
 

9TH AUGUST 2026                                                         NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

W E E K L Y B U L L E T I N 
 

Sunday Reflection…. 
Life often feels like the disciples' boat in today's Gospel. We can 

find ourselves surrounded by strong winds, uncertainty, worries, 

and fears. At times, we wonder if we are strong enough to keep 

going. 

 

Jesus comes to the disciples in the middle of the storm. He does 

not remove the wind immediately. Instead, He first speaks words of 

reassurance: "Take courage. It is I. Do not be afraid." His presence 

is the greatest gift. Even when life is difficult, Jesus is with us. 

 

Peter steps out of the boat with courage. As long as he keeps his 

eyes on Jesus, he walks on the water. But when he focuses on the 

wind and the waves, fear takes over and he begins to sink. Isn't that 

true for us as well? When we focus only on our problems, we can 

become overwhelmed. But when we keep our eyes on Christ, we 

find the strength to face whatever comes. 

 

The beautiful part of this story is that when Peter cries out, "Lord, 

save me!", Jesus immediately reaches out His hand. He does not 

wait. He does not hesitate. He lifts Peter up. This reminds us that no 

matter how weak or frightened we may feel, we are never beyond 

the reach of God's love and mercy. 

This week, let us place our trust in Jesus. The storms of life may not 

disappear overnight, but we do not face them alone. If we keep our 

eyes fixed on Christ and call upon Him in faith, He will hold us, 

guide us, and lead us safely through every storm. 

God Bless ~ Fr Gayan Thamel                                  

CONTACT US  

Parish Priest: Fr Gayan Thamel. 

Email:  gayan.thamel@parracatholic.org 

Parish Secretary: Gerald “Ged” Oblea  

Phone: (02) 7261-0246. 

Mobile: 0422 724 160.  

Email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

Website: stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsdenpark  
 

Address: 55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park  

Postal Address: PO Box 4045, Elara Village, MARSDEN PARK NSW 

2765.  
 

Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm  ~ Located adjacent 

to the school office entrance. 

 

OUR VISION 

“We are continually attracting people to St Luke’s and everyone who 

engages as a member of our community is transformed in every area of 

their life by having a deeper relationship with Jesus.”  

Parish School: St. Luke’s Catholic College, Marsden Park.  

College Principal: Kelly Bauer  

Address: Cnr Frontier Avenue & Northbourne Drive Marsden Park 

2765 NSW  

Open Weekdays: 8:30am - 2:40pm 

Phone: (02) 9854 3100 

Email: stlukesmarsdenpark@parra.catholic.edu.au  

School Motto: "Live the Good News".  

In a place where 'Learning = Infinite Possibilities',  

staff and parents work in partnership to nurture  

faith-filled, curious children to become creative  

contributors and innovative problem solvers for our changing world.  

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
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PARISH DONATIONS ~  Dona-

tions can be made using the bank 

details below, or via the Tap-and-

go machine and online donations 

which are accepted through our 

parish website donation portal 

through the CBA at  

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

CATHOLICPARISH1                                    

Your donations are greatly appreci-

ated.                                                       

SUPPORT DONATIONS ~  

BSB: 067 950  Acount:  100005720                                                      

Account Name: Marsden Park St 

Luke’s Parish                                                

Reference: (Your name)                     

AN ALTERNATIVE TO OUR TAP 
DEVICES - Contribute to our St 
Luke's collections by scanning this 
QR code. 30% of funds support the 
living costs of our clergy and 70% 
goes to the operating costs of St 
Luke's. 

Please contact Ged at the parish 

office for further information or any 

inquires about building fund dona-

tions.accounts@stlukesmarsdenpark

.org.au or (02) 7261 0246. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Cf Psalm 73:20,19,22,23 ~ Look to your covenant, O 

Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 

who seek you. 
 

First Reading -  1 Kings 19:9.11-13 ~ When Elijah reached Horeb, the 

mountain of God, he went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then 

he was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then 

the Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it tore 

the mountains and shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord 

was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. But the Lord 

was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire. But the Lord 

was not in the fire. And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle 

breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak 

and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
 

Responsorial Psalm ~ Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 

R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 
 

Second Reading - Romans 9:1-5 ~ What I want to say is no pretence; I 

say it in union with Christ – it is the truth – my conscience in union with 

the Holy Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: my sor-

row is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would willingly be 

condemned and be cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers of 

Israel, my own flesh and blood. They were adopted as sons, they were 

given the glory and the covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up 

for them, and the promises were made to them. They are descended 

from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came Christ who is 

above all, God for ever blessed! Amen. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Psalm 129:5 ~ Alleluia, alleluia! I hope in the Lord, 

I trust in his word.  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel - Matthew 14:22-33 ~ Jesus made the disciples get into the boat 

and go on ahead to the other side while he would send the crowds 

away. After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now 

far out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-

wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went towards them, walking on 

the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were 

terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Jesus 

called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was 

Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you 

across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and 

started walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt 

the force of the wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ 

he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of little 

faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the 

wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, 

‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon: Psalm 147:12,14 ~ O Jerusalem, glorify the 

Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 

and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers.  

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary will be celebrated on Friday 14 and Saturday, 

15 August, and is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Friday, 14 August: 6:30 pm  

(Vigil Mass of the Assumption) 
Saturday, 15 August: 9:00 am (Feast of the Assumption) 
Please note that the Saturday evening Vigil Mass will be 

for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, not for the Feast of 
the Assumption. 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

Recently Deceased: Fr Eugene Stockton; Generosa Magdaraog.  
 

Death Anniversary: Perla Reyes, Romeo Susi, Rosalito Trucilla  
& Fausta Dela Cruz  

In Memoriam: Mr & Mrs Sammut; Anthony Xureb; Valerio Callus &  
Lawerence Monteiro  

May They Rest In Peace  

If you would like to include the name of a loved one who is sick or  recently 
deceased in the bulletin, please contact the Parish Office.  

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
We pray for those in our Community who are sick: Noorul Ayn Hazeera Zavahir;        

Tony Duggan; Mila Makasini; Annabelle Edwards Amor Matulac & Tony Yu. 

COMMUNITY PRAYER REQUEST FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION  

FREE access to Formed, an outstanding Catholic online resource. 

Formed offers Bible studies, faith formation programs, talks, movies, 

children's content, and many other resources to help you grow in your 

faith and deepen your relationship with Christ. We invite all parishion-

ers to create a free account by following the registration steps below 

and take advantage of this wonderful resource.   

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these simple steps: 

1. Go to signup.formed.org or formed.org/parishes or scan 

2. Enter the parish name or Postcode "St Luke’s" or 2765 

3. Enter your name and your email address 

Once you have registered as a user you may access the content. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/CATHOLICPARISH1
mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org?subject=Mass%20Intention
https://signup.formed.org/
https://formed.org/parishes
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A GENTLE REMINDER ~ Given the nature of our church, even a small 
amount of talking can carry and create a lot of background noise. We 
kindly ask everyone to refrain from talking after Holy Communion and 
during the parish announcements, so that all may pray and participate 
without interruption. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and for helping to 
keep our church a prayerful place for everyone. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION - The Office for Worship will host a Catechesis 
and Formation Day for those candidates 16 years old and above interest-
ed in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. For more infor-
mation and to enroll into the process, please contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION – Commitment Masses for children 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held on the 
weekends of 15/16 August and 22/23 August. Preparation sessions will 
begin following the Commitment Masses. As these children continue their 
preparation for this important sacrament, we ask our parish community to 
keep them and their families in your prayers. 

OCIA – ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS ~ The Order of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) will begin on Tuesday, 1 September, at 

7:00 pm in the parish office. If you are interested in becoming a Catholic, 

or if you know someone who would like to learn more about the Catholic 

faith and explore becoming Catholic, we warmly invite you to attend the 

Inquiry Night. 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION~ We ask our parishioners to keep in their prayers 
the families who will be participating in the sacrament First Reconciliation 
this Wednesday 12th August. We invite our parishioners to take a purple 
prayer card from the entrance of church that has a candidate’s and families 
name to pray for. 

LUKE 18~ We invite youth and young adults of our parish between the 
ages of 11 to 25 to attend our next youth program next Friday 14th August 
from 6.30pm. For further information please see our youth flyers available 
after Mass. 

SENIORS GROUP ~ We're looking at starting a Seniors Group at our par-
ish—a welcoming place to connect, make new friends, and enjoy fellow-
ship together. If you're interested, please complete the questionnaire forms 
available at the welcome table or contact the  Parish Office. 

JUSTICE MARGARET BEAZLEY CENTRE ~ With community 
support Toongabbie Legal Centre Inc (TLC) has succeeded in 
purchasing a block of land to construct the proposed  future 
home of TLC. You are invited to a Multifaith Dedication Cere-
mony of the Land (Bhoomi Puja) Sunday 23 August 2026 at 
11.15am Cnr of Portico Parade & Valeria Street, Toongabbie 
 
BE THE WITNESS’ MUSICAL ~ Arrives at Riverside Theatres Parramatta, 
10–13 September. Presented by Mary Queen of the Family Parish, with a 
full cast and chorus now in place and rehearsals beginning this weekend, 
excitement is building. Gather your parish and book now at https://
bethewitness.com.au/ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

PARISH MASS TIMES:  

All Mass celebrated at our new worship space 

55A Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. 
 

Weekday Mass Times: 

Wednesday 7.30am 

Thursday 9.00am  

Friday 6.30pm 
 

Sunday Mass Times: 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am & 5.30pm.  

Healing Mass – the Anointing of the Sick will 

be celebrated every First Friday of  

the month during the 6.30pm Mass. 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND: 

Our Pastoral Care Team is available to bring 

Holy Communion to parishioners who are sick 

or unable to attend Mass. If you or someone 

you know would like to receive Communion at 

home, please contact the Parish Office: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org  

RECONCILIATION TIMES: 

Saturdays: 4.30pm to 5.25pm in  

the parish office or by  

appointment. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 

During School Term at Saturday Vigil & Sunday 

Mass. (Kindy to Year 4).  
 

BAPTISMS: 

Every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Booking & Preparation are essential. Contact 

Parish office to register. 

MARRIAGES: 

Strictly by appointment. A minimum of 6 

months notice is required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS: 

First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirma-

tion, and OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation for 

Adults. All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Every 2nd Friday. 6.30pm Mass followed by the 

youth program at 7pm in St Luke’s Hub. 

Next Youth Program: 14th August 2026  

For students in Year 4 to Year 12. 

All enquiries please email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

SRE-SCRIPTURE PROGRAM: 

Every Tuesday at Public schools during school 

term. Volunteers required. All enquiries please 

email: marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 
 

MORNING TEA: 

Every 2nd Sunday after 10.00am Mass.   

This Weekend: 9th August  

 

WEEKEND FOOD STALL: 

Proceeds of this fundraising activity goes  

towards the parish building fund.  

Next Food Stall ~ 15th & 16th August. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER MINISTRY: 

1st weekend every 2nd month. 

This Weekend~  3rd & 4th October 2026. 

Whether you need guidance, support, or simply 

someone to pray with, feel free to come forward 

after Mass and let us join you in prayer.  
 

MARSDEN PARK CARE COMMUNITY MASS 

2nd Friday of each month at 11am - Mass 

4th Sunday of each month at 10am-   Liturgy of 

the Word with Holy Communion 
 

ROSARY BLOCK: 

Welcome the statue of Our Lady of Fatima to 

your home. Take the statue home after the 

Sunday 10am Mass and return before Saturday 

5.30pm Mass. Register your interest on the 

roster on the information tables outside the 

performance hub.  
 

WALKING WITH CHRIST:  

Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.00pm in the  

Parish Office. Next session: 20th August. Look-

ing for space to grow in faith, explore Scripture, 

and walk with others in our parish community? 

Come and join us! For more information, email: 

marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

 

 

Our physical spaces are maintained and used 

in a way where all children and adults at risk 

feel safe to participate in Diocesan and Parish 

liturgies and activities.  

https://bethewitness.com.au/
https://bethewitness.com.au/


COMMUNITY SPONSORED DIRECTORY 

 

 At Gold Disability Services, we are dedicated to empowering individuals with 

diverse needs. Our passion is to provide personalized support that helps you 

achieve your unique NDIS goals, whether that's increasing independence, en-

gaging with your community, or pursuing other aspirations.  

 

By partnering with us, you can trust that you'll receive 

customized support that honors your individuality and 

fosters meaningful progress toward your goals.                

Website: www.golddisabilityservices.com.au                                                

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/golddisability 
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MORNING TEA & NAME TAG SUNDAY 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP: PARISH DONATIONS 

 

P 02 9623 4033    
W www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com 

Proudly Serving Western Sydney & The Hills District with Six 

 ADVERTISE IN OUR PARISH BULLETIN ~  

Do you own a business or know someone who 

does? We are offering the opportunity to adver-

tise in our parish  bulletin. This is a wonderful 

way to support our parish and  connect with the 

local community. If you’re interested or would 

like more information, please contact the parish 

office. marsdenpark@parracatholic.org 

PLEASE NOTE: 

We encourage you to support the advertisers that 

support us.  Please understand that St Luke’s  

Catholic Parish Marsden Park cannot take responsi-

bility if the service provided by an advertiser does 

not meet expectations. 

 

Join us after the 10:00 am Mass THIS SUNDAY, 9 August for Morning Tea & Name Tag Sunday. 

Take the opportunity to enjoy a cuppa, meet new people, reconnect with fellow parishioners, and 

strengthen the sense of community that makes St Luke’s such a welcoming parish. Whether you’ve 

been part of our parish for years or are visiting for the first time, everyone is warmly invited. 

Wear a name tag, share a conversation, and stay for morning tea- we’d love to see you there! 

tel:0296234033
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.raywhiteunitedgroup.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=o287o4p3TtY268cDKC-bxg&r=Dl7CDwIK4pXCNhwqICJwd2xlC-iHNdMyIngD9dcElXrYH1Hbn3Fmzh33BbMKi7Pe&m=o2xyifdzmKIlUViRPcFFSudjZG3MxKgOqkyd5dPAQqjmP63nEnwATlldvbhmNUh2&s=G6kL7F0n

