

Whether you need guidance, support, or simply
someone to pray with, feel free to come forward
after Mass and let us join you in prayer.

Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the

All enquiries please information tables outside the performance hub.

&

h February 2026.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish
Office. Next session: 5th February. Looking for
space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk
with others in our parish community? Come and
join us! For more information, email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
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COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE

We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us.
Please understand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden
Park cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an

advertiser does not meet expectations.

Dk You!

RED & BLUE
Home Loan

Connect With Us

RED & BLUE readandbluehomeloan €
Home Loan

www.redandbluehomeloan.com.au @

info@redandbluehomeloan.com.au©

Advertise in our
Parish Bulletin

Do you own a business or know some-
one who does? We are offering the op-
portunity to advertise in our parish bul-
letin. This is a wonderful way to support
our parish and connect with the local
community. If you're interested or would
like more information, please contact
the parish office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Community Bank

Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

B Bendigo Bank

= .
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RayWhite

UNITED GROUP

P 02 9623 4033

W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com
Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six

Kav Prasad

.
Sales Executive

0423046793

Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au

0
A LJHooker

YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER Our services.

IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION « Tax Accounting

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Processing

* Individual & Company Tax

* SMSF Tax

* Trust & Partnership Tax
Getintouch.

& 7:”‘7‘:” ey * E:randy@hipolito.com.au

e M: 0423110580
* www.hipolito.com.au

SAVVY TAX

THE SAVVY PEOPLE IN TAX

l)c‘,r'":f"' red Tax £ gent ar P A

Call for appomtment
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-
gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au

6oLD DISABILITY  pacahgok: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability
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