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Agenda: Parish Pastoral Council 2026 Meeting
Date/time/venue: 16 May 2026, 6:45–8:30 PM, following the Vigil Mass at St Luke’s Catholic College
Attendees: Fr Gayan Thamel (GT), Aleta Dela Cruz (ADC), Althea Dela Cruz (ADC2), Malinda Fernando (MF), Mandy Goswami (MG), Ramon Gunasekera (RG), Perpetua Oninye (PO), Chrissy Presello (CP), Alistair Soares (AS)
Ex-Officio: Kelly Bauer (KB), Ged Oblea (GO)
Apologies: James Irudayaraj (JI), Tessie James (TJ), Jerome Semau-Roache (JSR), Geraldine Santos (GS)

[bookmark: _rwb7ljk74qtt]1. Fellowship Dinner
The meeting commenced with fellowship and dinner shared amongst PPC members.
[bookmark: _jjqh7gq8c1sv]2. Opening Prayer
Opening prayer led by Malinda Fernando.
[bookmark: _g6z65f3g9v0v]3. Check-in
Members participated in a brief check-in and community sharing.

[bookmark: _nl1cc6scxfeu]4. Ministry and Parish Updates
[bookmark: _p2iloud7ireb]Diocese / Deanery
· Deanery Meeting to be hosted at Marsden Park on 13 June.
[bookmark: _gz4j0x36mxs4]College
· No major updates from the College.
[bookmark: _i665mzb48qh3]Building and Facilities
· New hand towel dispensers for the church toilets have been donated and will be installed shortly.
· Minor building defects, including issues with the main doors and disabled toilet sink, will be rectified by the builder.
[bookmark: _ecb0fml3jdg4]Fundraising
· New volunteer leads have been identified for the Weekend Food Stall.
· The Weekend Food Stall continues to perform strongly, recently exceeding $1,000 in net profit for the first time this year.
· Preparations for the 2026 Dinner Dance are progressing well, with sponsorships already confirmed and ticket sales to commence soon.
[bookmark: _no5wrohh9h2c]Children’s Liturgy (CLOW)
· Children’s attendance continues to grow steadily.
· Parent supervision reminders for younger children continue to show positive improvements.
· Volunteer support arrangements are working well alongside Marshalls.
[bookmark: _o7b30sb2jyio]Safeguarding
· Parish safeguarding audit scheduled for the first week of July.
· Audit preparation and documentation are currently underway.
[bookmark: _agdeklzxyv3]Parish Operations
· Commitment Masses and regular liturgies continue successfully.
· 81 candidates are preparing for First Holy Communion, to be celebrated from 1–5 June.
· Mother’s Day hospitality hosted by parish fathers was well received by the community.
· Recruitment across ministries will occur during the Pentecost weekend.
· A new Music Ministry leader has commenced.
[bookmark: _kvkkdle1yl1i]Youth Ministry
· Youth attendance remains steady and encouraging.

[bookmark: _6bohle1yv8f]5. Vox Populi (Community Feedback)
· Positive feedback was received regarding the Mother’s Day initiative where fathers served the parish community.
· A suggestion was raised for youth involvement in future hospitality initiatives.

[bookmark: _45c1qpg5l7up]6. Parish Pastoral Plan 2025–2027
The PPC continued discussions regarding the Parish Pastoral Plan, including:
· Youth and young adult ministry development.
· Establishment of governance templates and terms of reference for parish committees.
· Planning for a Bereavement Mass in November.
· Ongoing work to improve parish signage and visibility.
· Support for future prayer initiatives and ministry coordination.

[bookmark: _iwqizwc9d88m]7. PPC Vacancy Update
· Mandy Goswami was formally welcomed and thanked for accepting the role of Executive Secretary.
· Fr Gayan officially thanked Aleta Dela Cruz for her dedicated service and commitment as the inaugural PPC Secretary and wished her well in her future endeavours. He acknowledged that her support and contribution to the parish community would continue to be greatly valued.
· Suitable candidates have been identified for the current PPC vacancies. Will be announced to the community before July term. 

[bookmark: _pa5oen9o5uz7]8. Recruitment Drive Update
Preparations for the Pentecost Recruitment Drive are progressing well, including:
· Ministry information tables and sign-on sheets.
· Parish communications and promotional material.
· Volunteer engagement and hospitality arrangements.

[bookmark: _x0bnu6d7y28x]9. Upcoming Parish Events
· 23–24 May: Pentecost & Ministry Recruitment Drive
· 1–5 June: First Holy Communion Masses
· 8 June – 8 July: Fr Gayan Annual Leave
· 20 June: PPC End of Term
· 25 July: Dinner Dance 2026
· 8–9 August: PPC Commissioning Weekend
· 12 August: First Reconciliation
· 15 August: Assumption Masses

[bookmark: _5nkqnteckcoo]10. Meeting Close
The meeting concluded with prayer and thanks to all members, ministry leaders, volunteers, and parishioners for their continued service and commitment to the parish community.
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