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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD ~ YEAR A

Goosppel Reflection. . ..

The gospel of Mark, the first of the four canonical gospels to be
written, does not bother at all with the question of the birth of
Jesus. Written some ten or more years later, the gospels of Luke
and Matthew both present a version of the circumstances sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus. The gospel of John, written later
still, also avoids details of Jesus’ birth. The two accounts of the
infancy that we do have from the gospels tell very different sto-
ries because they have each been used to place the rest of the
gospel in a particular context. Unfortunately, the two stories have
been mashed together so much that we now have one notion of
the Christmas story that is a poor amalgam of the two unique
narratives.

In the gospel of Luke, Joseph and Mary are living in Nazareth
and travel to Bethlehem and are forced to give birth out in a field
because there is no room at the only inn in Bethlehem. The ones
who bear witness to the birth in this account are shepherds —
some of the lowest of the low — as the gospel of Luke identifies
Jesus as having a preferential option for the lowly ones. In the
gospel of Matthew, Joseph and Mary are living in Bethlehem and
give birth in their own house. They later flee to Egypt and then
settle in Nazareth. The two towns need to be included in both
accounts because they are named in some of the ancient proph-
ecies about the Messiah. In the gospel of Matthew, the witnesses
to the birth are wise men, dignitaries from another land. The
Matthew writer wants to emphasise the ‘kingship’ of Jesus and it
is fitting that foreign dignitaries present gifts on the birth of a

king. The two stories deserve to be dealt with uniquely and
should be unravelled from the muddled, entwined version that
dominates our Christmas imagery.

Historical Context — The Magi ~ In some translations, the ‘wise
men’ of this passage are referred to as ‘Magi’. Magi was the
name given to the Persian priestly caste. Persia (now, Iran) lies
to the east of Israel. These wise men are also sometimes por-
trayed as astrologers, but that is largely because of the reference
‘We saw his star as it rose’. It is interesting that the passage de-
scribes ‘some’ wise men; tradition has developed a specific num-
ber of three — based on the three gifts presented. These anony-
mous (and purely literary) figures have been given names and
their ‘relics’ lie in honour beneath the Cathedral of Cologne.

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and
used by permission of the publishers. Reflection, questions and alternative view points ©

AUSTRALIA DAY MASS
Australia Day Mass will be celebrated at 9am in the
church on Monday, 26 January. All welcome to attend.

Greg Sunter

CHURCH LITURGICAL CALENDAR
With the Feast of the Epiphany, we conclude the Christmas season
and celebrate the Baptism of the Lord on the weekend of 10/11 Jan-
uary. Ordinary Time begins on Monday, 12 January. Ash Wednesday
will be celebrated on 18 February, marking the beginning of the
Season of Lent.

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 8530 0173.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm ~ Located adjacent
to the school office enterance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm e~
Phone: (02) 9854 3100
Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au
School Motto: "Live the Good News".
St Luke’s

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities’,  Canolc coliege
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children to become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord ~ Year A

Entrance Antiphon: Cf Malachi 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 ~ Behold, the Lord, the
Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and domin-
ion.

First Reading - Isaiah 60:1-6 ~ Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light
has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still covers
the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord now rises and
above you his glory appears. The nations come to your light and kings to
your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assem-
bling and coming towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters
being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throb-
bing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; the wealth of the
nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of
Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense
and singing the praise of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11
(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Second Reading - Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6 ~ You have probably heard how |
have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was
by a revelation that | was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery
that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it means that pa-
gans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body,
and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through
the gospel.

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:
Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac; Tony Yu;
Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.
Recently Deceased: Terezinha da Silva Rojanski Carmello Pilato,
Marguerite Bru, Robert Manlilic,
Carmelita Del Rosario, Aurora Borgonia, Grace Pinacate Roa.
Death Anniversary: Madeline vy Ma-Ambong

Many Then, Rest dn Peace

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ Your
thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a sig-
nificant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sus-
tainable surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries,
maintain our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please
prayerfully consider setting up a recurring gift or increasing your
weekly offering. Together, we can build a stronger financial foun-
dation for our parish’s future. For more information on how to
start planned giving, please contact the parish office. Thank you
for your generosity and commitment to our shared mission.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

Gospel Acclamation - Matthew 2:2 ~ Alleluia, alleluial We have seen his
star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 2:1-12 ~ After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews? they asked. ‘We saw
his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called
together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told
him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of
you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod
summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date
on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and
find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me
know, so that | too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the
king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they
had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child
was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did
him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold
and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different way.

Communion Antiphon - Cf Matthew 2:2 ~ We have seen his star in the
East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?

Part IV. Signs & Sacraments ~ Grace before meals ?
~ The practice of pausing at meal times to give thanks to God is a way
of acknowledging the divine source of all our life-sustaining gifts. As
many a family will attest, this brief prayerful interaction with God and
with one another is a sure way of strengthening the bond of faith in a
household. As one person put it: ‘It's a bit like kissing my wife when |
come home from work. It's only a small thing but it means a lot to our
marriage.” Small habits build strong foundations! If only for your chil-

dren’s sake, make grace before meals part of your lifestyle.
© The Story Source, 1993.

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

You donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720
Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish

Reference: (Your name)

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds sup-
port the living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating
costs of St Luke's.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU' S~ Thank you to everyone who helped assemble
the shed, to the parishioners who generously donated the holy
water fonts to the church, and to the parishioner who carried out
the lighting installation. Your time, skills, and generosity are
deeply appreciated and make a real difference in our parish com-
munity.

Fr Gayan would like to sincerely thank everyone who gave him
Christmas cards, gifts, and kind wishes during the Christmas
period. Your generosity and thoughtfulness are truly appreciated.
God bless you all.

PARISH OFFICE REOPENS ~ The parish office will reopen from
it's break from the 6 January 2026. For urgent matters, please call
the parish number(02- 8530 0173) and follow the voice message
instructions to contact Fr Gayan.

PIETY STALL — 2026 RESOURCES AVAILABLE ~ A range of 2026
spiritual resources is now available from the Piety Stall, including
the Daily Mass Book, Break Open the Word, and God’s Word Dai-
ly Reflections . These are excellent resources to support daily
prayer, reflection, and a deeper engagement with the Scriptures
throughout the year.

WALKING WITH CHRIST BIBLE STUDY GROUP ~ We will be
taking a break for the month of January. We will resume our fort-
nightly sessions on Thursday, 5 February. Thank you for your
participation, and we look forward to coming together again to
continue our journey of faith and reflection on God’s Word.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY & LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSES
If you are a current or would like to volunteer to be a Minister of
the Word, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, or Minister

at the Altar, or if you would like to become one, diocesan for-
mation sessions will begin in February. Please collect a registra-
tion form from the welcome table, complete it, and return to the
parish office for Fr. Gayan’s endorsement.

MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS — VISIT TO OUR PARISH ~ The Vati-
can’s Migrant Jubilee Cross is coming to Australia and will visit
our parish on Friday, 9 January 2026. The cross
contains the relics of the Holy Family and St Mary
of the Cross MacKillop. The Tongan Chaplaincy
will host this special event, and we will celebrate
Mass at 6:30pm. All are warmly invited to partici-
pate in this special occasion. Afterwards, the cross will continue
its journey to St Patrick's Cathedral, Parramatta, where it will re-
main on Saturday, 10 January, and Sunday, 11 January 2026.

MINISTER AT THE ALTAR INSTALLATION ~ Charles Emerson will
be installed as a Minister at the Altar on Saturday, 3 January,
during the 5.30pm Mass. Please keep him in your prayers as he
begins this ministry in our parish.

FEAST OF SANTO NINO ~ The Cofradia del Senor Santo Nino of
Sydney Incorporated invites you to the 36th Anniversary of the
Fiesta Sinulog 2026. Sunday 18th January 2026. 2.00pm St. Pat-
rick's Church Blacktown. 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. Main
celebrant Fr. Wim Hoekstra, EV. Novena Masses for nine days
from 8th January to 16th January. Please take flyer from welcome
table for more information.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

PARISH MASS TIMES: SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: MORNING TEA:
All Mass celebrated at our new worship space First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,  Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.
All enquiries please email:

Weekday Mass Times: .
Wednesday 7.30am marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Friday 6.30pm m . m CHILDREN'S LITURGY:

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday

Sunday Mass Times:
y Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.

Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will be
celebrated every First Friday of
the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

YOUTH MINISTRY:

Every 2nd Friday. 6.30pm Mass followed by the
youth program at 7pm in St Luke's Hub.

Next Youth Program: 13th February 2026

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.

All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:
Every Tuesday at Public schools during school
term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
PRAYER MINISTRY: %
1st weekend every 2nd month.

Next opportunity: 7th & 8th February 2026.
Whether you need guidance, support, or simply
someone to pray with, feel free to come forward
after Mass and let us join you in prayer.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm in
the parish office or by
appointment.

BAPTISMS:

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

MARRIAGES:

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months
notice is required. All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Recommencing in 2026.

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.
Recommencing in 2026.

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would
like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish
Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your
home. Take the statue home after the Sunday
10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm
Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the
information tables outside the performance hub.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish
Office. Next session: 5th February. Looking for
space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk
with others in our parish community? Come and
join us! For more information, email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
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COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE

We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us.
Please understand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden
Park cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an

advertiser does not meet expectations.

Dk You!

RED & BLUE
Home Loan

Connect With Us

RED & BLUE readandbluehomeloan €
Home Loan

www.redandbluehomeloan.com.au @

info@redandbluehomeloan.com.au©

Advertise in our
Parish Bulletin

Do you own a business or know some-
one who does? We are offering the op-
portunity to advertise in our parish bul-
letin. This is a wonderful way to support
our parish and connect with the local
community. If you're interested or would
like more information, please contact
the parish office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Community Bank

Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

B Bendigo Bank

= .
Lt f}!rﬁ(’ 4‘.’ /,fr,;.i/,f.

RayWhite

UNITED GROUP

P 02 9623 4033

W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com
Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six

Kav Prasad

.
Sales Executive

0423046793

Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au

0
A LJHooker

YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER Our services.

IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION « Tax Accounting

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Processing

* Individual & Company Tax

* SMSF Tax

* Trust & Partnership Tax
Getintouch.

& 7:”‘7‘:” ey * E:randy@hipolito.com.au

e M: 0423110580
* www.hipolito.com.au

SAVVY TAX

THE SAVVY PEOPLE IN TAX

l)c‘,r'":f"' red Tax £ gent ar P A

Call for appomtment
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-
gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au

6oLD DISABILITY  pacahgok: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability
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