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Sunday Reflection. . ..

Jesus wants us to see that following rules isn’t enough.
What really matters is what's in our hearts. It's easy to focus
on what we do. But anger, lust, and dishonesty all start in-
side. Feeling anger can hurt as much as our words or ac-
tions. Secret desires can cause harm like betrayal. Careless
promises show a heart that isn’t true. How we think and feel
shapes how we act. Our actions show what is growing with-
in us.

We often think, “I haven't done anything wrong.” But Jesus
asks us to look deeper. What is in our hearts? Pride,
selfishness, and dishonesty show our love is out of order.
Sin isn't just breaking rules. It is putting ourselves first in-
stead of what is good and life-giving. Our inner life matters.
It guides every choice we make. Ignoring it lets small
wrongs grow bigger.

The good news is we don't face this alone. We can bring
our anger, desires, and unsteady promises to Jesus. When
our hearts are renewed, change happens naturally. Anger
turns to patience. Selfishness turns to care. Dishonesty
turns to truth. Healing starts inside. It flows into the way we
live. It changes how we treat others. It guides the decisions
we make every day.
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This teaching calls us to be honest
with ourselves. We cannot hide what ~ §
is inside forever. We can bring it into . ..,,\
the light. i
As we do, we begin to love more gen-

uinely. We speak truthfully. We live in £
peace with those around us. True
goodness comes from the heart. It is
not just about what we do. It is about
becoming the kind of person whose
life flows from a whole, humble, and peaceful heart. When
our hearts are right, everything else—words, actions, and
relationships—reflect that truth. We start living the way we
were made to live.

Fr. Gayan Thamel. ..

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES

18th February 2026

7.30am - Morning Mass in the Church
7.00pm - Evening Mass in the Performance Hall
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday are days of fast and abstinence. Lent is a penitential

season of prayer, self-denial and helping others.

CONTACT US

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel.

Email: gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea

Phone: (02) 7261-0246.

Mobile: 0422 724 160.

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park
Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW
2765.

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm ~ Located adjacent
to the school office entrance.

OUR VISION

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who
engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of
their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.
College Principal: Kelly Bauer

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park
2765 NSW

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm e~
Phone: (02) 9854 3100

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au

School Motto: "Live the Good News". ,

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities’, csafm';t' c’iﬁ;
staff and parents work in partnership to nurture

faith-filled, curious children to become creative

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.

7, St Luke's

CATHOLIC PARISH
MARSDEN PARK
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

Entrance Antiphon: Cf Psalm 30:3-4 ~ Be my protector, O God, a
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.

First Reading - Sirach 15:15-20 ~ If you wish, you can keep the com-
mandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. He has set fire
and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. Man
has life and death before him; whichever a man likes better will be given
him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing.
His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. He
never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permis-
sion to sin.

Responsorial Psalm -Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1
(R.) Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 ~ We have a wisdom to offer
those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true,
still less of the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The
hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom
that God predestined to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a
wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or they
would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture
calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things be-

yond the mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who love
him. These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the
Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of
God.

Gospel Acclamation - See Matthew 11:25 ~ Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little ones
the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 5:20-22. 27-28. 33-34. 37—(Shorter Form)

~ Jesus said to his disciples: | tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper
than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the king-
dom of heaven. ‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You
must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the
court. But | say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will
answer for it before the court. 'You have learnt how it was said: You
must not commit adultery. But | say this to you: if a man looks at a
woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not
break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But | say this to
you: do not swear at all. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No”
if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one.’

Communion Antiphon - Cf Psalm 77:29-30 ~ They ate and had their
fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappoint-
ed in what they craved.

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO?

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:

Tony Duggan; Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; Amor Matulac;
Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.
Recently Deceased: Derek Anselm Rego
Rodolfo Magaling; Paolo Carrer ; Josie Mateo;
Terezinha da Silva Rojanski; Carmello Pilato,

Death Anniversary: Madeline vy Ma-Ambong

Many Then, Rest dn Peace
If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or

recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~ Your

Part V. OCIA formally RCIA ~ Why do catechumens leave early?
In the early Church, catechumens did not participate at the eucharistic table
until they were baptized. So deep was the people of God’s appreciation of the
bond of intimacy signified by the sharing of the eucharist, that it was consid-
ered inappropriate for anyone not fully immersed in the community to be
present. In modern catechumenate practice, we send our catechumens forth
after the Gospel and homily, with the catechist and with their community’s
blessing, to a nearby room where they reflect prayerfully on the Word of God.
This practice is not to be mistaken as a rejection! Rather, it is a dramatic
reminder to the congregation of the importance and the demands of the
eucharistic bond shared by members of the Church. © The Story Source, 1993.

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950 Account: 100005720

thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a sig-
nificant difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sus-
tainable surplus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries,
maintain our sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please
prayerfully consider setting up a recurring gift or increasing your
weekly offering. Together, we can build a stronger financial foun-
dation for our parish’s future. For more information on how to
start planned giving, please contact the parish office. Thank you
for your generosity and commitment to our shared mission.

PARISH DONATIONS ~ Donations can be made using the bank
details below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online dona-
tions which are accepted through our parish website donation
portal through the CBA at
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1

You donations are greatly appreciated.

Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish
Reference: (Your name)

AN ALTERNATIVE TO QUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds sup-
port the living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating
costs of St Luke's.

(

Please contact Ged at the parish office for further information or any in-
quires about building fund donations.
accounts@stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au or (02) 7261 0246.
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Lent. (Commencing Friday ~ 20th February)

LENTEN PROGRAM 2026 ~ Come and join our Lenten program in
the preparation for Holy week and Easter. Commencing on the 19th
February at 7.00pm in the old parish office, all welcome to attend.

STATIONS OF THE CRQOSS ~ We invite parishioners to participate in
the station of the cross after the 6.30pm Mass every Friday during

NEWLY FORMED PARISH PASTORAL CARE TEAM ~ Michael Okolo

this important ministry in our parish.

your contact details.

has been appointed as Coordinator of the Parish Pastoral Care Min-
istry. Beginning this month, they will lead the Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion on the fourth Sunday of each month at
9.30am at the Marsden Park Care Community Nursing Home. The
members will be commissioned during the 8.00am Mass on Sunday,
22 February. We thank Michael and everyone involved for serving in

ALTAR SERVERS MINISTRY ~ Sean Kafoa has been appointed as
the Coordinator of Altar Servers. We thank him for generously taking
up this ministry in our parish. Children who have received their First
Holy Communion are warmly invited to join this important ministry.
A sign-up sheet is available on the welcome table. Please include

INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2028 — HOLY HOUR

&

First Eucharist.

PARISH MASS TIMES:
All Mass celebrated at our new worship space
55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park.

Weekday Mass Times:

Wednesday 7.30am
Thursday 9.00am
Friday 6.30pm

Sunday Mass Times:
Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.

Healing Mass — the Anointing of the Sick will be
celebrated every First Friday of
the month during the 6.30pm Mass.

RECONCILIATION TIMES:
Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm i
the parish office or by
appointment.

BAPTISMS:

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact
Parish office to register.

MARRIAGES:

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months
notice is required. All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Sydney will host the International Eucharistic Congress in September
2028. As part of the three-year preparation, parishes across Australia
are invited to hold a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Sunday, 1
March 2026. Our parish will have Adoration following the 10:00am
Mass. All are warmly welcome to join in prayer and reflection.

CATHOLIC PARISH
MARSDEN PARK

SACRAMENTAL
PROCESS 2026

REGISTRATIONS
OPEN NOW!

FIRST RECONCILIATION

For children 7 years old and above who
have been baptised Catholic.

CONFIRMATION

For children 10 years old and above who
have be prepared for the sacrament of
First Reconciliation and received their

FIRST EUCHARIST

For children 8 years old and above
who have been prepared for the
sacrament of First Reconciliation.

HIGH SCHOOL PROCESS

For Students in Year 7 to 12 wishing
to receive the sacraments of
initiation. If your family is interested
in participating please email:
sacraments@stiukesmarsdenpark.org.au

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO REGISTER
HTTPS://STLUKESMARSDENPARK.ORG.AU/

e (02) 7261-0246 e sacraments@stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS:

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation,
and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.
All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

CHILDREN'S LITURGY:
During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday
Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).

YOUTH MINISTRY:

Every 2nd Friday. 6.30pm Mass followed by the
youth program at 7pm in St Luke's Hub.

Next Youth Program: 13th March 2026

For students in Year 4 to Year 12.

All enquiries please email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM:
Every Tuesday at Public schools during school
term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
PRAYER MINISTRY: %
1st weekend every 2nd month.

Next opportunity: 4th & 5th April 2026.
Whether you need guidance, support, or simply
someone to pray with, feel free to come forward
after Mass and let us join you in prayer.

MORNING TEA:
Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.
Sunday: 8th March

WEEKEND FOOD STALL:

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes
towards the parish building fund.

Next weekend: 21st & 22nd February.

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS
2nd Friday of each month at 11am. If you would
like to join Fr Gayan, please contact the Parish
Office in advance, as spaces are limited.

ROSARY BLOCK:

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your
home. Take the statue home after the Sunday
10am Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm
Mass. Register your interest on the roster on the
information tables outside the performance hub.

WALKING WITH CHRIST:

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish
Office. Next session: 19th February. Looking for
space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk
with others in our parish community? Come and
join us! For more information, email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
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COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE

We encourage you to support the advertisers that support us.
Please understand that St Luke’s Catholic Parish Marsden
Park cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an

advertiser does not meet expectations.

Dk You!

RED & BLUE
Home Loan

Connect With Us

RED & BLUE readandbluehomeloan €
Home Loan

www.redandbluehomeloan.com.au @

info@redandbluehomeloan.com.au©

Advertise in our
Parish Bulletin

Do you own a business or know some-
one who does? We are offering the op-
portunity to advertise in our parish bul-
letin. This is a wonderful way to support
our parish and connect with the local
community. If you're interested or would
like more information, please contact
the parish office.
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

Community Bank

Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227
Mobile 0435 664 109

B Bendigo Bank

= .
Lt f}!rﬁ(’ 4‘.’ /,fr,;.i/,f.

RayWhite

UNITED GROUP

P 02 9623 4033

W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com
Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six

Kav Prasad

.
Sales Executive

0423046793

Shop 35/111 Railway Terrace, Schofields NSW 2762
Schofields.ljhooker.com.au

0
A LJHooker

YOUR FRIENDLY PARTNER Our services.

IN ACCOUNTING & TAXATION « Tax Accounting

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Processing

* Individual & Company Tax

* SMSF Tax

* Trust & Partnership Tax
Getintouch.

& 7:”‘7‘:” ey * E:randy@hipolito.com.au

e M: 0423110580
* www.hipolito.com.au

SAVVY TAX

THE SAVVY PEOPLE IN TAX

l)c‘,r'":f"' red Tax £ gent ar P A

Call for appomtment
0406 989 615 or 0432 610 180

At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-
gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive
customized support that honors your individuality and
fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.
Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au

6oLD DISABILITY  pacahgok: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability
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