Sunday, February 17, 2019
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
OUR VISION:
“WE ARE CONTINUALLY ATTRACTING PEOPLE TO ST LUKE’S AND EVERYONE WHO COMMITS TO BEING A MEMBER OF OUR
COMMUNITY IS TRANSFORMED IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE BY HAVING A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.”

First Reading
Jer 17:5-8

The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust
in man, who relies on things of flesh,
whose heart turns from the Lord. He is
like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good
comes, he has no eyes for it, he settles
in the parched places of the wilderness,
a salt land, uninhabited. ‘A blessing on
the man who puts his trust in the Lord,
with the Lord for his hope. He is like a
tree by the waterside that thrusts its
roots to the stream: when the heat
comes it feels no alarm, its foliage stays
green; it has no worries in a year of
drought, and never ceases to bear
fruit.’
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 1:1-4

Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
Second reading

1 Cor 15:12, 16-20

If Christ raised from the dead is what
has been preached, how can some of
you be saying that there is no
resurrection of the dead? For if the
dead are not raised, Christ has not been
raised, and if Christ has not been raised,
you are still in your sins. And what is
more serious, all who have died in
Christ have perished. If our hope in
Christ has been for this life only, we are
the most unfortunate of all people.
But Christ has in fact been raised from
the dead, the first-fruits of all who have
fallen asleep.
Gospel

Lk 6:17. 20-26

Jesus came down with the Twelve and
stopped at a piece of level ground
where there was a large gathering of
his disciples with a great crowd of
people from all parts of Judaea and
from Jerusalem and from the coastal

region of Tyre and Sidon who had come
to hear him and to be cured of their
diseases. Then fixing his eyes on his
disciples he said: ‘How happy are you
who are poor: yours is the kingdom of
God. Happy you who are hungry now:
you shall be satisfied. Happy you who
weep now: you shall laugh. ‘Happy are
you when people hate you, drive you
out, abuse you, denounce your name as
criminal, on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice when that day comes and
dance for joy, for then your reward will
be great in heaven. This was the way
their ancestors treated the prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are
having your consolation now. Alas for
you who have your fill now: you shall go
hungry. Alas for you who laugh now:
you shall mourn and weep. ‘Alas for you
when the world speaks well of you! This
was the way their ancestors treated the
false prophets.’
Reflection: ANOTHER FIRST – WITH MORE
TO COME!

On Friday night we had another first for
our new community. The first St Luke’s
youth group meeting. We hope this will
become a regular gathering where the
high-school-aged members of our
community can grow in their faith in a
fun, social environment. Thank you
again to Dinease and Dinuka for leading
this ministry.
Soon we will have our first season of
Lent as a worshipping community. We
are planning a Lenten retreat on a
Saturday afternoon as well as Stations
of the Cross on Friday evenings. Further
details to come in the next few weeks.
We are also looking to establish a St
Luke’s Playgroup. However, this cannot
proceed until we have people willing to
form a committee to run this initiative.
We know there are quite a few parents
who are interested in having a
playgroup in our community, so this is
your chance. It won’t happen unless
you step forward and make it happen.
We have the venue – our new office –

but we need people to lead the way.
We can point you in the right direction
to resources to assist from the
playgroup community.
We are also looking for people
interested in helping to bring the
Sacraments to the young people of our
community by being part of a
Sacramental Team. No previous
experience is necessary – just a desire
to help the next generation of young
Catholics know and love their faith.
•

Deacon Tony Hoban
Pastoral Director

24th February – 7th Sunday Ord Time
MINISTRY ROSTER
Welcomers: Juanita Cruickshank
Hospitality: Volunteer needed
Acolyte: Volunteer needed
Servers: Qwayn, Feba, Rohit
Readers: Ofelia Lumba, Luanshya
Naidoo, Aileen Sebastian
Eucharistic Min: Volunteer needed
Children’s Liturgy: Lavanya, Sinta,
Julie, Annette
If you are not able to fulfil your ministry
Hospitality:
role,
or if youLumba
would family
like to volunteer for a
vacant role, please email
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org

We welcome this week as our
Celebrant: Fr John Hogan

OUR COMMUNITY PRAYER
O God
You show us in St Luke, our patron, a person
of faith who desired all people to come to
know and love you in the community of your
Church. Teach us to embrace what St Luke
pioneered: discipleship of Jesus Christ.
Trusting in your love and grace and
nourished by Word and Sacrament
may we grow in our relationship with you
and together make our Catholic Faith
Community a community of communities,
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink
in the midst of their journey, and a center of
constant missionary outreach.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
St Luke, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop,
pray for us.
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS ON REQUEST –
PLEASE SEE ACOLYTE BEFORE MASS
Time is running out for Plenary Council
2020

Submissions to Plenary Council 2020 close
on Ash Wednesday, 6 March 2019. YOUR
voice matters! Make a personal submission
now or join a small group. Our question is
for everyone: “What you think God is asking
of us in Australia at this time?” To make a
submission or to find out more visit:
https://parracatholic.org/haveyoursayplena
ry2020/

IFM Reflective Ministry Program

Are you serving in and through Catholic
communities? The Reflective Ministry
program offered by the Institute for
Mission is a great opportunity to learn and
explore ideas of pastoral theology to
benefit you and those you serve.
Visit www.ifm.org.au/reflectiveministry for
more information or call 9296 6369 to talk
to our friendly team.

Youth initiative at St Luke’s

Stay tuned for further details about our
next youth gathering. It will be held at our
new office at 2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
(off Frontier Avenue and opposite St Luke’s
Catholic College). The night will feature
food, games and activities, prayer,
reflection, and exploration of faith.

Bereavement Support Program: 21
February – 16 May

CatholicCare Solo Parent Services is
commencing a Bereavement Support
Program for men or women whose spouse
or partner have died. The program will be
run at Holy Spirit Parish, St Clair (5 Todd
Row, St Clair) on Thursdays fortnightly from
10am to 12 midday in the Pioneers Room of
the Parish, commencing 21 February to 16
May. To secure a place on this program

please ring the Parish on 02 9670 8222 or
email to stclair@parracatholic.org

Ordination to the Diaconate: 22
February

Most Rev Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop
of Parramatta, will be the principal
celebrant for the Mass of Ordination to the
Diaconate of Roque Dias, John Cinya, Thong
Nguyen and Roderick Pirotta on Friday 22
February at 7.30pm. The ordination will
take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta. Refreshments to follow.

Communion to patients in Blacktown
Hospital on Sundays. Volunteers are
currently rostered every second month (6
times/year) for 2 - 3 hours. Security checks
required and carpark access available.
Ministers of the Eucharist who can help
with this important ministry please contact
Deacon George Bryan at Mary, Queen of
the Family Parish Blacktown either via the
office or George.Bryan@parracatholic.org

LIFTED Live featuring Fr Rob Galea: 22
February

All are welcome to attend LIFTED Live
featuring Fr Rob Galea. To be held on Friday
22 February from 7:30pm-10pm at the Evan
Theatre, Penrith Panthers. $5 entry fee.
Join Catholic Youth Parramatta, the LIFTED
team and very special guest Fr Rob Galea
for an energetic, exciting, life-giving, and
inspirational evening to launch 2019!

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal: 23-24
February

The Ephpheta Centre, supported by the
Parramatta Catholic Foundation, gives
hope, compassion, connectivity and care to
the deaf and hard of hearing. Your kindhearted support will provide chaplaincy and
pastoral care for the vulnerable and
isolated, in homes, hospitals, prison and
aged-care facilities. Please be a channel of
hope and give generously online at
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal.

Mount St Benedict: 9 March

Mount St Benedict Centre invites you to the
last ever Lenten Reflection day prior to the
closure of the Centre. The day will include
input, time for reflection and conversation
on scripture and the themes of Lent in
conversation with contemporary issues and
spirituality. Saturday 9 March 10am-3pm.
Facilitators Sr Catherine McCahill sgs and Sr
Patty Fawkner sgs. For information and
RSVP mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.au or 02
8752 5390.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Pilgrimage to the Holy Lands of Jordan and
Israel, escorted by Father Peter Blayney,
Parish Priest, St Patrick’s Guildford, 30
October – 13 November 2019. Organised by
Olive Tree Travel (Melbourne). For details
of itinerary, cost etc., please contact the
Parish Secretary, Guildford, on 9632 2672
or patricksguilford@bigpond.com or Olive
Tree Travel on 03 8488 9696.

Communion to the Sick at Blacktown
Hospital
We urgently require people to take Holy

Can you support St Luke’s to grow?

St Luke’s Catholic Faith Community is
Australia’s newest Catholic worshipping
community. Please consider helping us with
your time and talents by volunteering for
one of our many ministries. And please
support us by sharing some of your
treasure through our giving program, to
help facilitate our weekly worship and form
part of the foundation of a future church
building. You can find donation envelopes
on the Welcome Table in the foyer.

SUNDAY MASS
Every Sunday 10.00am in The Hub
St Luke’s Catholic College (Enter
via Frontier Ave Marsden Park)
CONTACT US
Pastoral Director:
Deacon Tony Hoban
Phone:
(02) 8605 2623
Email:
marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
Website:
stlukesmarsdenpark.org.au
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stlukesmarsd
enpark
Address:
2 Springdale St, Marsden Park
Postal Address:
PO Box 85, Plumpton NSW 2761
SCHOOL ENQUIRIES: 9854 3100
www.stlukesmarsdenpark.catholic
.edu.au

