
 

15TH MARCH 2026                                                                 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT ~ YEAR A 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

W E E K L Y B U L L E T I N 
 

Sunday Reflection…. 

As Jesus walked along, He saw a man who had 

been blind from birth. Many people probably 

passed him every day without noticing. Some 

might have felt pity, others ignored him. But 

Jesus stopped and really looked. The disciples 

asked a question people often ask when they see 

suffering: “Who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?” They assumed that suffering is always a pun-

ishment for sin. 

 

Jesus answered differently. He said the man’s blindness was not about 

blame. Instead, it would become a way for God’s work to be shown. 

Jesus was not concerned with finding fault. He wanted to bring healing, 

hope, and light. 

 

Then Jesus made mud, placed it on the man’s eyes, and told him to go 

wash in the pool of Siloam. The man obeyed. When he washed, his 

eyes were opened—he could see. For the first time in his life, he saw 

the world around him. The darkness that had been part of his life van-

ished, and everything was new. 

 

But not everyone celebrated this miracle. The neighbors argued about 

whether this was really the same man. The religious leaders questioned 

him many times. They were troubled because the healing happened on 

the Sabbath, a day when work was not allowed. They focused on rules 

instead of the miracle itself. 

 

The man who had been healed spoke honestly. At first he only said, 

“The man called Jesus healed me.” Later, he said Jesus must be a 

prophet. Step by step, his understanding grew. In the end, when Jesus 

met him again, the man believed and worshiped Him. 

 

This story teaches an important lesson. The man who was blind slowly 

came to see—not just with his eyes, but with his heart. Meanwhile, the 

religious leaders, who thought they could see everything clearly, could 

not recognize God’s work in front of them. Real blindness is not just 

about the eyes; it is about the heart. 

 

Faith often begins with a small step. Like the healed man, we may start 

with little understanding. But when we trust Jesus and remain open to 

Him, our vision becomes clearer. His light gradually opens our eyes to 

see life, others, and God’s love in a fresh and deeper way. 

 ~ Fr Gayan Thamel 

CONTACT US  

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel. 

Email:  gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea  

Phone: (02) 7261-0246. 

Mobile: 0422 724 160.  

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
 

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park  

Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW 

2765.  
 

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm  ~ Located adjacent 

to the school office entrance. 

 

OUR VISION 

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who 

engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of 

their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”  

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.  

College Principal: Kelly Bauer  

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park 

2765 NSW  

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm 

Phone: (02) 9854 3100 

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au  

School Motto: "Live the Good News".  

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities',  

staff and parents work in partnership to nurture  

faith-filled, curious children to become creative  

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.  

Sacramental Process Dates 2026  
Dates and registrations for our sacramental      

processes for 2026 are now open. Please use     

QR code or log on to our parish website:                                     

https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/ 

https://stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au/


FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT ~ YEAR A 
Entrance Antiphon:  Cf Isaiah 66:10-11 ~ Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all 

who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied 

at her consoling breast. 
 

First Reading -  1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13 ~ The Lord said to Samuel, 

‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 

for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, 

he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one 

stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of 

his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see 

as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ 

Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 

‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the 

sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is 

out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; 

we will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a 

boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord 

said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the 

horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the 

spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.  

 

Responsorial Psalm—Ps 22 R. v.1  

(R.)  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 Second Reading - Ephesians 5:8-14 ~ You were darkness once, but 

now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of 

the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to 

discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile 

works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are 

done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but 

anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminat-

ed turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise 

from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 

Gospel Acclamation - John 8:12 ~ Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 

Jesus Christ! I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows 

me will have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 

Christ! 

Gospel - John 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38 ~  As Jesus went along, he saw a 

man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a 

paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to 

him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So 

the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his 

sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him 

begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, 

‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The 

man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ They brought the man who had been 

blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the 

paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him 

how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man 

cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How 

could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement 

among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to 

say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a 

prophet’ replied the man. ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and 

you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove 

him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found 

him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 

replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You 

are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I be-

lieve’, and worshipped him.  

Entrance Antiphon:  Cf John 9:11,38~ The Lord anointed my eyes: I 

went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God. 

Liturgy of the Word 
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COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST 

We pray for those in our Community who are sick:  
Maryse Ferdinands; Tony Duggan; Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards; 

Amor Matulac; Tony Yu; Rena Cremutus & Bernardo Quintana.  
Recently Deceased: Gloria Garbolo; Melba Reyestan; Derek Anselm Rego   

Rodolfo Magaling;  Paolo Carrer ; Josie Mateo;  
Terezinha da Silva Rojanski; Carmello Pilato,   
Death Anniversary: Madeline Ivy Ma-Ambong 

May They Rest In Peace  

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or  
recently deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.  

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

Special Intentions 

Birthday: Kayelani Oblea.  
 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP THROUGH PLANNED GIVING ~  Your 

thoughtful contributions through planned giving can make a significant 

difference, helping us move from financial strain to a sustainable sur-

plus. This will allow us to continue our vital ministries, maintain our 

sacred spaces, and serve those in need. Please prayerfully consider 

setting up a recurring gift or increasing your weekly offering. Together, 

we can build a stronger financial foundation for our parish’s future. For 

more information on how to start planned giving, please contact the 

parish office. Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our 

shared mission.                                                                                

PARISH DONATIONS ~  Donations can be made using the bank de-

tails below, or via the Tap-and-go machine and online donations which 

are accepted through our parish website donation portal through the 

CBA at https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1                                    

Your donations are greatly appreciated.                                                       

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~ BSB: 067 950  Account:  100005720                                                      

Account Name: Marsden Park St Luke’s Parish                                                

Reference: (Your name)                     

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP DEVICES - Contribute to our St 
Luke's collections by scanning this QR code. 30% of funds support the 
living costs of our clergy and 70% goes to the operating costs of St 
Luke's. 

 

 

   

Please contact Ged at the parish office for further information or any in-

quires about building fund donations. 

accounts@stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au or (02) 7261 0246. 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org?subject=Mass%20Intention
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
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PIETY STALL – 2026 RESOURCES AVAILABLE ~ A range of 2026 spir-
itual resources is now available from the Piety Stall, including the Daily 
Mass Book, Break Open the Word, and God’s Word Daily Reflections . 
These are excellent resources to support daily prayer, reflection, and a 
deeper engagement with the Scriptures throughout the year. 
 

EASTER VIGIL CANDLES ~ Please note that wax candles cannot be used 
in the Performance Hall due to venue regulations. Therefore, battery-
operated candles will be used during the Easter Vigil. Battery candles are 
available at the Piety Stall for $5 each. 
 

OUR PARISH, OUR STORY – ST LUKE’S 2025 ~ We’re excited to an-
nounce that Our Parish, Our Story – St Luke’s 2025 
is now available! This special booklet shares high-
lights, reflections from our ministry teams, and snap-
shots of parish life. Printed copies are limited, but the 
booklet is now available online on our parish website 
and Facebook page.  Click the link to view: https://
redirme.com/2sahhe or scan this QR Code. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME ~ If you know someone, or a family 
member, who is unable to attend Mass due to illness or limited mobility 
and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please contact the 
parish office. A member of our Pastoral Care team will be happy to bring 
Holy Communion to them. 

RETURN OF OFFERING TINS ~ During the opening of our parish build-
ing, offering tins were distributed to parishioners. We warmly ask that all 
tins be kindly returned to the church in the coming weeks. Your contri-
butions play a vital role in helping us continue the next stage of our 
church building. Thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and 
support. 

PARISH TOILETS ~ The toilets have recently been blocked due to hand 
paper towels being flushed. Please use only toilet paper in the toilets 
and place all hand paper towels in the bins provided. Please do not 

leave hand towels outside the bins. Thank you for your cooperation. 

ST LUKE’S WEEKEND FOOD STALL – HELP NEEDED ~ We are seeking: 

• Home cooks, bakers, or local food businesses to provide dishes 
or treats 

• Volunteers to assist with selling food, handling payments, set-
up, and pack-down 

• All contributions will help support Stage 2 of our Church Build-
ing and ongoing church operations. 

If you are able to help, please email: stlukesfundraisingteam@gmail.com 

HELP NEEDED – CHURCH CLEANING ~ We are looking for volunteers 
to assist with the church cleaning roster. If you are able to help, please 
contact the parish office. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK ~  The latest edition of Catholic Outlook is now 
available. Please take a free copy. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

PARISH MASS TIMES:  

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space 

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 

Wednesday 7.30am 

Thursday 9.00am  

Friday 6.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.  
 

Healing Mass – the Anointing of the Sick will be 

celebrated every First Friday of  

the month during the 6.30pm Mass. 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND: 

Our Pastoral Care Team is available to bring Holy 

Communion to parishioners who are sick or una-

ble to attend Mass. If you or someone you know 

would like to receive Communion at home, please 

contact the Parish Office: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm in  

the parish office or by  

appointment. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday 

Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).  

BAPTISMS: 

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact Parish 

office to register. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 months 

notice is required. All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: 

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation, 

and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Every 2nd Friday. 6.30pm Mass followed by the 

youth program at 7pm in St Luke’s Hub. 

Next Youth Program: 10th April 2026  

For students in Year 4 to Year 12. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school term. 

Volunteers required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY: 

1st weekend every 2nd month. 

Next opportunity: 11th & 12th April 2026. 

Whether you need guidance, support, or simply 

someone to pray with, feel free to come forward after 

Mass and let us join you in prayer.  
 

MORNING TEA: 

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.   

On Sunday: 12th April  
 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL: 

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes  

towards the parish building fund.  

Next weekend: 21st & 22nd March. 
 

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS 

2nd Friday of each month at 11am - Mass 

4th Sunday of each month at 10am-   Liturgy of the 

Word with Holy Communion 
 

ROSARY BLOCK: 

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to your 

home. Take the statue home after the Sunday 10am 

Mass and return before Saturday 5.30pm Mass. 

Register your interest on the roster on the infor-

mation tables outside the performance hub.  
 

WALKING WITH CHRIST:  

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish 

Office. Next session: 19th March. Looking for space 

to grow in faith, explore Scripture, and walk with 

others in our parish community? Come and join us! 

For more information, email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

28/29 Mar- Palm Sunday – Masses will be in the Church. 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm, Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm 

2nd Apr- Holy Thursday – 7:00pm (Performance Hall) 

3rd Apr- Good Friday – Stations of the Cross – 10:00am  

Good Friday Service – 3:00pm ( Both at Performance Hall) 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available after the 3:00pm 

service. 

4th Apr- Easter Vigil – 7:00pm (Performance Hall) 

NB: Easter Vigil Mass – Change of Time - The Easter Vigil on Satur-

day, 4 April will be celebrated at 7:00 pm in the Performance Hall, 

rather than the usual Saturday evening Mass time of 5:30 pm. 

5th Apr- Easter Sunday – 8:00am, 10:00am, and 5:30pm.

(Performance Hall) 

https://redirme.com/2sahhe
https://redirme.com/2sahhe
mailto:stlukesfundraisingteam@gmail.com?subject=St%20Luke's%20Weekend%20Food%20Stall


JRS LENTEN FOOD BANK APPEAL~ This Lent, our parish is sup-
porting Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Australia by collecting food 
items for their Foodbank, which provides essential groceries to over 
150 families each week.  We will be collecting a different item:  

Wk 3 - Canned tuna (unflavored in oil) & Wk 4 - Laundry detergent  

Collection buckets will be outside the church to place your dona-
tions. We thank you for your on going generosity. 

COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY 

 

 At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with 

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you 

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.  

 

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive 

customized support that honors your individuality and 

fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.                

Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au                                                

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability 

 

 

                                                       St Luke’s Catholic Parish  - Parish Bulletin                                                                                                  | Page 4 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

 

 

P 02 9623 4033    
W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com 

Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (CONT’D) 

ADVERTISE IN OUR PARISH BULLETIN ~  

Do you own a business or know someone who 

does? We are offering the opportunity to adver-

tise in our parish  bulletin. This is a wonderful 

way to support our parish and  connect with the 

local community. If you’re interested or would 

like more information, please contact the parish 

office. marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

PLEASE NOTE: 

We encourage you to support the advertisers that 

support us.  Please understand that St Luke’s  

Catholic Parish Marsden Park cannot take responsi-

bility if the service provided by an advertiser does 

not meet expectations. 

 

tel:0296234033
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=o287o4p3TtY268cDKC-bxg&r=Dl7CDwIK4pXCNhwqICJwd2xlC-iHNdMyIngD9dcElXrYH1Hbn3Fmzh33BbMKi7Pe&m=o2xyifdzmKIlUViRPcFFSudjZG3MxKgOqkyd5dPAQqjmP63nEnwATlldvbhmNUh2&s=G6kL7F0n

